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By Mr. Koczera of New Bedford, petition of Robert M. Koczera and

others to implement a voting by mail demonstration project. Election
Laws.

The Commontoealth of Magsachusetts

PETITION OF:

Robert M. Koczera Gloria L. Fox
Susan C. Fargo

In the Year Two Thousand and Seven.

AN ACT TO IMPLEMENT A VOTING BY MAIL DEMONSTRATION PROJECT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

—
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SECTION 1. The General Laws, as appearing in the 2004 Official
Edition, are hereby amended by inserting after Chapter 54A the
following chapter:—

Chapter 54B.

CITY/TOWN ELECTIONS TO BE CONDUCTED IN A LIMITED
VOLUNTARY DEMONSTRATION PROJECT.

SECTION 2. Vote by Mail in Selected General Municipal Elecl’
tions. Notwithstanding the provisions of General Law Chapter 54,
the Secretary of State shall by regulation prescribe a method for
choosing twenty city or town elections to be conducted by voluntary
balloting to be conducted by a voluntary vote by mail demonstration
in twenty separate cities or town in the Commonwealth, under super(’
vision of the Secretary of State and at polling places for the next city
or town election following the promulgation of regulations by the
Secretary of State. This voluntary vote by mailing balloting shall be
the sole method of voting in the community for the said election in
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accordance with this act. The Secretary of State shall also prescribe
by regulation a method for the selection of voluntary participants up
to twenty by mail balloting in voluntary cities or towns. The Secre[]
tary of State shall adopt rules within 180 days following the effective
date of this act to provide for the selection and conduct of city or
town elections in the twenty voluntary cities or towns by mail in the
next city or town elections and to achieve and maintain the max ]
imum degree of accuracy, impartially and efficiency on the procel’
dures of voting and of counting, tabulating and recording votes by
mail in accordance with this act.

SECTION 3. Procedures for conducting an election by mail. The
Secretary of State, by regulation, shall establish requirements and
criteria for the designation of places of deposit for the voluntary by
mail ballots cast in the city or town election. The places designated
under this section shall be open on the date of the election for a
period of time as determined by the voluntary city or town particil
pating in such vote by mail demonstration.

The clerk of the city or town shall mail by nonforwardable mail
an official vote by mail ballot with a return identification envelope
and secrecy envelope not sooner that the 14th day before the date of
the city or town election conducted by mail and not later than the
10th day before the date of the city or town election, to each regisl]
tered voter of the city or town as of the 20th day before the date of
the city or town election. If the clerk of the city or town determines
that a registered voter of the electoral district as of the 20th day
before the date of the election does not receive daily mail service
from the United States Postal Service, the clerk of the city or town
shall mail the nonforwardable mail an official ballot with a return
identification envelope and secrecy envelope to the elector not
sooner than the 19th day before the date of the election conducted by
mail and not later than the 14th day before the date of the election.
If the final day for mailing such ballots falls on a Sunday or holiday
the receding day shall be the final day for mailing. The Secretary of
State shall specify the date on which all ballots shall be mailed for
any town election conducted by mail under this act.
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SECTION 4. The cost associated with this demonstration voting
by mail project shall be borne by the Commonwealth. The Secretary
of the Commonwealth will make a report to the Joint committee on
Election Laws and the Ways and Means committees of the Senate
and House on the demonstration project.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /TimesNewRomanPS
    /TimesNewRomanPS-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalic
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-Italic
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Victorian-
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


