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Welcome
Commissioner Greer opened the hearing and asked the other commissioners to introduce themselves. Then the hearing was opened for testimony.

Testimony
Lily Hsu: Resident of Framingham. Chair of the Metrowest Community Health Care Foundation, a non profit organization whose mission is to address the unmet health needs of residents who live in twenty-five cities and towns in Metrowest. In the ten year history of the Foundation, we have founded a number of projects that directly benefit the health of women, daughters and family members. In these tough times the needs of women and all residents of the area have increased, especially for those who have no health insurance or limited English proficiency. The data we have collected shows that women and other venerable populations tend to either forgo or experience in greater intensity certain health related issues. The Kaiser Family Foundation recently found that individuals make choices between necessary and basic items, like prescription medications, food, gas and heat during economic downturns. The Wall Street Journal notes even those with health coverage would tend to defer health care during these times. In our own area the rates of domestic violence is reported on the rise by the MetroWest Daily News, trend that occurs whenever there is a recession. Existing conditions which have been documented for some MetroWest communities such as ethnic health disparities in disease rates such as breast cancer. Over all the rates breast cancer in MetroWest are above the state average, with MetroWest averaging 139.8/100,000 residents vs. the state of Massachusetts average of 131/100,000. Another disturbing statistic is the rate of teen pregnancy. Framingham’s rate is 28.1/1000, and Marlborough is 29.1/1000 girls. Both of these statistics are above the state average of 22.2/1000. In response to these issues the Foundation has provided funding to support teen pregnancy and reproductive health programs, recently we awarded a 25,000 dollar grant. Pediatric and parinatal case manager support, to ensure pregnant women and new moms’ access to health care at the rate of 53000 dollars. Domestic violence prevention programs at just under 90000, funding for a free medical clinic in our area 128000 dollars. One of our largest and most successful programs which has shown improved health status as well as cost savings to individuals has been a prescription medication program that provides free or reduced price medications; we have funded this project over the past three years at 235000 dollars. We have funded an access to health care programs which assist the residents to get health coverage with another grant of 139000. Most recently we responded to the needs of some of the food pantries in our communities and awarded a total of 200000 dollars to the all of the food pantries of MetroWest cities and towns so that they could address some of the basic need. Our foundation will continue its efforts to address the health care needs of MetroWest which very often directly affect women. Because of the significant role women play as caretakers and heads of households, it also means the devastating times on families of MetroWest will impact or next generation. We ask the CSW to partner with us to advocate for services and resources to address what are basic human needs. Thank you for this time.

Greer: Questions?

Hsu: About two years ago the foundation decided to be somewhat more proactive in its mission to address health needs. National data as well as local data we had collected, showed surprising rates of obesity and overweight children as well as lack of activity has been well documented. We launched a public media campaign that attracted some attention and we were very pleased to see that it raised awareness. In addition to that we have funded a number of projects from starting a special initiative to a lot organizations grants for funding for help for populations . Several of the projects have been successful . We are now starting to see results, and I am very happy about that.

Greer: Thank you. The next speaker is Kitty Mahoney.

Mahoney: Thank you to the MCSW and Framingham State College for hosting tonight’s public hearing. My name is Kitty Mahoney, I am a single parent and I am also a public health nurse for Framingham. Since single family homes are predominately women as heads of households given that public health nursing is predominantly a female profession, I think that gives me a rather unique position to testify both personally and professionally tonight, the economic impact has had on families and public health nursing both.

