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Manufactured Homes Commission
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 300

Boston, MA 02114

(617) 573-1400
Minutes at Orange, MA

May 20, 2008

Meeting called to order at 10:30 am.
Meeting Attendees:
Members:


Present
Chair, Pat MacDonald:
Y
David G. Piper, Jr. 

Y

Edward D. Currie, Sr.

Y

Scott Fiske:


Y

Legislative Representatives:

Hon. Susan Gifford:

N

Hon. Christopher Donelan:
Y

Hon. Stephen LeDuc:

N

Ex-Officio Members:

Teresa Walsh, AAG:              Y

Timothy Solomon, Counsel:
Y

Coordinator:

Maureen O’Rourke, DHCD:
Y

Minutes: 
January minutes approved as written.

Correspondence:

Rep. LeDuc has resigned, the commission will look for a replacement in central Massachusetts.

Notification of the sale of two parks, one in Auburn and one in Danvers were received.

Letter from Ms. Lucy Sherill received thanking the commission for their efforts on her behalf.

Mr. Piper received numerous calls and asked to discuss the Real Estate tax situation developing in Chelmsford with regards to the town assessing the Manufactured Homes as Real Property without regards to MGL Chapter 140 section 32G exempting them from property taxation. Mr. Piper asked the commission to take an aggressive stand in opposition to this tax as it would have a devastating impact on the entire industry. 

Mr. Hill from Morgan Management, LLC asked that the Office of the Attorney General take an active role in this situation. He felt it would not be likely that all park owners would be willing to dispute these taxes since they are a pass thru to their residents and the legal fees would not benefit the park owner but only the residents. The residents cannot dispute this tax as it is being assessed to them thru the park owner not directly to the residents by the town. AAG Walsh stated that the AG’S office cannot represent private parties but that they would be looking into this matter.

Old Business:

Rep. Donelan reported MCAD has made some progress with regards to the residents’ complaints in Orange, they are now represented by Legal Services of Massachusetts, and that the local Board of Health has the authority to enforce regulations. The AG’s office has reviewed the handicap portion of the complaint. Mr. Solomon stated that the subject of the Orange complaints also owns a park in Wareham, Swifts Beach Park and that he has received a complaint from a resident that Mr. Gidley has visited his home and has  create an adversarial relationship between residents and himself. On or about 2002 Mr. Gidley sent a letter to residents stating that he intended to convert his park to a 55- plus property. A resident stated that Mr. Gidley has purchased approximately 19 homes in his Wareham Park, some for as little as $3,700.00 dollars. Mr. Currie has been on the property and observed unkempt and vacant lots as well as abandoned homes. Residents are frustrated that the legal system is so slow. AAG Walsh stated that the AG’s office is working with the residents regarding MH law as well as civil rights issues. They intend to aggressively pursue this case. Rep. Donelan pointed out that it took years for these problems to develop and that they may not be solved overnight.

Ms. O’Rourke reported that 333 of 351 towns have responded to the ongoing Manufactured Housing Communities survey and that 229 MH communities have been recognized as a result. This information will be available online at the DHCD’s web site.
New Business: 
Mr. Solomon pointed out that although residents are invited to participate in the rules and regulation approval process they seldom contact the DHCD but instead only will refer to the AG’s office. AAG Walsh introduced Ms. Beach as the person that fields all inquires to rules and regulations as well as any other MH issues. She pointed out that they do mail out MH guides (Blue Book) and also help residents online. Ms. MacDonald asked why the new guide was different than the old one and AAG Walsh said she would review and reply. Mr. Solomon pointed out that the new guide contains more information as well as the actual law. Orange town Administrator Rick Kwiatkowski stated that he was not aware of the new MH guide. Mr. Currie suggested that when a town responds to the MH survey they should be sent copies of the MH guide. AAG Walsh noted the importance of towns Board of Health being aware of the MH guide as they are the eyes and ears of the industry.

Mr. Hill from Morgan Management owners of the Easton Mobile Home Park responded to a Mr. Cheever’s complaint, Mr. Hill stated that a tree limb had damaged Mr. Cheever’s home and that Morgan Management had complied with the law and paid the repair invoice. Mr. Hill also provided photos of a disconnected sewer pipe under the same home and agreed that his company would repair it, although he felt the resident may have been negligent;  the resident would not be charged. Mr. Hill stated that his resident had not followed the proper channels including filling out a complaint form provided to all residents and that he was not aware of some of the problems until arriving at the property to inspect the initial complaint. When asked about the possibility of building violations he stated that the homes would be grandfathered in as preexisting properties and couldn’t be moved now. Lastly he had assessed trees in the entire park and had indentified 4 trees that would be removed and several others that would be trimmed.

Mr. Cheever was not present due to a medical event. He will be asked to attend the July meeting in Plymouth.

Public Forum: 
Patrick Pinkson-Burke from RCAP stated that the Westborough park had become a cooperative. A resident asked if this would affect the Real Estate tax situation.

Ms. Overlock felt that her landlord Morgan Management should provide monthly statements so the residents will know if they have paid their rent. Mr. Hill said he would consider the idea.
A resident inquired if a home could overhang a slab. He was advised that he should refer to the manufacturers’ installation manual.

Meeting adjourned: 12:30 am 

___________________________
Recording Secretary

David G. Piper, Jr. 

June 19, 2008
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Commission Members:  Patricia M. MacDonald, Chair; Edward D. Currie, Sr.; David G. Piper, Jr.; Scott Fiske
Legislative Representatives:  Hon. Susan Gifford; Hon. Christopher Donelan

Ex-Officio Members:  The Massachusetts Attorney General; Undersecretary of the Department of Housing & Community Development


