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	This policy shall apply to protect all DYS clients undergoing DYS Revocation proceedings whether they occur in DYS or Provider programs.  All staff are expected to abide by this policy.




Policy

It is the policy of the Department of Youth Services (“DYS”) that DYS clients undergoing DYS Revocation proceedings be given notice of and afforded access to counsel at no cost.  In partnership with the Committee for Public Counsel Services (“CPCS”), DYS will provide access to free counsel to all DYS clients undergoing Revocation proceedings.  Clients may accept or decline the assistance of free counsel during Revocation proceedings.  Nothing in this policy will interfere with a DYS client’s right to obtain private counsel at their own expense or to represent themselves.
Procedure
A. Definitions
1. The following definitions shall have the meanings assigned to them in this policy for purposes of interpreting this policy.

Access: DYS has agreed to provide all of its clients undergoing Revocation proceedings with notice of the availability of free counsel for the purposes of representation during the proceedings.  Clients may accept or decline counsel.
Counsel: The Committee for Public Counsel Services has agreed to provide attorneys at no cost to DYS clients undergoing Revocation proceedings.
Meaningful Opportunity: A time and place for confidential communications between counsel and client regarding Revocation proceedings, while limiting serious disruptions to regular unit programming and within space limitations.
Revocation Proceedings:  This term includes preparation for the Revocation hearing, the Revocation hearing, and any appeal of the Revocation decision.

2. Terms that are defined Policy No. 01.01.04, “Policy Definitions” shall have the meanings assigned to them in that policy, unless a contrary meaning is clearly intended.

3. Terms not defined in Policy No. 01.01.04 or in this policy shall have the meanings assigned to them by reasonably accepted standard dictionary definitions of American English.

B. Notifications of and Access to Counsel
1. When a DYS client facing a Revocation proceeding is brought into DYS physical custody, DYS and Provider staff will use a standard Notice of Rights form to notify the client that he/she will have access to counsel during the Revocation proceeding at no cost.  
2. DYS staff will use a standard Notice of Counsel form to provide CPCS with the name and location of revocation clients newly returned to custody, as well as the anticipated date of the Revocation Hearing.
3. DYS and Provider unit staff will ensure that clients have a meaningful opportunity to consult with a CPCS attorney about whether the client desires to be represented at no cost during the Revocation proceedings.  The attorney will assist the client in deciding whether to accept or decline counsel, and reflect the client’s decision on the Notice of Counsel form.

4. If a client desires to be represented by free CPCS counsel, unit staff will ensure a meaningful opportunity for attorney-client communication during Revocation proceedings.

5. All other details or procedures for the Revocation Counsel program will be worked out between DYS and CPCS. 
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