All families, including single parent ones, have been advised to tighten our belts, no make frivolous or unnecessary purchases and suggest dining in instead of dining out. Madams, I tell you, we have been doing that for some time now. What advice is left on that front where there is no more tightening to be had? What do families carve it out of when there are no more savings to dip into? I am here to tell you where many find it. Health insurance is the first to go when a job is lost or hours reduced. Women and their children go without annual physical or dental exams, pap smears, mammograms they will go without important health screenings and sometimes they will go without prescription medication at all so that they and their children can at a minimum, continue to dine. Abandoned are the ideals such as dietary recommendations, more produce and less processed meals, and they are replaced by dollar menu items because it is cheaper to feed the family. Overcrowded living conditions take on a whole new meaning when a two-bedroom apartment houses not two individuals or event two couples but two families of ten and it becomes a communal breeding ground for mental illness and physical disease. As a public health nurse, I see it in my office daily. I see first hand the consequences of childhood obesity, domestic violence and absolute desperate substance abuse questions. Just when your local public health nurse whose primary function is to promote the health and well being of her community through health campaigns, immunizations and important health screenings vital to the early detection of diseases, absent any other health care, her budget is now reduced or her position is eliminated entirely. It is false economy t reduce public health nursing staff with the belief that there will be savings. Moreover, it is when the economic times are difficult that public health infrastructure must be strengthened not diminished because if you think prevention is expensive, wait until you see how much disease costs. The insurance mandate in Massachusetts does not translate into everyone having access to health care when the local providers are at their maximum patient load of accepting that kind of insurance. I am here tonight to champion the rights of women, children, immigrants and working people as well as advocate the need to strengthen and galvanize public health nursing. But a colleague of mine, made this very same request in New York. She championed these same causes of children and families, immigrants and working people. She too worked in public health nursing. Her name was Lillian Wald, and she did it in 1915. My concern? That I am here tonight making the same arguments that have been made for nearly 100 years. I have something that Lillian did not, suffrage, I have the right to vote. So to the Governor and to this Commission, I pledge to use that right to insure the advocacy efforts continue now. Thank you.
Greer: Questions?

(None)

Jennifer Maseda called to testify

Maseda: Hello my name is Jen Maseda, I work for the United Way Tri-County and I am representing the Framingham Teen Pregnancy Prevention Coalition. Thank you for selecting teen pregnancy as one of your initiatives for 2009. We have been working with the Mass Alliance on Teen Pregnancy and we have been also working with the department of elementary and secondary education. There are many perspectives on the importance of preventing teen pregnancy; there are social and emotional effects, the mother and father and extended family of the child and of course a cost to the taxpayer. The cost to Massachusetts taxpayers in 2004 was upwards of 2 million dollars. So we used the figures from the National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancies the average cost associated of a child born to a mother under 19 as 1430.00 to a child born to a mother under 17 its 4080.00. If we use those figures then the cost to Framingham last year, you can image because this year we had 21 teen pregnancies in the Framingham public schools system and 26 parents being served in their Framingham Teen Parent Program. Teen moms will most likely need public assistance including food stamps and housing. There will be a loss of tax revenue due to loss of earnings from lower education attainment; the overwhelming majority of the cost is to those children of teen mothers. These children as adults have also decreased earning and spending because of lower education attainment, public health care costs, incarceration costs, child welfare costs. Children and teen mothers are also likely to suffer high rates of child abuse and neglect for what for. Live in single parent households, enter the child welfare system and become teen mothers themselves. There are three components to our Framingham Teen Pregnancy Prevention Coalition. First is access to comprehensive sexual health education, second is access to condoms and contraceptives for sexually active youths and third the perception of opportunity and hope for a bright future. Let me talk about that last component because in order to make a true and lasting change in teen pregnancy rates and in preventing teen pregnancy, we must expand our view of teen pregnancy, combining it with successful community wide approaches which call parents, religious leaders, health care providers, schools and teens to action, with broad efforts to influence values and attitudes towards pop culture, to change the economic incentives that face teens and much more. We should be encouraged by research which shows some programs are making a difference, and we should work towards replicating those programs which have proven to be successful. We should also grow new efforts using the common elements of successful programs to build an even more impactful program and we should explore, develop, evaluate and share our findings of new and innovative approaches for preventing teen pregnancy. So thank you again for selecting teen pregnancy as your initiative and we look forward to your support.
Greer: Questions?

Cavaioli: Jen is there comprehensive health education with in the school or outside of the school?

Maseda: Its both, we are working with the school systems and we are also working with the community service providers for youth. So this curriculum will be evaluated from a community perspective and also from a school perspective.

DeFranco: I have two questions; did you say the cost to the state was two billion or two million?

