
Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women 
2009 Unsung Heroines 

 
Listed by City/Town 

UNSUNG HEROINE CITY/TOWN NOMINATED BY 
Ruth K. Wade Amherst Cheryl Zoll 
Joan H. Duff Andover Senator Susan Tucker 
Debra Dagwan Barnstable Paula and Diane Fay 

Lysetta Hurge-Putnam Barnstable 
Mary Brunette, Sandra J. Cashen, Joanie Harrington, William 
A. Mason, Ted Meyer, Lee O’Brien, Kathy Pett Ryman 

Maureen Widing Barre Senator Stephen M. Brewer 
Lorraine A. Cedar Berlin Eloise E. Salls 
Patricia Ho Beverly Elizabeth Fragola 
Cheryl Farrell Billerica Carol Walsh 
Carolyn Grey Billerica Esther Pearson 
Rona Balco Bolton Joe Kovacs 
Lily Lawn-Tsao, M.D. Boston May Lee 
Anita P. Sharma Boston Samia Kirmani 
Lakenya M. Johnson Boston - Dorchester Jennifer Alvarez, Jeanne Dasaro, Arlene Ihegie 
Gretchen Grozier Boston - Jamaica Plain Margaret Bratschi, Elizabeth Charney 
G. Nadine Johnson-Jesionek Boston - Roslindale Karen Vocci 
Karen L. Payne Boston - Roslindale Deborah McKenney 
Pattie McCormick Boston - South Boston Harry Duvall, Denise Lynch, Representative Brian Wallace 
Carol Delorey Brockton Senator Thomas P. Kennedy 
Michelle DuBois Brockton Representative Christine Canavan 
Taruna Garg Brookline Samia Kirmani 
Arlisha T. Johnson  Brookline Alberta Lipson 
Roxann Mascoll Cambridge Ivey St. John 
Rhonda McPherson Cambridge Nancy Ryan 
Jayne Vranos Charlton Senator Stephen M. Brewer, Kathleen Walker 
Carol Lareau Chicopee Kathleen Imbruno 
Harriet Dyer Colrain Colrain Board of Selectmen 
Eileen Cardogno Douglas Representative Paul Kujawski 
Paula J. Lewis East Bridgewater Representative Allen J. McCarthy 
Suzanne Raposo Fall River Michael Ramos 
Carolyn Partan Falmouth Representative Timothy Madden 
Margo Van Peterson Florida Frances K. Bedini 
Judith Harrington Foxborough Representative Jay Barrows 
Phyllis A. May Framingham Representative Pam Richardson 
Paula Mullen Franklin Jeffrey N. Roy 
Juni Van Dyke Gloucester Maggie Rosa 
Marian Hazzard Grafton Beckley Alley Gaudette 
Sandra Newman Great Barrington Liana Toscanini 
Esther M. Pearson Groton Tiffini Pearson 
Susan Basile Halifax Charles Seelig 
Kathryn Shore Holliston Senator Karen Spilka 
Mary C. Pratt Hopkinton Representative Carolyn Dykema 

Barbara Ostberg Ipswich 
Gail Anderson, Joan Cook, Susan Glessner, Maureen A. 
Leonard, Selectwoman Ingrid F. Miles 

Mary Marra Lawrence Senator Susan Tucker 
Lois Dorr-Wicklund Leicester Bonita Keefe-Layden 
Margery M. Battin Lexington Deborah Mauger 
Ruth Sandow Longmeadow Marjorie Gilbert 

Brenda P. Maille Lowell 
Representative Kevin J. Murphy, Senator Steven 
Panagiotakos 

Susan Glenny Lunenburg Representative Jennifer Benson 
Mary A. Wheeler Lynn Gary Langis 
Claire DeRosa Mansfield Representative Jay Barrows 
Patricia Pazzaneze Marlborough Fran Hurley 
Beverly Baccelli Mattapoisett Cheryl Osimo 
Sarah Munroe Medford Stephanie Lee 
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Mary Cail Melrose Catherine E. Joyce 
Joyce Wyman Methuen Former City Councilor Kathleen Corey Rahme 
Amelia P. O’Malley Middleton George Harvey, Marcia L. Sweeney 
Pamela MacLeod-Lima New Bedford Rebecca McCullough 
Danielle Gallagher Newburyport Willow Ann Tervo 
Lillian Tarr North Andover Debra DeMella 
Suzanne Lewandowski North Brookfield Senator Stephen M. Brewer 
Robbin Fitzgerald Norwell Laura Wallace 
Lucy I. Tessnau Oakham Selectman Jeffrey A. Young 
L. Doris Olson Orange Wendy Johnson 
Ruth Bassingthwaite Petersham Selectwoman Nancy S. Allen 
Heather M. McNeice Pittsfield Mary Beth Eldridge 
Carolyn Valli Pittsfield Cynthia Nasman 
Ingeborg Kelleher Plymouth Rory Kelleher 
Honey Weiss Plymouth Robert Weiss 
Sandra G. Henry Plympton Senate President Therese Murray 
Jean Brewster Randolph Stefani Brewster 
Dawn M. Woodman Revere Mayor Thomas G. Ambrosino 

VeAnn Campbell Salem 
Mayor Kimberly Driscoll, Representative John D. Keenan, 
Representative Steven Walsh 

Mara Evans Sandwich Special Education Surrogate Parent Program 
Elena Novero Sandwich Lauren Melillo 
Inez Flinn Sheffield Gilian Shallcross 
Dolores LaPiana Somerville Representative Denise Provost 
Deborah Muscella Somerville Dr. Kathryn A. Wheeler 
Yoko Kato South Hadley Kristina Maria Nunez 
Susan Kozub Southampton Teresa Barton, Southampton Board of Selectman 
Lisa Braccio Southborough Senator James Eldridge, Representative Danielle Gregoire 
Eleanor Green Springfield Audrey M. Millgate 
Vanessa Pabon Springfield Dr. Denise L. Pagan-Vega 
Rebecca Jacques Stoneham Sharon Iovanni 
Alice Martini Sturbridge Bonita Keefe-Layden 
Kathleen D. Romasco  Sutton Representative Jennifer Callahan 
Alison Lima Taunton Barbara J. Burgo 
Lisa Tito, M.D. Taunton Ginny Starvish 
Lucinda A. Nolet Topsfield Sally S. Howard 
Linda Michele Cannon Townsend Leslie Walker Gabrilska 
Wendy Dennis Wakefield Elizabeth Freeman 
Betsy Sheeran Wakefield Fred Rich 
Rosie Heidkamp Wendell  Margo Culley 
Priscilla A. Holmes West Boylston Jill C. Dagilis 
Barbara G. Trant Westfield Dr. Joseph A. Dupelle 
Patricia L. Mason Westford Gloria Gilbert 
Valerie Sullivan Weymouth Michael T. Molisse 
Ann A. Richard Whitman Representative Allen J. McCarthy 
Jennifer Perilli Windsor Diane Sturtevant 
Maryann Lounsbury Winthrop Speaker of the House Robert A. DeLeo 
Regina Johnson Woburn Representative James J. Dwyer 
 


