
 

Board Interpretation Regarding PVC for Various Installation Scenarios 

 

            
 
         
         

     

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                      
 
                                                                                                                                                              

          PVC Up                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                            All residential units above 

             SLAB 2ND FLOOR                                                                                        SLAB 2ND FLOOR
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                Cast Iron through roof 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

          SLAB 1ST FLOOR                                                                                              SLAB 1ST FLOOR
 

                                                      PVC Up                                                   Cast Iron Up                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                   ● PVC cleanout                                      ● Cast Iron cleanout                                                 ● Cast Iron cleanout 

                                                      Building C.O.  ●                                                                                          

 
                                                                                                                                                             Building Drain 
                                                                                                                                                      

 

PVC piping is allowed in 
buildings 10 stories or 
less. The number of 
stories as determined on 
the Building Permit / Card 

Example 1: A building is 9 levels above grade and 
2 levels of parking below grade. The Building Permit 
lists the building as11 stories. NOTE: No PVC may 
be used. 
Example 2: In the same scenario as above, the 
Building Permits lists the building as 9 stories. 
NOTE: PVC is allowed 

One  transition  allowed 
on Main stack C.I. to PVC 

Fire rated shaft: PVC is 
allowed through commercial 
space. All penetrations must be 
fire stopped per 780 CMR. 

PVC stack serving 
residential only 

No commercial waste 
shall enter into PVC 

Cast Iron for commercial space

PVC branch from 
Soil Stack Allowed

PVC Stack 
through roof 

Piping located in commercial 
space must be Cast Iron to 
Similar material when not 
enclosed in a fire rated ceiling 

May transition to PVC for 
Main Drain after commercial 
waste enters 

May be Cast Iron until the 
last commercial connection 

Commercial Space

Vent Stacks are not shown for clarity of drawing 