Maseda: Two million

DeFranco: Do you have any numbers on how many teen parents end up in the DFS system vs. the adult population.
Maseda: No. I was talking about the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

DeFranco: I thought you said they go into the system and they become teen mothers themselves. Foster care?
Maseda: Actually I was using some of the statistics from the Framingham Teen Parenting Analysis that said they been ?? I don’t have those numbers but I’d be happy find out for you.

DeFranco: Yeah, because I would like to know if there was a higher, I mean does DCF focus more on that. Do their kids end up in care?.

Greer: Recognized Representative Pam Richardson

Megan Christopher called to Testify

Christopher: Good evening, I am grateful for the opportunity to address you. I will tell you that I had expected that the room would be so mobbed and that there would be some many people that I did not prepare any testimony but I am grateful to have the opportunity to speak. I work at MetroWest Legal Services. I represent low income victims of domestic violence and their contested probate court matters and I also representing women in many restraining order actions. We are very grateful to the state for recent funding and support for our working on immigrant victims of domestic violence and it is clear to us that there is a need much greater than what we will be able to provide, but we are grateful for the opportunity to do as much as we can. I have two concerns which I think are significant to the commission one is the concerns about the impact of significant cuts on the availability of shelters to homeless families. This the whole system of providing emergency shelter to homeless families is being completely revamped right as we speak and there are new regulations that are being proposed which will significantly, enormously reduce the number of homeless families which are eligible to live in shelters while they are homeless. This is going to include people who have been in subsidized housing and either have left it or been evicted. Sometimes those things happen as a result of something that is beyond the ability of the household to control, such as criminal activity of a child, and is very easily experience to the financial choice between repairing a car to get to work to pay the rent that can put you behind the wall that you may never dig your way out of. In these particular times we see people losing hours and eroding income, losses in child support received due loss of job from custodial parents. We can see that those low income families are really in a very difficult situation. There is movement which is largely spearheaded by Mass Law Reform and Greater Boston Legal Services and I have just received today a draft of a letter which I will send to the commission by the end of the week, on the issues very important to us here. I think one of the things that are significant is that we can balance on the back of the poor communities. I also have concerns about the way our system responds to domestic violence I will say that overall that after twenty years of work with victims and survivors that we see very inconsistent results across the board and that largely comes out of a wide variance of perception of victims claims as they arise of probate and family court case and restraining orders. One of the most serious problems we see most frequently is victim may call the police and get a restraining order out of the district court but its not a family court, they don’t think of themselves as family court they don’t want to do it in family court but in the context of that restraining order they may order child support that financial aid may be the one think that makes it possible for a victim to continue in an effort to remain separate from an abuser, I think that is really critical that we look at how that hasn’t been in efforts on advocacy efforts on the front of working with the trial court which have been on going. I feel as though outside of that having other efforts would be very helpful. I believe that Judge Carey of the Probate and Family Court is very interested in working on issues around domestic violence and all other forms of accountability in the probate and family courts, and I know that she is very open to interest from the commission, not to speak for her but I know from experiences with her that she is very interested in accountability and she is a very excellent administrator. One of the thinks that the gender equity study which was done in the early nineties of the court system had a huge impact on the court system but it is twenty years old, and if the commission at some point, I understand that there maybe other priorities, but if the commission could see its way through to undertaking that kind of study I have no doubt that it would again another impact on the court system. I appreciate the opportunity to speak with you.

Greer: Questions

Cavaioli: Is there legislation, Megan, around the trial court?

Christopher: No, it is in the district court it is encouraged by the administrative justices and it is permissible under the statute for child support to be ordered, it is not required and since it is a matter left to the discretion of the district court judges as a general proposition and I am not singling anybody out but I will tell you that it is very rare. You can probably count on one hand the number of times that the judges I know are willing to entertain those measures.

Cavaioli: So how would we get at/is there possible legislation that could be ultimately be put forth?

Christopher: Part of what I was thinking was that the study/the impact of the gender equity study could be something that would be part of an educational process. I wouldn’t say that training always results in education but I do think that studies which have substantiation are very persuasive. 

Fleckner: Just two questions. Similar to Linda’s question I was thinking about pending legislation. You had mentioned you could give us a copy of the letter that you were drafting this moment. Who are you addressing that letter to?

