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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 

—————— 

 

 
 

DEVAL L. PATRICK 
GOVERNOR 

 

TIMOTHY P. MURRAY 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

STATE HOUSE    BOSTON 02133 
(617) 725-4000 

 

July 3, 2012. 

 

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives: 

 

 I am filing for your consideration the attached legislative proposal, entitled, "An 

Act Relative to Price Disclosure."  

 

 This legislation amends the bill that I am signing today, House Bill 4089, “An Act 

Relative to Clear and Conspicuous Price Disclosure.”  While I am supportive of this Act, 

I have concerns that the exclusion of warehouse clubs from basic price disclosure 

requirements creates an unlevel competitive playing field for other businesses and places 

an unfair burden on consumers.  As such, I am filing this bill to remove this exclusion.   

 

 I urge your favorable consideration of this legislation. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

               DEVAL L. PATRICK, 

Governor. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 

—————— 
In the Year Two Thousand Twelve. 

—————— 
 

 

AN ACT RELATIVE TO PRICE DISCLOSURE. 
 

 

 
 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 

authority of the same, as follows: 

 

 
SECTION 1.  Section 184B of chapter 94 of the General Laws, as amended by House 1 

Bill 4089, “An Act Relative to Clear and Conspicuous Price Disclosure”,  section 1 of chapter 2 

XX of the Acts of 2012, is hereby amended by striking out the definitions of “Food 3 

department” and “Food store”, and inserting in place thereof the following definitions:-  4 

“Food department”, any seller,  other than a food store,  with any grocery item section, area, or 5 

display and which sells 100 or more different food items for consumption off the seller’s 6 

premises at least in part to individuals for their own personal, family, or household use; 7 

provided, however, that any food section which is within a larger business and is the functional 8 

equivalent of a food store with its own separate checkout,  may be deemed a food store by the 9 

director of standards. 10 

“Food store”, any store, shop, supermarket,  grocer, convenience store, or other seller,  whose 11 

primary business is selling either food for consumption off the seller’s premises alone or in 12 

combination with grocery items or other nondurable items typically found in a supermarket, 13 

and such items are sold at least in part to individuals for their own personal,  family, or 14 

household use. 15 

Said section 184B of said chapter 94, as amended by said section 1 of said chapter XX of the 16 

Acts of 2012, is hereby further amended by striking out the definition of “Warehouse club”.  17 

SECTION 2.   This act shall take effect on January 1, 2013.  18 


