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By Ms. Rogeness of Longmeadow, petition of Mary S. Rogeness and

others relative to the prevention of bullying in the public schools.
Education. 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts


PETITION OF: 
Mary S. Rogeness David B. Sullivan 
Christine E. Canavan Robert K. Coughlin 

In the Year Two Thousand and Seven. 

AN ACT FOR THE PREVENTION OF BULLYING. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: 

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the 
2 following section:— 
3 Section 90. Prevention of Bullying. The following words and 
4 phrases, as used in this section, shall have the following meaning 
5 unless context requires otherwise:— (a) “bullying” shall include all 
6 forms of harassment and shall be defined as repeated acts, either 
7 physical, verbal, written or otherwise, directly or indirectly com­
8 mitted against the will of an individual which causes distress to that 
9 individual and/or the loss of esteem, sense of self worth, or damage 

10 to the psyche to that individual. 
11 The Department of Education, or its successors or assigns, is 
12 required to create mandates to all educational systems within its 
13 realm of authority to establish a plan which has the objective to 
14 establish and maintain an environment for students which is safe, 
15 conductive to learning, positive and free of disruption and bullying, 
16 in particular. At a minimum, this plan is to incorporate the following 
17 features which will be uniformly applied in the Commonwealth of 
18 Massachusetts and are described in more detail below:— a frame­
19 work for anti-bullying policy of no tolerance, a hierarchy for respon­
20 sibilities and accountability for teachers and administrators, a 
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21 method for identification and measuring the students’ environment 
22 at school and in after school environments, a curriculum and contin­
23 uing professional education on bullying, reporting requirements, safe 
24 havens to mitigate legal exposure, a process for improvements and 
25 enhancements. 
26 (a) Framework. All districts will establish an anti-bullying policy 
27 which has zero tolerance. Students and their parents or guardians 
28 will be required to review and acknowledge a standard Code of Con­
29 duct at the beginning of each year, which sets the expectations for 
30 behavior and establishes guidelines for disciplinary action. Such 
31 Code of Conduct will be applicable in all situations between one or 
32 more students regardless of where they occur, whether written, oral 
33 or physical in nature. For documented violations of this Code of 
34 Conduct, a graduated “4 strike” system will be established as 
35 follows:— 
36 (i) First offense - Notification of student and parent and corrective 
37 action meeting to be held. 
38 (i) Second offense - One day automatic suspension. 
39 (ii) Third offense - One week automatic suspension. 
40 (iii) Fourth offense - expulsion for the balance of the school years. 
41 (b) Responsibility and Accountability. The DOE will establish a 
42 clear hierarchy of responsibility of implementation of this legisla­
43 tion. 
44 Superintendents in each district are to be ultimately responsible, 
45 followed by the priority positions of administrators for each school. 
46 Administrators will be accountable for meeting minimum stan­
47 dards and such evaluation will be a component of each administra­
48 tor’s overall evaluation. 
49 The DOE will be required to create disciplinary actions for those 
50 administrators in each school district which fail to meet the stan­
51 dards set by the DOE, including grounds for dismissal under certain 
52 circumstances. 
53 (c) Identification and ongoing measurement of the environment. 
54 Standardized surveys of students are to be developed for various 
55 grade levels (1-4, 5-6, 7-8, and 9-12), and are to be completed in 
56 October, February and May of each year. Results are to be compiled 
57 by an independent agency and results and rankings made available to 
58 the public. 
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59 Corrective action reports are to be issued by those schools in the 
60 bottom 25% of the Commonwealth. 
61 (d) Bullying curriculums and continuing education for educators. 
62 The DOE will issue guidelines to its constituents requiring a certain 
63 minimum number of hours of the annual curriculum be dedicated 
64 towards educating students on the effects of bullying. Administrators 
65 and educators are to be required to receive a minimum of 8 hours per 
66 year on topics related to bullying. 
67 (e) Reporting and meeting requirements. The DOE will establish 
68 guidelines for administrators and educators to report documented 
69 events. In addition, administrators will be required to communicate 
70 to both students and parents on the results of the surveys and the 
71 school rankings against other schools in town and the Common­
72 wealth as a whole. Students will have a requirement to meet with 
73 guidance counselors a minimum of 3 times per school year. The 
74 DOE will develop a standard “report card” for each student and each 
75 educator will be required to include their assessments on the mental 
76 health aspects of each student as part of their semester report cards. 
77 Bullying and socialization are to be directly addressed. Educations 
78 are to have a minimum of 3, thirty-minute mandatory conferences 
79 with parents to review report cards and such conferences will 
80 include feedback from guidance counselors. 
81 (f) Safe havens from legal exposures. Administrators and educa­
82 tors are the de facto fiduciaries of students. Meeting the objectives of 
83 fiduciary responsibilities is addressed in the other subsections. Safe 
84 havens are to be established to protect these individuals from litiga­
85 tion provided they have complied with Commonwealth guidelines, 
86 are not grossly negligent in their duties, recognizing that they are not 
87 psychological professions and their assessments are essentially their 
88 opinions. 
89 (g) Process improvements. The DOE will have the responsibility 
90 of process improvements. The DOE should work with specialty 
91 agencies and community organizations to develop pilot programs 
92 whose successes will be duplicated in other districts. 
93 Subparagraphs (a), (b), and (f) shall become effective on Sep­
94 tember 1, 2007. 
95 Subparagraphs (c) and (e) shall become effective on January 1, 
96 2008. 
97 Subparagraph (d) shall become effective on August 31, 2007. 
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98 Subparagraph (g) shall become effective on August 31, 2008. 
99 All other provisions of this act shall become effective upon its 

100 passage. 
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<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /TimesNewRomanPS
    /TimesNewRomanPS-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalic
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-Italic
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Victorian-
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