Christopher: That letter is part of/actually concerned about the generation of new regulations by the Department of Transitional Assistance, 
Cavaioli: The thirty hour requirement of work and….

Christopher: Yes and you know at this time when people are struggling to look for work at all, to require that people work, and also without child care subsidies. I mean they are standing around thinking well what am I going to do with this, so that kind of ideas without looking at long term are not helpful I think. One of the big things is that say I decide I don’t want to live in subsidized housing anymore because it’s unsafe or I had another option or something else, you just left your subsidy and you fell on hard times it could be far more difficult to reenter the shelter.
So would that letter go to the Governor or..

Christopher: It would go to the DTA staff that is formulating the regulations.

DeFranco: You mentioned that you worked with the immigrant populations and do you specifically work on petitions that women themselves come in petitioning about abusive relationships seeking asylum?

Christopher: We just received notice of a grant from Rise Funding on the behalf of immigrant victims of domestic violence and trafficking and victims of crime and we are just starting to do that work out here in the Framingham area and we are grateful for that opportunity. We do represent people between 495 and 128 from sort of Bedford all the way down the line, it’s a chunk.

DeFranco: Do you have any feedback with the police on undocumented immigrants and domestic violence? Do they call? 

Christopher: That’s a complicated question. Well yes there are occasions when I think victims are very concerned with calling the police and it is not only about the police response to the victim. Sometimes the victim calls and there is no one who speaks that victims language. So it is really difficult, if there is an English speaking person saying that person did it and there is a person speaking something you don’t understand. That can workout with some difficulty. One of the biggest things that we see as problematic is that victims are also very concerned with the other person. What is going to happen to the other person. I want to stop being a victim but I don’t want necessarily want the other person disappearing , because we have a relationship, maybe we have children. Its hard, the police have their job to do, sometimes they may be more enthusiastic about certain aspects of than immigrants rights advocates may like but I understand there is a range of response that are appropriate.
DeFranco: I ask because the state is taking the position that they are not going to deputize local police to be immigration officers so ???.

Christopher: And that’s its not so much about what has happened as the knowledge is ??. Also there are concerned which you can see not only here but in other areas about immigration enforcement and whether or not it is being done appropriately, maybe you heard on NPR last week the story about the people who decided that they would just go and in 7/11 and ??. That is the kind of thing that makes it difficult to work with immigrants because they are not sure they are safe.
Greer: Acknowledged Lloyd Kaye

Senator Spilka called to testify.

Sen. Spilka: Thank you, I am Karen Spilka, I am Senator of what is the formal 2nd Middlesex and Norfolk District. Thank you for coming to Framingham, Greater Framingham, and MetroWest and the acknowledgement that this is a critical area of the state. So I want to thank you for coming out here and holding the hearing out here and it is wonderful to see all of you here. And thank you for coming to Framingham State College which is a joy in my district…. I was prior Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Children, Families and Disabled Persons and I just have some issues, some which are more important than others. I do just want to generally state and urge you, I know that you are all aware of this to begin with but, at times of/at tough fiscal times in times of recession I feel that women tend to hit the hardest with unemployment. (End of Tape) Or to keep them in work, their unemployment levels rise and the impact that it has, the negative impact on the children of our Commonwealth as well. So I thank you for being a voice for all of that. We need to focus, I know that times are tight and money is really tight, but we need to really focus on insuring that there is the child care necessary to send the kid to child care so the mothers can go to work or education, to start learning so they can become self-sufficient or stay in jobs. I think that it is something we as a Commonwealth need to focus on. Job retraining for women, I think that is really important, there are jobs here in the MetroWest and in the Commonwealth that we need to make sure women get job retraining if they are unemployed or laid off to continue. I think that we need to continue to look at things such as comparable work statute which you have to make sure, this is something we used to call pay equity. I laugh because back in the mid-eighties I worked for the state office of employee relations and I remember negotiating with some of the unions and the state, at that point it was the legislature that I didn’t know much about but it was talking about pay equity. Here we are twenty years later and we are still talking about pay equity and comparable work and its times and I think that there are some changes, it’s not going to cost money to make some of the changes in the law at least to change the definition of what is comparable work. I think that Megan mentioned the DTA/DHCD is going through some changes in their regulations. They have extended the common date for comments, originally the comments were due this Friday, they are having another hearing March 13th. There are some changes that I have some concerns about and I don’t to take up too much time but some of the things that are built into the articles of reorganization, the Article 87 bill that the Governor filed. For example if a woman has an asset that she sells in the next three years, if she sells her house to pay for food, and shelter she can not go on transitional housing, she won’t be able to have access to shelter through the state. It’s a three year time period which I feel is excessive. That is not in the regulation but it is in the Article 87 and there are some other regulations which if you wanted more information either myself or my office could provide, but I think it puts undue burden particularly on women who are trying hard to get out of the cycle of welfare or transitional assistance and trying to into the path of self-sufficiency that we as a state could be doing more. The idea of working with DHCD to proper/fuller array of housing not just shelter makes sense but there are some real concerns I urge this commission to look at and maybe way in on.

