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2.01: Scope and Purpose

(1) Scope and Purpose. The scope and p nrpnsL of 108 CMR, and any directives promulgated -pusuant-to
themthereunder by the Secretary of Veterans’ Smﬂlws of the Lommonweaith of Me\‘;sachusetts by is {o govern the
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propee-administration of public-assistance gnd benefits to veferans and their dependents
other-benefits-te vaterans-snd-their-dependents: In a consistent and objective manner,

(2) Severability. If any provision of 108 CMR or its application is held to be invalid, such iﬁvalidi’sy shall not affect
other provisions or their application.

2.02: Definitions
Unless the context otherwise requires, terms used in 108 CMR shall have the following meanings:
Applicant is any pesson who applies for assistance pursuant to M.G.L. ¢. 115,

Authorizer is Department of Veterans' Services personnel designated to review and authorize requests for
reimbursement from municipalities.

Commonwealth means the Commonwealth of Massachuseits,
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| Department of Veterans' Services, Departitent, gr-ef “DVS” means the Massachusetts Department of Yeterans'
Services.

Dependent means auy person who satisfiegé the definition of “dependent” in M.G.L. ¢, 115, § 1 and 108 CMR
3.0804.

District is the combination of two or more adjoining towns or municipalities and is governed by the provisions of
M.G.L. c. 115 § 10 through § 15,

Gold Star Spouse or Gold Star Parent means 4 spouse or parent who meets the eriteria for membership in the Gold
Star Wives of America as established by 36 U.8.C A, §8 80301-80512 orfthe American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. as
established by 36 US.C A §6 211012112, and shall include marrisd same.sex souples, and their chitdren, in
geeordance with Massachusetts law,




Gross Income means income received from any source without regard for deductions.

imputed Income means the menetary value assigned to 2 benefit that an applicant or recipient is entitled to, but not
actually in receipt of.

Income means the combined money or its earned or unearned equivalent as further defined in 108 CMR 6.01¢4).

Instifution means any homeless shelter, hospital, nursing home, Soldiers' Homes at Chelsea and Holyoke, United
States Department of Veterans' Affairs residential home, or other facility at which the applicant or recipient receives
shelter, food and other services at no cost,

§§ 1 and 6A; and also includes Merchant Marine members who served In armed conflict between December 7, 1941
and August 15, 1945, and who have received discharges under honorable conditions from the U.S: Army, Navy or
Coast Guard.

Recipient is any person to whom, or for whom, financial or medical assistance is provided pursuant to M.G.L. ¢.
115, including any dependent receiving benefits under M G.L, ¢, 115 and 108 CMR,

Reside means to be present within & eity or town of the Commonwealth notwithstanding the lack of present abode,
with no present intention of definite and early removal, but not necessarily with the intention of remaining
permanently, However, any such person who enters the Commonwealth solely for the purpose of obtaining veterans'
benefits shall not be considered to reside in the Commonwealth,

Secretary means the Secretary of Veterans' Services of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Suspension means cessation of M.G.L. c. 115 benefits, but resumption of benefits does not necessarily require a new
application,

Termination means discontinuance or end of MLG.L. ¢, 115 béneﬁts, but upon resumption of benetits a new
application will be required.

Transitional Housing means facilities in which residents must pay for shelter or food and they return to the same bed
each night, Other services may be provided at tio cost.

VA means the United States Department of Veterans' Affairs,

Veteran means any person who satisties the definition of Veteran in M.G.L. c. 4, § 7, clause forty-third, and M.G.L.
c, 115, §§ I and 6A.

Veterans' Agent means a Veterans' Services Officer appointed pursuant to MLG.L. c. 115, § 3 and St. 1972, c. 471, if
applicable or a Velerans” Benefits and Services Officer as veferenced in St 2014 ¢ 62 and MG L. ¢ 115, § 3B,

Voluntary Unemployment o's-ewiaetsor failureto-aet
without good cause, to follow the work search requir s setout in 115 CMR 7.01(43 or the refusal, without
gond tause, o accept a pood {aith offer of emplovment for which the applicant ot recipient is reasonably qualified

about-by-one's-owiacts-or failureteet means the failure,
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based on his or her skills, trafning. physical condition and present circumstances.

Web-VEMIS means the web-baged Veterans Services Management Information System.
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2.03; Compliange with Bxecutive Order No, 145

The Secretary has reviewed 108 CMR and determined that it has no impact on those municipalities already in
compliance with it.

REGULATORY AUTHORITY

108 CMR 2.00: M.G.L. ¢. 115,




