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Manufactured Home Commission

Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 6, Section 108, establishes the Manufactured Home Commission.  The five-member Commission is appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Council, and must include at least one resident of a manufactured housing community and at least one community owner.  Not more than three members shall be of the same political party.  In 2005-2006, the Commission consisted of four members:  Patricia M. Fellows MacDonald- Chair, David G. Piper, Jr.- Recording Secretary, Edward D. Currie, Sr. and Representative Susan Williams Gifford.  The Attorney General and the Director of the Department of Housing and Community Development are ex-officio members.

The Commission is required to perform the following functions:

1) Identify issues pertaining to manufactured housing communities, the owners of such communities, and the owners of manufactured homes and make recommendations to deal with these issues;

2) Receive complaints from owners of manufactured housing communities and manufactured home owners, and if appropriate, make recommendations for their resolution;

3) Develop, with the Department of Housing and Community Development, proposals for specific zoning standards to be applicable to new manufactured housing communities in order to ensure that all such new communities are well designed, attractive and suited to the needs of manufactured home owners;

4) Formulate, with the Department of Housing and Community Development, proposals for local taxation of manufactured homes and home sites so that municipal tax revenues meet the cost of hosting a manufactured housing community; and

5) File a report annually with the Governor, the General Court, the Attorney General, and the Department of Housing and Community Development, about the Commission’s activities and recommendations, if any, with drafts of legislation required to effect such recommendations.

In months when a Commission meeting is scheduled, the Commission meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 10:30AM at various locations throughout the Commonwealth in order to address problems and concerns of both owners and tenants.  The Commission does not meet in the months of February, July, August and December.  The meetings are open to the public.
Vacancy on the Commission

On October 10, 2005, the Chair of the Commission, Henry Schlickman resigned from the Commission due to health concerns, creating a vacancy on the Commission.  In November 2005, Mr. Schlickman passed away.  In February 2006, Scott Fiske, a community representative, was recommended to the Governor for appointment to the Commission.  The Commission functioned with four members through the fiscal year.  (Mr. Fiske was subsequently appointed to the Commission in October 2006).  
Officer Elections

Due to the resignation of Henry Schlickman, Patricia M. Fellows MacDonald assumed the role of the Chairperson of the Commission.  David Piper, Jr. remained as the Commission’s Secretary.  In September 2006, Patricia Fellows MacDonald was elected as Chair for a two year term.  
Dates and Location of Meetings

Due to conflicts of schedules, other commitments, and the former Chair’s illness, the September 16th (Williamstown), the October 21st (Belchertown) and the November 18th (Plymouth) Commission meetings were not held.  However, the following Commission meetings were held:
January 17, 2006 – Merrimac
April 18, 2006 – Williamstown
May 23, 2006 – Wareham
June 20, 2006- Fitchburg
September 19, 2006- Taunton
Budget
DHCD allocated up to $1,500 for travel expenses for Commission members.

Inquiries & Complaints Filed with Commission

From October 1, 2005, through September 30, 2006, the Coordinator fielded over 30 requests for information related to manufactured homes.  Nine names were added to the Commission’s mailing list.  Eleven park rules and five park sale notices were submitted to the Department of Housing and Community Development.  While no formal complaints were filed during FY2006, there were several meeting where residents and/or park owners appeared to voice specific concerns to the Commission.  At the April meeting, residents and park management were present to discuss issues at Wheel Estates in North Adams.  At the May meeting, residents from the Garden Estates in Wareham expressed their concerns about the conditions in their park.  In June, residents from a park in Pepperell that was facing the threat of discontinuance due to Title V and local board of health issues sought the advice of the Commission as to how to deal with current issues and ownership.  At the September meeting, residents from an Attleboro park expressed their concern regarding the enforcement of park regulations and being pressured into signing leases with the threat of eviction.  
Presentations to the Commission

At the January meeting, Mr. Timothy Denison, Director of the Fund Management Program at the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, Waste Management Division, appeared before the Commission to explain petroleum funds available for New Hampshire property owners.  The Fuel Oil Storage Tank Program provides up to $1,500 for low-income homeowners to repair or replace substandard heating oil storage tanks systems.  Mr. Denison was invited to speak at a Commission meeting to address concerns regarding the large cost of cleaning up oil spills along with last year’s receipt of complaints to the Commission concerning required oil tanks replacement/upgrades at the Willow Terrace Park. 

Other Commission Business

In September, a letter was sent to the Wareham Board of Health reporting the grievances voiced by the Garden Estates residents regarding the conditions in their park.  Also in September there was discussion about sharing legislative representation on the Commission in an effort to better serve residents throughout the Commonwealth.  Finally, the 2006-2007 meeting calendar was set in September.   
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