Bramson: Two things, the commission is very active in the area of pay equity, we also have a bill pending of Sen. Chandler’s. My question is you mentioned that there is new regulations around who is eligible for homeless shelters and Megan mentioned that as well in her comments, but I was wondering if you could explain or not.
Sen. Spilka: Lt. Governor is Tim Murray is coordinating it. Its DTA used to offer the shelter the aspect of it and it DHCD had access to the vouchers, so what ended up happening was when someone applied DTA they take the information and the DTA worker would see if there was a need and the criteria had been met for a shelter and DTA had access to the shelter. What the administration wants to do is offer the full array of housing so that we don’t put someone in a shelter, since sometimes they do get stuck,  so the idea is good idea but what is happening is say a woman goes into a DTA and they apply for the DTA benefits they will also apply for DHCD that never had to do this. They are hoping to take some of the DTA work so it’s the same, but they will have to have to paths, but DHCD will then have access, hopefully not just shelter but other forms of housing. We all want to try to get people out of the shelter but it creates two separate paths which advocates are a little concerned about, and making sure they work really closely together and that we are not just creating two more silos.
DiFranco: On this Article 87, does this override the ban for three years?

Sen. Spilka: It’s gone.

Greer: What is the rationale behind it?

Sen. Spilka: I am not certain. Another thing that is in the regulation is if they are offered housing and they give a general vicinity/area that the person has agreed upon, they get one shot. If they turn it down once then they go to the end of the line. In the past it has been at least two. There are so many factors particularly around here where we are just starting a regional transit authority or bus service if a person doesn’t have a car, and they have to deal with getting their kids off to school and it could be many different factors why that happens. So that concerns me, and I understand why they are try to work with somebody they don’t want the person to unreasonably turn that location down. So that does cut the number of people who have access ultimately, which saves money too. I am not certain, unfortunately the Article 87 the legislature had capability of only voting up or down. We cannot amend it, so maybe they can make some changes but the regulations however the comment period has been extended till March 13th, so there is still and opportunity for input, hopefully they will delay the implementation of those associated regulations.

Greer: Recognized Rep. Sannicandro to testify.

Rep. Sannicandro: Thank you… I am Tom Sannicandro and I have been appointed Vice-Chair of the Joint Committee on Children, Families, and Disabled Person. A lot of the issues of child rearing and families sometimes get left to women will be heard by the committee, including some of issue Karen talked about. I represent the women prison, since I am here, I am not sure if that has come up or not. The issues that we have at the women’s prison, there are two main things I would like to bring to everyone’s attention. One is the issue of children in the prison, having mothers in the prison. Framingham is doing some good things, they have a home where people can come in and moms can be with their babies on the weekends. We know across the country all of states are a lot more progressive than we are. In the past we were more progressive in Framingham and we need to move back to that attitude because we know its better for the moms, its better for the children, and its better for our whole community if we are taking a more progressive stance on women and their children in prison. Again we will need to look at that and since you are here and this district would like you to focus on that as well. The other issue with the women’s prison is the issue of women with mental illness and how women with mental illness end up in that prison. The whole system is, we’ve tried to do some things to fix it but we know that there are some real problems with it. A woman with mental illness shouldn’t end up in that prison because there is no where else for her to go. Even if she hasn’t committed a crime she still ends up in prison and that can be, there is no way around that. I think if you tell anyone on the street that it happens, people are just aghast that it goes on.

