Essex Public Hearing Minutes 12/10/2008
John Blodgett, District Attorney of Essex County- testified about domestic violence prevention and prosecution in Essex County. He reported that the County has improved their training programs for police officers. There is ongoing and enhanced collaboration between local police departments and the District attorney’s office. Over the past three months every police officer in Swampscott, Peabody, Salem, Amesbury and Danvers has been trained on the tell tale signs of an abuser and battered signs. He reported that in response to changed decision of courts that have made hear say testimony inadequate for prosecution they continue to train police officer and first responders to write detailed reports before injuries of abuse that is seen are treated. Statewide serial batterers are a problem, “78% of the people who are prosecuted for domestic violence are people who have been consistent over the months, they are people who are serial batterers and the most cunning of these serial batterers are true predators. They have multiple victims, they have been involved in multiple jurisdictions, they have been involved in multiple court cases.” His suggestion is that the commission asks the Department of Probation, Childhood Data Collection and other related entities to do better at keeping track of those individuals who have been in the system on numerous occasions. He is supporting a senate bill S62 that will target serial batterers and give them longer sentences up to 5years which will keep victims safe and allow victims to heal and recover financially while the perpetrator is being held. He hoped the commission will get involved. Another issue briefly mentioned was that of high increase in cases of juvenile domestic violence against members of the household specifically with parents being the victims.
Barbara St. Pierre, Chair of Gloucester Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Partnership- testified about child sexual abuse as a public health epidemic in the U.S. as declared by the CDC. Sexual abuse affects  1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys before they reach the age of 15. Child sexual abuse may have life long consequences including poor health and mental outcome. The epidemic is fueled by shame, secrecy and denial which allow for the harm of children to continue. ‘86% of all victims of sexual assault both children and adults are female, 69% of victims are under the age of six and up to 96% of offenders of child sexual abuse are reported to be male.’ Statistics are likely to be lower than actual figures. The Partnership including the Enough Abuse Campaign of Massachusetts is aimed at prevention of child sexual abuse. “Greater than 90% of all sexual abuse is perpetrated by someone who knows that child or the family.” Her three recommendations are that:
1. All adults and communities commit to becoming educated about the tell tale signs of child sexual abuse and child sexual abusers and act on this.
2. The establishment of a statewide clearing house for child sexual abuse prevention efforts in Massachusetts is prioritized.

3. That the need for financial support in the prevention effort be recognized and included by the State.
Their initial grant was from the CDC. For more information visit www.enoughabuse.org
Karen Kline, North Andover, started an organization American Community Think tank– testified about increased youth violence at home, and the relation with economic situation. She commented about parents sending children with problems to schools for teachers to deal with the problems that they have failed to address. She recommended alternative programs that are affordable for at risk children.
Bridget Brewer, Leisa Lackland and Hillarie McGuffie, Girls Inc, Lynn- testified about young women needing to be in charge of their sexual health and relationships in order to be in charge of other critical areas of their lives. They mentioned education and higher education achievement being necessary to reduce levels of teen pregnancy. Mi Vida, Mi Viaje is a teen pregnancy prevention program offered by Girls Inc, Lynn that works directly with girls and their families. The girls have to be age 11 to 15 and must have and older brother or sister who is a teen parent to qualify for the program. They run after school programs and Bridget teaches pregnancy prevention programs in schools. The provide resource and information to girls. They requested help in advocating for parents who receive vouchers for childcare based on income statuses that have been laid off. After parents are laid off they can only receive the vouchers for 8 – 12 weeks and thereafter are cut off. “72 % of the girls served by Girls Inc. live in single parent homes with their mothers.” These parents may be out looking for work or are underemployed and are not in a position to pay for the program or provide the care that these programs offer such as transport, healthy meals, help with home work, activities and enrichment programs. 
Tammy Heaberlin, North Andover- testified about domestic violence, child abuse and parent alienation/child alienation. She spoke about parent alienation among divorced parents as a form of emotional child abuse. The child is brainwashed to break the relationship that the he/she once had with the other parent. She recommended programs in schools for children with divorced parents to teach children what is normal. She also brought up that this was once only a problem that men experience but women are also beginning to experience this alienation where children are often used as tools of revenge against the former spouse. Divorce is on the rise and several states have declared Parent Alienation Awareness Day, however not Massachusetts.
Sunny Robinson, Founder and Co-Chair of Gloucester’s Coalition for the Prevention of Domestic Abuse- testified about teen pregnancy and domestic abuse. She addressed media impact around sexuality, sexualization and consumerism around sexuality as it pertains to teen pregnancy. Her recommendation to the commission was “to help young women and girls have other ways of being powerful, feeling powerful and expressing their role in the world.” Domestic abuse is a public health problem as it affects the entire community not just the victim or abuser. She recommends that the commission stipulate and support the growth of coalitions to bring public and private citizens together to increase awareness in the community. She mentioned District Attorney Blodgett’s  bill S62 as being a step that will change the environment in which people commits acts of domestic abuse. She spoke about increased militarization and female soldiers reporting abuse in the military and having to keep quiet about it. She recommended that the commission collaborate with veterans associations to figure out how to do something about this problem.
Elizabeth Renn, Assistant Director of North Shore Rape Crisis Center- testified about the free services offered by North Shore Rape Crisis Center and about the need for continued funding. She recommended a continued focus on the future of women, specifically about health and education as a right.

