Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Board of Public Accountancy
August 20, 2015
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES
1000 Washington Street, Room 1D
Boston, MA 02118

Board Members Present:

Regina D. Hunter, CPA, Chairwoman
Mark S. Robinson, CPA, Secretary
Randall S. Davis, CPA, Member,
Robin Kramer, CPA, Member

Board Members Not Present:

Open Seat, Public Member

Staff Members Present:

-James A. O’Connor, Board Legal Counsel
Ana Garcia, Associate Executive Director
Caroline Quan, Board Administrator

Call to Order the meeting was called to order at 10:07AM by Chairwoman Hunter.

Housekeeping and Evacuation Procedures

Board Legal Counsel O’Connor discussed the emergency evacuation procedures including a specified
meeting location outside the building so all may be accounted for in the event of an actual emergency
(the location is the Graybar parking lot across the street from the building’s entrance). For the
enjoyment and comfort of all attending, locations of restrooms and dining facilities were also reviewed.

General Business:

Deputy Director of Policy and Boards for the Division of Public Licensure, Robert Forte was present at
the beginning of the meeting to brief the Board on changes taking place in recent months with Board
staffing including the promotion of the Board’s long-time Executive Director, Neldy Jean-Francois to
Chief-of-Staff. Deputy Director Forte told the Board that he would be arranging a future meeting
between Board Chairwoman Hunter and members of administration to discuss any concerns related to
Board staffing. The Board acknowledged the excellent contributions of Ms. Jean-Francois over her
many years of service to the Board and wished her continued success in her new position.

The Board reviewed the June 18, 2015 meeting minutes. Thereafter, a motion was made by Member
Davis and seconded by Chairwoman Hunter, the Board voted to approve the June 18, 2015 minutes.
Member Kremer abstained from voting as she did not attend the June 18, 2015 meeting.




The Board reviewed a tentative 2016 Board Meeting Schedule prepared by Board Staff. Board members
were asked to review their schedules and let Board Staff know if any potential meeting dates were
conflicts. The schedule will be finalized at a future meeting.

Regulations Discussion Session: 10:05A.M. — 11:05A.M.

In accordance with a published advance notice the Board held a public outreach meeting to solicit
feedback and suggestions regarding possible revisions to 252 CMR 1.00 - 4.00. The review of the
regulations will be conducted pursuant to Executive Order 562, issued by Governor Baker on March 31,
2015.

The Board discussed the process of regulation review with Board Legal Counsel O’Connor leading the
discussion. Zachary Donah, Director of Governmental Affairs at the Mass Society of CPAs, Inc. was in
attendance and participated in the discussion. The actual regulation review will begin at our next
meeting and will be scheduled such that it will take a substantial part of meeting time. The Board also
discussed the possibility of scheduling additional meetings specifically devoted to regulation review and
reaching to the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy for input on the process and for
any information they may have on differences between Massachusetts regulations in their current state
and the provisions of the Uniform Accountancy Act (UAA).

Board members were advised to review the existing regulations and be prepared to discuss potential
changes in the spirit of the Governor’s Executive Order.

Discuss Settlement Offer: Prosecutor Annemarie Gallop-Belle- MG.L. c. 112 $65C [Closed Meeting]

On a motion by Member Kramer, seconded by Chairwoman Hunter, the Board voted unanimously to
suspend the open meeting pursuant to G.L-¢. 112, § 65C to discuss a settlement offer, Docket Number

CA-14-032 [J.A.W.] Member Davis recused himself from the discussion, leaving the room.

During the closed session, the Board took the following actions:
o CA-14-032 [J.AW]
The Board rejected the counter offer.
At the conclusion of the discussion on this matter, Member Davis returned to the meeting.
New Cases: under G.L. c. 112 5. 65C [Closed Session]

The Board continued to suspend the open meeting pursuant to G.L. c. 112, § 65C to discuss new
complaints, PCAOB Referrals, AICPA Referral and Docket Number CA-15-045 [K.M.]

During the closed session, the Board took the following actions:

e PCAOB Referrals
Member Kramer read all PCAOB Referrals sent to the Board since our last meeting and reported to the
Board on them. Member Kramer told the Board that recent PCAOB reports reflect marked

improvement from past referrals and that no Board action was required. The Board took no action
related to these referrals.

e AICPA Referral



Two referrals were made to the Board by the AICPA. The Board reviewed them and voted to open
complaints related to both referrals. Additionally, the AICPA requested an update on the status of
previous referrals they have made to the Board. The Board instructed staff to respond to the AICPA
with an update.

Recent referrals from the ACIPA are primarily related to Firmé or Individuals auditing some form of
Employee Benefit Plan while not complying with the Board’s Peer Review Requirements. The Board
intends to investigate these referrals thoroughly as these matters are of serious concern.

o CA-15-045 [KM]

The Board voted to send this case to prosecution with the recommendation of a fine in the amount of
$1,000. '

CPE Audits: [Closed Session]: under G.L. ¢. 112 5. 65C

The Board continued to suspend the open meeting pursuant to G.L. c. 112, § 65C to discuss ongoing
CPE Audits '

During the closed session, the Board took the following action:
e CA-15-026 [JM.]