Commissioner: Why does that happen?

Rep. Sannicandro: I am not exactly sure why that happens. I think it’s because…

Sen. Spilka: It happens because there are no beds elsewhere so sometimes families admit, it’s a civil commitment and they don’t realize what it entails. I’ve been involved with this and its triggered a lot so I am glad Tom is talking about this but what ends up happening is that because they are civilly committed they actually can not get their, particularly if it’s a substance abuse issue associated with mental illness they don’t get the treatment they need unless there is a criminal allegation attached to it. So not only do they get so many of these women through civil commitment but then they get some sort of criminal claim attached to it so that they can get the treatment the judges do that thinking that they are helping the woman. The civil commitment is for a certain number of weeks and once they are in there a lot of families then discover that the care is what they thought it was going to be. We have been working on increasing the number of bed but that’s why many women are committed there. 

Rep. Sannicandro: We still have a lot of work to do on that area, and I just thought we really, you are here, you need to hear about it.

Cavaioli: Is there legislation proposed.

Rep. Sannicandro: There was….
Sen. Spilka: I filed bills to prevent civil commitment.

Cavaioli: Do you have the bill number?

Sen. Spilka: For both male and females, to prevent just pure civil commitments to a state prison. That they should get the appropriate treatment.

Greer: Commissioner Cavaioli is actually the chair of our legislative policy committee that’s why she asking. She is currently pouring through six thousand bills. It would be helpful working on it.

Sen. Spilka: If you want to contact my office. And I just want to mention that there are issues with ??? incarcerated women that budget was cut for that as well so it was 325000, 250 from DOC, 100 from Dept. of children and families, to help the women connect with their children that was totally wiped out by the 9c cuts that we are looking to restore some of that for 2010.

Cavaioli: You all control money, we don’t.

Bramson: I just want to let you know that there are 35 mothers and daughters connecting through the girl scouts beyond bars program, which is supported by the girl scouts of Massachusetts. And the DA office has told us about this program.
Rep. Sannicandro: Thank you. There are good things going on up there. We just opened the house up there so that the moms can be with their children but I know we can do a lot more. 

Greer: Call on Carole Joseph to testify.

Joseph: I am Carole Joseph, president of Mass Bay Community College. Tonight I would like to speak to you all about the students who are women at MBCC and some of their needs and some of the thing they are facing. At Mass Bay we are often the educational vehicle that lifts up women who would otherwise fall back into poverty, domestic violence and other shattering circumstances that could swallow up their promise and hope. I am proud of the work that we do at MBCC for these women and I feel a responsibility to share their needs and aspirations with you tonight. A significant percentage of the women students at Mass Bay, almost 60%, are unlike most college students some are moms, wives, suffered domestic violence and other privations. Some work 40 hours a week while they go to school. Some live in shelters and some cannot even afford books. Yet, they are still in class. Education keeps these women going it is their way up, it is their way out. Pursuing a degree in higher education is a tipping point for many of the women who attend Mass Bay. Prior to coming here I had a conversation with several of the staff who work with our women students in counseling and advising to reconnect, I wanted to make sure that I was representing their needs. I also serve on the board of the One Family Project and so I have seen what is possible and what can be done. I think as many things in education we have the answers we know what to do so we just have to get on doing it. They receive from their instructors and administrators- emotional and intellectual, as well as sound guidance into productive sustainable careers. They gravitate towards helping professions like our nursing and early childhood programs. They are also attracted to our unique forensic DNA program and radiologic technology program. Many of you are familiar with the Boston –based One Family Program, which provides women with a direct path out of poverty and towards economic self-sufficiency and a lot of good on personal self esteem. Typically, the One Family Program awards to scholarships to homeless or formerly homeless women with children. As an example of Mass Bay’s commitment and support for these women I am proud to say last spring we had four One Family Scholars on our campus and this year it’s eight. At Mass Bay their dreams are our mission. We are doing important work both educationally and socially. Our women and our institution deserve your support. I hope we can count on it in the days, weeks, months and years to come. You are doing important work, you are an important voice and we wanted to make sure tonight that you heard from the women, unlike some of the women are at Framingham State are not living on campus but are facing a lot of other struggles as they try to pull themselves by their boot straps. And as I  said we know what to do, One Family is a wonderful project, it needs more funding in order to replicate more of the kind of support that we know is necessary for these people to be successful. So as a woman and as a mom myself I wanted to just continue to encourage you in the work you are doing today and let us know what you are going to do to get the voices out here. Thank you.
Greer: Questions?

