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+THE COMMONWEZALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
In the Year Two Thousand and Four
AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE DEFINITION OF A VETERAN,

Be it enacred by the Senate and House of Representatives ip General couft
assembled, and by thce authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Clause Forty-third of section 7 of chaprer 4 of the Genexal
Lawi, as appearing in the 2002 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking
out cha definition of "Vetcran" and inserting in place thereof the £ollowing
definition:-

"Yareran? shall mean (1) wany pereon, (&) whoue¢ last discharge or release
from his wartime service as defined herein, was under hoporable conditicons and
who (b] scrved in che army, n&vy, marine corps, coast guard., or air force of
the OUnited Staces, or en full time national guard duty under Titleés 10 or 32
of the Unitad Statcs Goda or undcr sec¢tions 38, 40 and 41 of chaprer 33 for
not less than 90 days active service, at leasc 1 day of which was for wartims
service: provided, however, that any person who so served in wartime and was
awarded a service-connected digability or a Purple Heart, or who died in such
scrvice under conditions other than dishonorable, shall be deemad to be a vet-
cran notwirhstanding his failure &c complete 30 days of active service; (2) a
menbar of the American Mcrchant Marine who served in armed conflict beobween
December 7, 1941 and December 31, 1946. aod who has xecelved honorzble dis-
charges from tha United States Ceast Guard, Amwy, or Navy; (3) &ny person
(a) whose last discharge from active sexvice was under honoxeble candiciens,
and 'h'h.D (b) =erved in the army. navy, marine corps, coast guard, or air forca
of the United Statcs for not less than 180 days active scrvice; provided, how-
ever, that any person who So served and was awarded a scrvice-connected dies-
ability or who died in such service under conditions othér than dishonorable,
=hall be deemed to be a vereran notwithstanding his failure to complete
160 days of active service.

SECTION 2. mNotwithstanding any gensral or special law to the coatrary, ne

benefits provided to a wckeran purduant to chapter 115 of the Gener=sl Lawa or
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“ any other benefits as provided co the veteran by the commonowesalth shall be re-

! duced or ¢xtinguished in order o cffeccuate chis acc,
|

Housz of Representatives, May ﬂ . 2004
Passcd Lo be ecnacted, "%4"4 &wm . Speaker,
In Senate, May fF , 200%.
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