Consistent with previous cases the Board voted to fine the individual $500 and to make up the deficient
CPE.

At the conclusion of the Closed Session, the Board unanimously voted to move back to open session.

Compliance Monitoring: Requesting Board Approval of Reviewer

o CA-13-022 [KH]
The Board took the following action:
The Board approved the selected reviewer.

Discuss Probation Termination

e CA-12-006 [PO]
The Board took the following action:
The Board voted to terminate the probation.

Review of Application-Deficiencies:

e Review of Short Form Application of David Root [self-employed]

The Board took the following action:



The Board authorized Chairwoman Hunter to ask for more information so that she may verify meeting
the requirement for full time work as it was not clearly evident to the Board that the requirement had
been met.

Correspondences:

The Board addressed and reviewed the items of correspondence as publicized in its agenda. The
correspondence and the Board’s action regarding each are as follows:

e Letter dated 06/12/15 from Edward C. Hunt, CPA re: CPE extension
The Board denied the request.

e Letter dated 06/19/15 from Joseph Finn, CPA re: CPE extension
The Board approved a 6 month extension to complete.

e Letter dated 6/24/15 from Deborah R. Bowman, CPA te: CPE e':xtension'
The Board approved a 6 month extension to complete. -

e TLetter dated 06/25/15 from John Sanders, CPA re: CPE extension
The Board approved a 6 month extension to complete.

e Letter dated 06/27/15 from Dale Pinkham Cavanaugh re: CPE extension

The Board approved a 6 month extension to complete contingent on a satisfactory letter form a Doctor.
If a satisfactory letter is provided to Board Staff they are authorized to approve.

e Letter dated 06/29/15 from Dennis Raimo, re: license renewal attestation statement
Chairwoman Hunter recused from the discussion and left the room.
The Board denied the request and further voted to open a complaint.
At the conclusion of the discussion, Chairwoman Hunter re-entered the room.
e Letter dated 06/29/15 from Debra Caldera re: CPE extension
The Board approved a 6 month extension to complete.
e Letter dated 07/06/15 from Curtis Morley re: CPE extension
The Board denied the request by vote of 3 to 1.
e Letter dated 07/07/15 from David Wexler re: CPE extension
The Board approved a 6 month extension to complete.

e Letter dated 07/20/15 from Jacqueline Kelley re: CPE extension



The Board approved a 6 month extension to complete contingent on a satisfactory letter form a Doctor.
o Letter dated 07/15/15 from Ronald Surabian re: CPE exténsion
The Board denied the request.
e Letter dated 07/24/15 from Jaime Rame re: CPE extension -
The Board tabled this request seeking more information.
e Letter dated 07/27/15 from Jordan Baumer re: CPE extension
The Board denied the request.
e Email dated 07/27/15 frém Abby McCurrey, CPA to Carol Larkin re: Peer Review extension
The Board approved the request.

New Business:

Open Session for Topics not reasonably anticipated by the Chair 48 hours in advance of meeting

e FEmail from Karen Miller

The Board staff is to provide further guidance thru existing regulations.

e Reinstatement request from Thomas O’Connor CA 12-002
The Board approved the request.
e License application of Daniel Tiedemann

The Board reviewed the application and discussed with Mr. Tiedemann. The Board voted unanimously
to approve the license application.

Adjournment

Chairwoman Hunter obtained assurance from the Board’s staff that the day’s agenda had ‘been
completed, and there being no objections, on a motion by Member Davis seconded by Secretary
Robinson, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the August 20, 2015 meeting at 1:01PM.

Respectfully submitted,

LoD
v P
Mark S. Robinson, CPA

Secretary, ‘
Massachusetts Board of Registration of Public Accountancy



List of Documents Used by the Board at the Open Meeting:

Letter dated 06/12/15 from Edward C. Hunt, CPA re: CPE extension

Letter dated 06/19/15 from Joseph Finn, CPA re: CPE extension

Letter dated 6/24/15 from Deborah R. Bowman, CPA re: CPE extension

Letter dated 06/25/15 from John Sanders, CPA re: CPE extension

Letter dated 06/27/15 from Dale Pinkham Cavanaugh re: CPE extension

Letter dated 06/29/15 from Dennis Raimo, re: license renewal attestation statement
Letter dated 06/29/15 from Debra Caldera re: CPE extension

Letter dated 07/06/15 from Curtis Morley re: CPE extension

Letter dated 07/07/15 from David Wexler re: CPE extension

Letter dated 07/20/15 from Jacqueline Kelley re: CPE extension

Letter dated 07/15/15 from Ronald Surabian re: CPE extension

Letter dated 07/24/15 from Jaime Rame re: CPE extension

Letter dated 07/27/15 from Jordan Baumer re: CPE extension

Email dated 07/27/15 from Abby McCurrey, CPA to Carol Larkin re: Peer Review extension

List of Documents Used by the Board at the Open Meeting on topics not reasonably anticipated by
the Chair 48 hours in advance of meeting:

Email from Karen Miller
Reinstatement request from Thomas O’Connor CA 12-002
License application of Daniel Tiedemann




