
HOUSE . . . . . . . No. 844

By Representative Quinn of Dartmouth and Senator Montigny, joint 

petition of John F. Quinn and others for legislation to regulate oil spills
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In the Year Two Thousand and Seven. 

AN ACT TO PREVENT OIL SPILLS IN BUZZARDS BAY. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: 

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 21L of the General Laws, as appearing in 
2 the 2004 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the end 
3 the following section:— 
4 Section 5. If a tank vessel carrying more than 6,000 barrels of oil 
5 through Buzzards Bay commits a violation pursuant to this chapter 
6 and the tank vessel failed to inform the department or their designee 
7 24 hours prior to the transit, then the fines stated in Sections 4(a) 
8 through 4(e) of this chapter shall be tripled. 

1 SECTION 2. Section 1 of said Chapter 21M of the General Laws 
2 is hereby amended by inserting the following definitions:— 
3 “Rescue Tug”, a tugboat escort having twin radar displays 
4 equipped with ECDIS or ARPA capable of integrating AIS, a towing 
5 winch and associated wire and gear capable of towing a minimum of 
6 a 470 foot fully loaded tank vessel, pilot disembarkment gear, and 
7 600 feet of oil spill response boom and associated response gear. 
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8 “Response Time”, the amount of time required for a rescue tug to 
9 assist a tank vessel. 

1 SECTION 3 Section 8(a) of said Chapter 21M of the General 
2 Laws is hereby amended in line 3 by inserting after the words 
3 “response teams” the following:—“, rescue tugs,”. 

1 SECTION 4. Section 8(c)(1) of said Chapter 21M of the General 
2 Laws is hereby amended in line 22 by replacing the phrase “2 cents” 
3 with the phrase “5 cents”. 

1 SECTION 5. Section 8 of said Chapter 21M of the General Laws 
2 is hereby further amended by striking out sections 8(c)(3) through 
3 and including 8(c)(5). Section 8 of said chapter 21M is hereby fur­
4 ther amended by striking out the number “(6)” in line 50 and 
5 inserting in place thereof the number “(3)”. 

1 SECTION 6. Section 8(d)(8) of said Chapter 21M of the General 
2 Laws is hereby amended in line 80 by striking the word “and” after 
3 the word “exercises”. 

1 SECTION 7. Section 8(d)(9) of said Chapter 21M of the General 
2 Laws is hereby amended in line 84 by striking the period at the end 
3 and inserting in place thereof the word “; and” after the phrase 
4 “Atmospheric Administration”. 

1 SECTION 8. Section 8(d) of said Chapter 21M of the General 
2 Laws is hereby amended by adding the following subsection:— 
3 “(10) to pay for the dispatch of appropriately manned rescue tugs 
4 in Buzzards Bay.”. 

1 SECTION 9. Section 8(f)(2)(v) of said Chapter 21M of the 
2 General Laws, is hereby amended in line 127, by striking the word 
3 “and”. 

1 SECTION 10. Section (8)(f)(2)(vi) of said Chapter 21M of the 
2 General Laws is hereby amended by adding the word “and” at the 
3 end thereof. 
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1 SECTION 11. Section 8(f)(2) of said Chapter 21M of the General 
2 Laws is hereby amended by adding the following subsection:-
3 “(vii) payment of costs associated with the dispatch of appropri­
4 ately manned rescue tugs in Buzzards Bay.” 

SECTION 12. Chapter 21M of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by inserting after section 8, the following new section:— 

“Section 9. (a) The Commissioner shall dispatch rescue tugs in 
Buzzards Bay to follow, observe, and be available to tank vessels 
carrying more than 6,000 barrels of oil transiting Buzzards Bay. The 
rescue tugs shall maintain a maximum of a 15 minute response time 
when no more than 2 tank vessels covered by this section are tran­
siting Buzzards Bay, and a maximum of 90 minute response time 
when more than 2 tank vessels covered by this section are transiting 
Buzzards Bay. 

(b) The rescue tug shall be manned by a Massachusetts State Pilot 
licensed under Chapter 103 of the General Laws. The State Pilot 
shall monitor the safe passage of vessels and provide information to 
tank vessel operators on current and anticipated navigational issues. 
State pilots may perform their responsibilities from on board the tow 
vessel or tank vessel upon request. 

(c) This section shall not apply to tank vessels transiting Buzzards
Bay accompanied by a tugboat escort. 

(d) Rescue tugs shall report to the Commissioner all near and
actual navigational incidents that could potentially lead to an oil 
spill, including but not limited to; tank vessels traveling outside of 
the designated vessel route as appearing on the national Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration chart for Buzzards Bay, failure to use 
AIS, near or actual collisions, allisions, and groundings, steering or 
engine failures, and towing gear failures. The Commissioner shall 
record, make available to the public, and keep on file these reports 
for at least ten years. 

(e) Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b), the commissioner
may allow for longer response times and fewer state pilots only 
where she determines exigent circumstances exist. No such autho­
rization shall be construed to relieve or otherwise limit the liability 
of the owner or operator of a tank vessel for any release of oil, haz­
ardous material, or hazardous waste that occurs while the tank vessel 
enters or transits Buzzards Bay. The Commissioner may promulgate 
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35 regulations to implement this subsection and shall report on January 
36 1, 2009 and annually thereafter to the joint committee on the envi­
37 ronment, natural resources and agriculture on occasions where 
38 exemptions were made. 
39 (f) The Commissioner shall adopt regulations to implement this 
40 section. The Commissioner, after a competitive bidding process, 
41 may evaluate such bids and may enter into a contract with a com­
42 pany to dispatch and provide rescue tugs which meet or exceed the 
43 standards required under this Act.” 

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /TimesNewRomanPS
    /TimesNewRomanPS-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalic
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-Italic
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Victorian-
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


