
 

 

 

 

IN RE: STEPHEN T. TURNER 

NO. BD-2015-022 

S.J.C. Judgment Accepting Affidavit of Resignation As A Disciplinary Sanction entered by 
Justice Cordy on March 20, 2015, with an effective date of April 19, 2015.1 

 
SUMMARY2 

 
 The respondent was permitted to resign from the practice of law as a disciplinary 
sanction as set forth below. 
 
 The respondent tendered an affidavit of resignation that stated that he was aware that 
there was currently pending an investigation into allegations that he had engaged in misconduct 
including, among others, allegations that he intentionally misused at least $12,759.55 in funds 
that were to have been held by him in trust for the benefit of an estate pending in the probate 
court.  The respondent claimed that $6,872.82 of the $12,759.55 represented the value of legal 
services that he rendered to the estate.  The respondent stated that he understand that no lesser 
sanction than a suspension from practice would likely result if those allegations were litigated 
and sustained in a contested proceeding and that the material facts upon which the pending 
allegations were predicated could be proved by a preponderance of the evidence. 
 
 After bar counsel commenced its investigation, the respondent made full restitution in the 
amount of $12,759.55, to be held in escrow pending approval by the probate court of a final 
account.    
 
 On February 4, 2015, the respondent’s affidavit of resignation was placed before the 
board with a recommendation from bar counsel that the affidavit be accepted as a disciplinary 
sanction.  On March 9, 2015, the board voted to accept the affidavit of resignation as a 
disciplinary sanction.  On March 20, 2015, the Court entered a Judgment accepting the affidavit 
of resignation as a disciplinary sanction with an effective date of April 19, 2015.  

                                                 
1 The complete Order of the Court is available by contacting the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court for Suffolk 
County. 
 
2 Compiled by the Board of Bar Overseers based on the record filed with the Supreme Judicial Court. 
 


