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SUFFOLK, SS. 

COM:MO~ALTH OF MA.SSACHUSETIS 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 

FOR SUFFOLK COUNTY 

DoCKETNO. BD-2015-102 

IN RE: DOUGLAS A. P ARIGIAN 

:N.f:EMORANDUM OF D ECISION 

Pursuant to S.J.C. Rule 4:01, § 12(9}, bar·counsel has notified 

the court of the respondent's conviction of certain Federal crimes, 

and seeks an prder temporarily suspending the respondent from the 

p'ractice of law pending the oatcome of disciplinary proceedings. . . 

On May 12, ·2015, the respondent pled guilty in the United States 

District Court for the District of Massachusetts to charges of 

conspiracy in. violation of 18 U.S.C, § .371,. and securities fraud in 

violation of 15 u.s.'c. §§ 7Bj (b) and 78ff(a); the charges related to 

the respondent's receipt of material, nonpublic information from a 

gol·fing friend concerning certain st.ocks or securities, and his 

trading on that information to his financial benefit. The respondent 

was sentenced on August 17, 2:015, receiving a sen~ence of time served, 

three years of supervised release, and eight months of home detention. 

Under 8.j.C. Rule 4 : 01, section 12 (4), "[u)pon the f.iling with 

this court of a certificate ~stablishing a lawyer's conviction1 of a 

1 "Conviction" is defined to "include · . any plea of guilty or · 
nolo contendere which has been accepted by the court, whether or not 
sentence has be~n imposed." S.J.C. Ru~e 4:01, section 12 (1). 



serious c~ime, 2 •• [t]he court or a justice, after affording the 

lawyer opportunity to b~ heard, may make such order of suspension or 

restriction as protection of the public may make apprqpriate." Bar 

coUnsel seeks the entry of a suspension order ef·fective from the date 

of such an order. Pointing to the definition of. "convicti;n" in rule 

4:01, § 12{1), the respondent, who has no criminal record and no 

~isciplinary history, seeks an order that woul d make the temporary 

. suspension effective nunc pro'tunc · to May 12, 2015, the date he 

pleaded guilty, st~ting that he has not practieed any law since that 

date. 

I will order the temporary suspension to be effective. as of the 

date of the respondent's sentencing. Bar counsel makes a fair point 

that when an order of temporary suspension is ~ntered to be effective 

as of a date earlier than the order itself, it presents enforcement 

problems for bar counsel because ~ithout conducting at least some 

investigation, she has no way of verifying that a respondent did cease 

practicing law at an earlier date. However, it is also the case that 

Rule 4:01, § 12 calls for the immediate Suspensi0n of an attorney 

convicted of a seri~us crime, and conviction occurs upon entry of a 

guilty plea, whether ·or not sentence has .been imposed. If bar counsel 

does not file notice of the conviction until a date well. P.ast a 

respondent's guilty ple<; and sentencing, a respondent who did suspend 

2A · "serious crime" is defined to inc~ude any felony as well as 
any lesser crim~ ~hat includes fraud or conspiracy. S.J.C. Rule 4:01, 
section 12 {3). There is no dispute that the offenses to which the 
respondent pled guilty qualify as serious crimes. 



his or her practice o~ law immediately upon conyiction or sentencing 

may be disadvantaged. 

The respondent is fifty-six or fifty-seVen years old, has been a 

member of the bar of .the Commonweal~h since 1988, and has worked for 

many years as a criminal defense attorney in Middlesex County. He has 

no record of prior discipline and had no prior criminal history. He 

has very young twin sons for whom he serves currently as the primary 

caretaker. In the particular circumstances of this case, I accept the 

respondent's represel).tati.on that he voluntarily ceased practicing law 

in May, 2015, and conclude that a fair resolution of the parties' 

different .positions is to impose the order of temporary ·suspension 

effective from the date of the respondent's.sentencing, August 17, 

2015 . 

Dated: February tf , 2016 

Margot Botsford 
Associate Justice 