Call for testimony.

Kaye: I wasn’t expecting to testify tonight but thank you for letting me speak. My name is Lloyd Kaye, I am town meeting member in Framingham. I have been in banking my entire adult life, as a commercial loan officer for Citizens Bank, and I helped manage small business portfolio. Doing that managing small business loans, a lot of those loans across the country are managed by women. In 25-30 years that I’ve been doing this, this past year has been pretty bad and really hard for me. I have seen a tremendous amount women owned businesses, along with many others, go bankrupt or in a foreclosure situation. These businesses are not in the news a lot, you hear about unemployment and unemployment numbers but those are not self-employed unemployment numbers. There are millions of them and there are a lot of them in Massachusetts. I am unaware of the training available for these people once they lose their business. I think that is really important .I am seeing businesses from one side of the Commonwealth to the other along with 27 other states which are in my portfolio. It could be hair salons, automotive, law firms, medical firms, accounting firms which I’ve seen more of this year than what I’ve seen in 25 years combined, many of them women owned. Where do they go once they lose those businesses. I would like you to look at that .  I am seeing once a business does go out, I have seen a tremendous amount of litigation, a lot of divorce. There is a tremendous amount of that. A lot of economic stress and again what happens to the children and families of the people who are in a sole proprietorship.  Every single town in this Commonwealth, the many decades I’ve been doing this the phone call that I got just a few months ago from this woman who owned a business and was going to lose it, I am the one that renegotiates that relationship and whether it exists or not after that phone call. I am the one. So she started screaming as if she was going to fall off a 50 story building, and I had never heard that before. So for the first time I went to my boss and I said I think we follow up with her just to make sure she was still there, and I’ve never felt that before. Please look in to this. The other thing is immigration, it is a very big issue in this area. Framingham is the only town in the entire northeast part of the United States that takes part in the 287 G program. I am very worried about that. The local police, and there are two of them in that specific program. I am concerned about it I don’t want women to be separated from their children. You know I am Jewish and I don’t really believe in a Gestapo and I want you to look into that. I don’t want that to happen again in the state. I would hope we could end the 287 G program under this government. I am very concerned about what happens to women when people are rounded up. They are abused, I am from NJ there is a very famous case of a woman who was put into a detention center for a very long time, a legal immigrant and was abuse and other things. A horrible situation. I would like you to look into those detention centers in Massachusetts and what goes on in those centers, I want that made public. 
DeFranco: I wanted to elaborate just a bit. The State has taken a position on the 287 G program, I understand that the police are deputized as immigration officials. So you say its just two people. And has anybody engaged…who made this decision? The police chief?

Kaye: I don’t know that. I could only find out what they told me.

DeFranco: You are a town member?
Kaye: I didn’t get that because I am a town meeting member, I go because I am politically active.

DeFranco: Is this something that you are going to have the council work with to?

Kaye: I am not privy to those relationships.
McCrea: You talked about small business, do you work with the small business administration at all. They used to have a woman…

Kaye: I used to be a SBA employee, I was an underwriter reporter.

McCrea: They used to have a women’s program, in the 70s. Did they cut that…?

Kaye: I am not sure of that, I haven’t been with the SBA in a long time. I guess after the last 8 years I would bet my house on it, if I had one. They actually cut not only that program but every other program enormously over the last eight years. The SBA specifically, one of the reason more leans happens, while I was with the SBA we dealt with 20 disasters at one time and they couldn’t deal with because they cut the staff so much and the experienced staff. 

Greer: Any more testifiers? I am going to read some of the testimony submitted.

Skipped written testimony.

Adjourn
7:03pm
