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In the Year Two Thousand and Seven.

AN ACT TO PROMOTE THE SAFETY OF VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 111 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2004 Offi(]
2 cial Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following new
3 sectioni—
4 Chapter 111, Section 25J. Health care facilities; safe release for
5 patients.
6 The department of public health shall develop regulations
7 regarding the establishment of programs to protect the safety of all
8 victims of violence, including but not limited to intimate partner and
9 other intentional violence. In consultation with an advisory group to
10 be determined by the commissioner, composed of experts in the field
11 of violence prevention, the department shall develop guidelines for
12 implementation of these programs.
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Subject to appropriation, the department shall also establish a prol]
gram to disseminate said guidelines statewide to train health care
providers in community health centers and acute care hospitals
licensed as defined in section 25B of chapter one hundred and
eleven and others as deemed appropriate by the department. For the
purposes of this section, “health care providers” shall mean a person
or entity providing medical care or services, including but not lim[]
ited to physicians, physician’s assistants, and nurses.
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