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NEW RECREATIONAL GULF OF MAINE Cob AND HADDOCK LIMITS EFFECTIVE MAY 1°7

Effective May 1, 2016 new rules will govern the manner and times of recreational fishing for Gulf of
Maine (GOM) cod and haddock in state and in federal waters (Table 1 and Table 2) for the 2016 fishing
year (FY16) of May 1, 2016 — April 30, 2017. The new state and federal limits differ slightly.
Massachusetts is providing private anglers fishing exclusively in state waters with more liberal access to
these resources. However, the state and federal for-hire limits are identical given the majority of for-hire
vessels operating in Massachusetts for GOM cod and haddock are federally permitted.

Table 1. State recreational fishing limits for GOM cod and haddock for May 1, 2016 —

April 30, 2017
Mode Open Season Possession Limit Minimum Size

Private Year-round 1-fish 197

GOM Cod
For-Hire August 1 508 eptember 1-fish 24”
Private Year-round 15-fish 17”7

MH k
EOM Haddor For-Hire May 1-Feb 28 15-fish 177
April 15-April 30

Table 2. Federal recreational fishing limits for GOM cod and haddock for May 1, 2016 — April 30,

2017
Mode Open Season Possession Limit Minimum Size
GOM Cod Private and For- August 1 — 1-fish 24”
Hire September 30
GOM Haddock Private and For- May 1- Feb 28 15-fish 177
Hire April 15-April 30

These rule changes were implemented in response to increases to the recreational catch limits approved in
Framework 55 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management Plan. Framework 55 increased the FY16
recreational catch limits for GOM cod by 30% and GOM haddock by 149% compared to the FY15 limits.
For more information about Framework 55, the setting of recreational catch limits for these stocks, or other
federal fisheries management issues, please contact the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office.



http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/regs/2016/April/16mul2016recspecsfr.pdf
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/regs/2016/April/16mul2016recspecsfr.pdf

You can view the state’s recreational GOM cod and haddock regulations at 322 CMR 6.03.
For additional information, please call us (617-626-1520) or visit our website.


http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dmf/laws-and-regulations/322-cmr-6-00.html#6.03
http://www.mass.gov/marinefisheries

