Massachusetts Manufactured Homes Commission

Minutes at Peabody, MA

January 8, 2008
Meeting called to order at 10:37 am.
Meeting Attendees:
Members:


Present
Chair, Pat MacDonald:
Y
David G. Piper, Jr. 

Y

Edward D. Currie, Sr.

N

Scott Fiske:


N

Legislative Representatives:

Hon. Susan Gifford:

N

Hon. Christopher Donelan:
Y

Hon. Stephen LeDuc:

N

Ex-Officio Members:

Teresa Walsh, AAG:              Y

Diane Lawton, AAG:

Y

Timothy Solomon, Counsel:
Y

Coordinator:

Maureen O’Rourke, DHCD:
Y

Minutes: 
October minutes approved as written.

Correspondence:

The commission reviewed a letter sent to the Orange Board of Health with regards to complaints received from residents in the Leisure Woods Estates MH Park by Mr. Piper for the commission. It was noted that the park owner had ignored an injunction that was obtained by the MCAD.
Rep. Donelan said the Board of Health was to meet 1/8/08 and has requested the owners attendance. The Attorney Generals office is investigating how to accomplish more in the industry regarding complaints and enforcement. Legal services have stepped in to help the people from Orange. The Board of Health wants to know their rights as a licensing authority.  

AAG  Lawton said the Attorney Generals Office has created a new department lead by AAG  Walsh to deal with Manufactured housing issues. Their goal is to deal with patterns of problems in the industry.

A letter from the Department of Environmental Protection to Mr. Merderios a park owner from West Bridgewater was reviewed and tabled until further information is received.

DHCD received notification that a MHP in Springfield was for sale. 

Old Business:

Statewide Park Survey has been mailed out to and responses from 229 towns have been received.

A resident asked if any enforcement or inspections are required as part of the DHCD survey. Ms. MacDonald responded that the survey was to locate and document the number and size of the Manufactured Housing Communities in the commonwealth only at this time.  
New Business: 
Easton park complaint to be put on agenda for May meeting, Ms. O’Rourke to invite Mr. Morgan the park owner to attend.

Public Forum: 
Sue Stuart a resident of the Spruces Park in Williamstown said that their park manager was fired after heart surgery and the residents where concerned who would be his replacement. She also pointed out that working with the park owner they had formed a garden club that had taken over the entrance to their park and was responsible for planting over $2,000.00 dollars worth of hedges at their own expense. She also mentioned that although no cars or homes had yet been hit they have concerns about 46 trees that are dead or dying and did not know where to get help moving them. Mr. Piper suggested that the town may have a Forrester or conservation commission that could help. Rep. Donelan suggested the Board of Health. 
Mr. Bryan a Malden Park resident said he sent as complaint to the attorney generals office on November 5th 2007 regarding inappropriate capital improvements and the fact that they had no Rules and regulations. AAG. Lawton said they where waiting for a response from the park owner. Resident asked that the park should be maintained to at least minimum standards. 
Meeting adjourned: 11:45 am 
___________________________
Recording Secretary

David G. Piper, Jr. 

February 13, 2008
