Unit V

Wrap Up

1.  Procedures for obtaining a motorcycle license.

There are two was to obtain your motorcycle license.  One is to go through a Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) certified, MA. Rider Education Program  (MREP) approved motorcycle safety course, the other is to take the RMV road test.  Since you are here will discuss the first option.

Student who complete and pass an MREP approved motorcycle safety course do not have to take the RMV motorcycle road test and the road test fees are waived.

Once you have completed and passed the MREP approved motorcycle safety course, your Site Coordinator will submit your information to the Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV).  If you have pre-paid all of the required fees and have no outstanding issues the RMV will mail you your license.  Please make sure that the Site Coordinator and the RMV have your current address on record.

If you have not pre-paid for the motorcycle endorsement or you have outstanding issues you will be mailed a Certificate of MA. Rider Education Program.  You will now need to visit a RMV branch to obtain your motorcycle endorsement.  Some outstanding issues could be;

· Unpaid parking tickets, excise tax, child support or fast lane violations

· Has a pending suspension due to obtaining warrants

· Is in a suspension or revoked status

· Has an expired motorcycle permit

· Has not meet all Jr operator license requirements

· Holds an MA. ID or Liquor ID

Once you have satisfied all outstanding issues, the motorcycle endorsement can be issued.

Items you must present at an RMV branch before a motorcycle endorsement can be issued:

· Completed and stamped Certificate of MA. Rider Education Program

· Valid motorcycle permit

· $15.00 for motorcycle endorsement or $33.75 for motorcycle only (if you didn’t pre-pay) 

· Current MA. Drivers license, if applying for motorcycle endorsement

· Completed license application

· If under 18 years of age…

· Must obtain parent or guardian signature on application

· Must complete driver’s education

· Must hold motorcycle permit for a minimum of six months.

YOU MUST CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE RULES OF YOUR PERMIT UNTIL YOU RECEIVE YOUR MOTORCYCLE ENDORSEMENT WHICH ARE:

· You may not carry a passenger

· You can drive only during daylight hours (between sunrise and sunset)

· You must wear a DOT standard helmet

· You must wear eyeglasses, goggles or a protective face shield unless the motorcycle has a windshield or screen.

· You may operate your motorcycle with your permit in another state as long as it does not violate that state’s laws.

2.  Information regarding MA. personal gear requirements

Per the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Driver’s Manual –

State law requires motorcyclist and their passengers to wear helmets that meet the current U.S. DOT’s Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 218.  Labels indicating that a helmet meets this standard must be placed both inside and outside the helmet.  DOT standard helmet can prevent or reduce head injury in case of a crash

Eyeglasses, goggles, or a protective face shield MUST be worn, unless the motorcycle has a wind shield or screen.  Ideally you and your passenger should always wear eye protection

You should wear long sleeves and full trousers to help maintain body heat and moisture, protect against sunburn, and reduce skin abrasion in case of a crash.  Heavy clothing provides more protection if it fits properly.  Leather and modern abrasion-resistant synthetic materials provide the best protection.  To make yourself more visible to drivers, use retroreflective tape to brighten darkly colored riding gear.  In addition, you should wear full finger leather gloves to protect your hands and better grip the motorcycle hand controls.

To ensure good footing and protection against hot metal or moving parts, you should wear sturdy over the ankle shoes, rather than sneakers and sandals.  Boots provide the best protection and offer additional ankle support.

Passengers should wear the same riding gear as you do, and he or she MUST wear a DOT standard helmet and eye protection.  Your passenger should sit behind you on the motorcycle and never sit sidesaddle.   

3. Information regarding MA. motorcycle equipment requirements 

The law requires any motorcycle to have a number of safety equipment items in good working order.  Those items include a horn, rearview mirror, fenders, a muffler, and brakes.  Law requires one left mirror but two are recommended.

The front of your motorcycle must be fitted with a white, properly aimed headlight.  When it is attached to a motorcycle, a sidecar must have a white forward facing light.  The law also requires your motorcycle to have a rear, red taillight, a stoplight and a white light to illuminate the license plate.

Your motorcycle seat must be secured properly, and handlebars must not be above your shoulders when seated properly. 

To have a passenger on your motorcycle it must separate footrests, a handstrap, and a securely fastened seat unless it has a sidecar that is designed to carry a passenger.

Every motorcycle must pass an annual safety and emissions inspection

4. Information regarding MA. motorcycle insurance requirements

The law requires liability insurance for all registered motorcycles.  There are compulsory minimum limits for this insurance similar to automotive coverage, and additional coverage is available including collision and comprehensive insurance.  Graduates of an MREP-approved motorcycle safety course are entitled to a 10% discount on parts 1 through 8 and 12 of their insurance.

COVERAGE #1 IS COMPULSORY WITH LIMITS OF $20000 PER PERSON AND $40000 PER ACCIDENT WHICH IS REQUIRED BY THE STATE 


COVERAGE #2, PERSONAL INJURY PROTECTION, STATE REQUIRES $8000 


COVERAGE #3 IS LIABILITY COVERAGE FOR UNDERINSURED AUTOMOBILISTS, STATE REQUIRE  $20000 PER PERSON $40000 PER ACCIDENT.

COVERAGE #4  PROPERTY DAMAGE, THE STATUTORY LIMIT MANDATED BY THE STATE IS $5000. 

For more specific information concerning your motorcycle insurance please speak with your insurance agent.
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