Kirsten Bergethon, Social Worker- testified about crimes against women including stalking, rape, dating violence and domestic violence. Domestic violence education is not enough, penalties are too light, rapists spend little time in jail and robbery is taken more seriously than rape. She expressed the need for a change in the way people think about women. Crimes against women are hate crimes with a need for matching penalties.
Karen Sarete, Swampscott- testified about her divorce from an abusive spouse who threatened to kill her. Her former spouse will not pay child support and the legal system has not been helpful to her both in making him pay child support and in keeping him away form her. Her children are in counseling and she is in a desperate financial situation.
Amanda DeJesus, Child care service provider from Lynn- testified about needing a representative in the house to support the family child care bill which has not passed in the past sessions. This bill would enhance the quality of child care, and she recommended that the commission support the bill.

Kimberly Whitmore, Director of Information Services of North Shore Elder Services- testified that “Roughly 70% of family care givers for older adults are female.” There are several programs in Massachusetts funded by both state and federal funding that provide support to family care givers. However, currently spouses in Massachusetts are excluded from being able to become a primary care giver. The state will not pay a spouse to be a primary care giver but will pay an adult daughter or son even though a spouse usually has to quit working to take care of that adult.  There are several states that have changed their model of the Medicare program to include spouses. She asked that the commission support the amendment of Section 9 of Chapter 118E which Mass Home Care is supporting which will change the language to include spouses within the definition of family members to be paid for care.
Representative Mary Grant- testified about beginning to think about public policy that will deal with economic security.  There are not many pensions and families who are in a situation where higher care is costing so much and they are left in a position where they are not able save for their own care and it is mostly women who are left behind that are not economically secure and headed into poverty.
Chair of the hearing testified about women’s economic security and development. She recommended that the commission continue in the short term advocating for services but in the long term think about the root causes of those problems and how to level the playing field. 

Kim Daly, Nurse Practitioner, Rockport– testified about helping organizations trying to prevent teen pregnancy. She advocated for comprehensive health care for teens. She recommended three things as being necessary to prevent teen pregnancy:
1. Access to accurate information. They need to have comprehensive education.

2. Access to comprehensive health services which may be confidential.

3. A sense of future goals.

She said there is need to identify at risk young girls and more of an emphasis on looking at youth and the problems that affect them.  She said that when budget cuts occur school based health programs are usually the first to be cut and this affects the future of our state.
 (Couldn’t make out name), Salem- testified about children of divorce education programs. She mentioned state mandate divorce education programs that were done in the past in other states and how beneficial they were to the children and recommended that these programs be done in Massachusetts.

