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Manufactured Homes Commission
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 300

Boston, MA 02114

(617) 573-1400
Approved
Minutes at Williamstown, MA

September 16, 2008

Meeting called to order at 10:30 am.
Meeting Attendees:
Members:


Present
Chair, Pat MacDonald:
Y
David G. Piper, Jr. 

Y

Edward D. Currie, Sr.

Y

Scott Fiske:


N
Legislative Representatives:

Hon. Susan Gifford:

N

Hon. Christopher Donelan:
Y
Hon. Stephen LeDuc:

N

Ex-Officio Members:

Teresa Walsh, AAG:              Y

Timothy Solomon, Counsel:
Y
Coordinator:

Maureen O’Rourke, DHCD:
Y

Minutes: 
July minutes for the Plymouth meeting were approved as written.

Correspondence:

In order to increase outreach from the Commission to MA Boards of Health, the MHC contacted Boards of Health in towns contiguous to the meeting site prior to the meeting about its location and time. For this meeting the following were contacted: Adams, Berlin, Clarksburg, Hancock, New Ashford, North Adams and Williamstown. Jeff Kennedy from the Williamstown Board of Health, and Christy Ingalls from Representative Bosley’s office were in attendance. 
Old Business:  

Ms. O’Rourke reported that the MHP survey is now available on the DHCD website. Sandra Overlock noted that Wheel Estates was not listed and Ms. McDonald pointed out that her park has been renamed. Ms. O’Rourke said she would update the site.
AAG Walsh commented that with over 20,000 sites listed in the survey that it was a great tool for her office as well as the industry.

AAG Walsh noted that the Attorney Generals Office was monitoring the Chelmsford real estate tax situation carefully. Mr. Currie suggested that residents should also stay abreast of this situation as well since this will affect everyone involved in the industry. 
New Business:  
AAG Walsh pointed out that in the AG’s Guide that the statute is the law and should not be confused with the explanation. 
The Commission’s draft 2008 Annual Report was accepted with the addition of the new meeting dates.

The FY 2009 meeting schedule was decided as follows:

September 16, 2008
Williamstown
December 30, 2008 
Worcester

May 19, 2009          
Rockland

July 14, 2009           
Plymouth

The first meeting of FY 2010 meeting schedule will be September 8, 2009 in Northampton.
Mr. Currie said he had a problem with residents that had moved into senior housing and were unable to pay the park fees while trying to sell their homes. He was forced to begin the eviction process with one of his residents and eventually negotiated to purchase the home. He pointed out that it put a park owner in a difficult position having to take elderly people to court to collect the park fees and he wished there was a program available to assist residents in this situation. 
Public Forum: 
Ms. Overlock from Wheel Estates commented that Morgan Management was not sending rental payment statements to residents and that late letters took 6-12 months to be sent to residents, creating a hardship for residents to prove they had paid their rent.
AAG Walsh said that they had not received any similar complaints from Morgan Management’s other parks.

Meeting adjourned: 11:20 am 

___________________________
Recording Secretary

David G. Piper, Jr. 
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Commission Members:  Patricia M. MacDonald, Chair; Edward D. Currie, Sr.; David G. Piper, Jr.; Scott Fiske
Legislative Representatives:  Hon. Susan Gifford; Hon. Christopher Donelan

Ex-Officio Members:  The Massachusetts Attorney General; Undersecretary of the Department of Housing & Community Development


