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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Women Veterans’ Network

Minutes of Meeting, July 8th, 2016

 49 Tiffany Circle, Millbury, MA 01527

The Women Veterans’ Network Steering Committee held a committee meeting on July 8th, 2014. The following members were present: Cathy Corkery, Sue Katz, Ana Silva, Brenda Heller, Sally Nay, Viviana Marcotte.

Opening remarks and introduction. The WVN Steering Committee welcomed Sue Katz to the meeting. Ms. Katz is an outreach coordinator for the American Credit Consumer Counseling organization has dedicated her career to assisting military members, veterans and their families with financial education to include the annual women veterans conferences.  

Viviana welcomed all members and thanked the committee for their dedication to the 8th Annual Women Veterans Conference in May. The steering committee discussed community feedback of the conference to include improvements that could be used for next year. The committee all agreed that even though the location was well received, there were too many downfalls to the building logistically.  It would be ideal to host the conference in Marlborough, MA for 2017. Viviana agreed and will present it to DVS. 

Viviana also discussed the national conference. The NASWVC hosted their 17th Annual State Women Veteran Coordinator conference in Boston and the WVN was showcased. Many of the other states do not have a network specifically for women veterans and it was vital to discuss our best practices. Carolyn Mason-Wholley presented on VA Boston as well as being a long time member of the WVN Steering Committee. There were 23 states represented and the feedback was very positive regarding benefits and our network available for women in Massachusetts. 

Viviana presented a new event that was requested by DVS regarding employment and training for women veterans. The WVN will be hosting a women veteran job/resource fair in October. Viviana asked the committee their thoughts and suggestions for the event. Members provided input on what should be featured: Boots to Business, Workforce Central, Resume Bars, Negotiating, LinkdIn, and other employers. The event will be held in Boston and would be the first woman veteran centered job fair in the state’s history.

The Women Veteran Appreciation Day is also approaching quickly. Viviana mentioned the need for a keynote speaker and the possibility of moving the event to the Hall of Flags. The committee decided to keep it in Memorial Hall for the present time. The nomination form will be emailed next month. 

The committee will be touring Cathy’s House end of the year after the WVAD event. There is also an upcoming non-profit for women who struggle with alcohol abuse starting in the NorthShore. Viviana also mentioned that the August meeting will be featuring a presentation by SSVF and there will be a more in depth discussion on future events. Viviana reminded the committee to keep the group informed if there are any events they believe the WVN should have presence or involvement to please forward information to her email. 

Community Updates:

Ana: The National Guard will be hosting a Lunch n Learn regarding financial education at the JFK Building in Boston. Ana also suggested a Luncheon in March 2017 for women Guard members who may not be aware of the resources they are eligible for. 

Cathy: Getting ready for the Boston Stand Down where she will be joining members of DPH to provide aide for homeless veterans with feet issues. Cathy mentioned the need for sock donations. 

Brenda: There is legal need for a woman veteran with a service dog who is having issues with her landlord. The committee offered suggestions such as Legal Shelter Services, Harvard Law, and other options. 

Sue: The planning for the Money Conference is underway. There have been some complications with the location, however it is now at Worcester State College end of October. Sue reminded the committee if there are any veterans in need of financial advice, please forward all contacts to her. 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:23pm. 

Next date scheduled for August 12th, 2016
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