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.’ ________________________________________________________
IN RE: WADE A. JENSEN

NO. BD-2011-019

S.J.C. Order of Term Suspension entered by Justice Spina on March 3, 2011, with
an effective date of April 4, 2011.
(S.J.C. Judgment of Reinstatement entered by Justice Spina on December 22, 2011)

SUMMARY?

The respondent received a six-month suspension from the practice of law for
misrepresenting his qualifications during a job search, as described below.

The respondent received a Bachelor of Science degree from Purdue University in 1997
and a Juris Doctor degree from Washington and Lee University in 2002. In 2008, the respondent
enrolled as a student in the Graduate Tax program at Boston University (LL.M. program).
Although the respondent attended classes in the LL.M. program from September 2, 2008, to May
8, 2009 (as a full-time student), and from January 12, 2010, to May 7, 2010 (as a part-time
student), he never graduated.

After leaving the LL.M program, the respondent began a job search and contacted a
Minnesota law firm that was seeking to hire a tax and estate planning attorney. The respondent
provided the firm with his resume, in which he intentionally made the following
misrepresentations: (i) he received an LL.M. degree from Boston University School of Law in
May of 2010; (ii) he received a Bachelor of Science degree from Tufts University in May of
1997; and (iii) while attending Tufts University, he was on the “Dean’s Honor List” on three
separate occasions, was the recipient of a department scholarship and a prize for overall
achievement, and was a six-time varsity letter winner in hockey and lacrosse. He also falsely
claimed to have worked as an attorney at another law firm for two years; he had only worked
there for less than a year.

The respondent also provided the Minnesota law firm with a purported copy of his grade
report from the LL.M. program. The respondent had altered this report to show that he
graduated from the LL.M. program by increasing his grades in several subjects and inflated his
overall grade point average.

In the course of this job search, the respondent also knowingly made similar
misrepresentations about his professional qualifications and employment record in a publicly
available, online directory of lawyers.

The respondent did not obtain employment at the Minnesota law firm. He has since
removed all false information from his online profile and from his resume.

The respondent’s actions constituted dishonesty, fraud, deceit, and misrepresentation in
violation of Mass. R. Prof. C. 8.4(c), and constituted conduct that adversely reflects on his fitness
to practice law in violation of Mass. R. Prof. C. 8.4(h).

! The complete Order of the Court is available by contacting the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court for Suffolk
County.
2 Compiled by the Board of Bar Overseers based on the record filed with the Supreme Judicial Court.
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On February 10, 2011, the parties submitted a stipulation to the Board of Bar Overseers
in which the respondent admitted the truth of the above material facts and waived his right to an
evidentiary hearing on the facts and disciplinary violations charged in bar counsel’s petition for
discipline. The parties jointly recommended a sanction of a six month suspension.

On February 14, 2011, the Board of Bar Overseers voted to accept the stipulation of the
parties and their proposed sanction. On March 3, 2011, the Supreme Judicial Court for Suffolk
County (Spina, J.) ordered that the respondent be suspended from the practice of law for six
months, effective thirty days after entry.





