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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND HEARING NOTICE: 

 

Public Comment and Hearing Regarding Proposed Special Permit for Commercial Kelp Longline 

Culture in Coastal Waters off Harding’s Beach in Chatham, MA 

Public Comment period June 6, 2018 - July 6, 2018 

Public Hearing June 27th, 2018 6pm at the Chatham Community Center 702 Main Street 

Chatham, MA 02633 

 

  

The Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) has scheduled a public hearing and comment period to accept 

comments on a special permit application to commercially culture Sugar Kelp (Saccharin latissimi) in the 

waters of Nantucket Sound off Harding’s Beach in Chatham, MA. The proposed project consists of the 

seasonal deployment from October to May 15 of anchor held 150-200 ft. horizontal longlines at three 

locations covering approximately 49 acres. Initial work will consist of a maximum of fifteen (15) lines 

placed across the three sites. Complete build out in subsequent years will be subject to additional review and 

not exceed a total of 350 lines across all three sites. Submerged horizontal lines would be deployed a 

minimum of 7 feet below the surface with intermittent buoys for line suspension and navigational aids to 

mark the project boundaries. Horizontal lines are proposed to be placed at the sites not before October and 

removed by May 15 annually.  

 

DMF will review comments to evaluate stakeholder concerns about the proposed project and to determine if 

modifications to location, gear marking, and gear design, or other features of the project, may be warranted. 

Written public comments will be accepted until 5:00 PM on July 6th and a public hearing will be held on 

June 27
th

 at 6PM at the Chatham Community Center 702 Main Street Chatham, MA 02633. Please 

address all comments to Director David Pierce. Comments can be sent by e-mail to marine.fish@state.ma.us 

or by mail to 251 Causeway Street, Suite 400, Boston, MA 02114. 

  

A full copy of the permit application can be found on DMF’s website or can be obtained by contacting Jared 

Silva by phone (617-626-1534) or through e-mail (jared.silva@state.ma.us). 
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DMF Commercial Aquaculture Application 

Chatham Kelp, LLC. 720 Main Street, Chatham, Massachusetts 

May 15, 2018 

 

Carl Douglas, Jamie Bassett, and Richard Curtis of Chatham Kelp, LLC- have submitted an 

application for a Class 4 Type 2 DMF aquaculture permit from The Massachusetts Division of Marine 

Fisheries pursuant to G.L. 130. 

 

DMF project review will be conducted consistent with the requirements under 322 CMR 15 for Class 4 

Type 2 aquaculture permits. Applications for Class 3 and 4 open-water aquaculture permits are 

subject to a state-wide public comment period, and are reviewed by the Division and cooperating 

agencies to determine if adverse impacts are likely to occur at the proposed site as a result of the 

operation of the permit. Topics for evaluation include, but are not limited to the following: (a) Water 

quality and hydrology; (b) Exposure/suitability of proposed structures; (c) Shellfish habitat and 

growing area classification; (d) Benthic habitat conditions; (e) Submerged aquatic vegetation; (f) 

Endangered species / marine mammals; (g) Competing uses of the area; (h) Wild fisheries; (i) 

Navigation; (j) Access to site. DMF is coordinating with cooperating agencies and the general public. 

Complete project review will be concluded prior to the Director’s final determination on the issuance 

of a permit. 

Purpose: 

To introduce and commercially culture endemic Sugar Kelp (Saccharin latissima) at 3 sites located in the 

waters of Nantucket Sound off Harding’s Beach in Chatham, MA.  

Location: 

The proposed sites are located in the waters of Nantucket Sound off Harding’s Beach in Chatham, MA. 

Work will be conducted on three sites. Site 1 is approximately 12.5 acres in size, site 2 is approximately 27 

acres in size, and site 3 is approximately 9.5 acres in size.  

                                      



 

 

Site Boundaries: 

 

Site 1: 

NORTH LATITUDE 

41.665578 

41.666719 

41.665050 

41.663908 

 

 

WEST LONGITUDE 

-70.00245 

-70 .001439 

-69.998083 

-69.999097 

 

Site 2: 

NORTH LATITUDE 

41.662180 

41.662947 

41.658337 

41.657625 

 

 

WEST LONGITUDE 

-69.996695 

-69.994134 

-69.991934 

-69.993698 

 

Site 3: 

NORTH LATITUDE 

41.659333 

41.656050 

41.656186 

41.659508 

 

WEST LONGITUDE 

-69.991264 

-69.991822 

-69.994656 

-69.994467 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Proposed Activity:  

The work involves the annual deployment from October to April of anchor held 150-200 ft. horizontal 

longlines at 3 sites. Initial work will consist of a maximum of fifteen (15) lines placed across the three sites. 

Complete build-out in subsequent years will consist of  no more than 350 lines across all three sites. 

Individual kelp lines will consist of two moored vertical lines with a 150- 200 ft. horizontal line suspended 

between the moorings. Horizontal lines would be deployed a minimum of 7 feet below the surface with 

intermittent buoys for line suspension and navigational aids to mark the project boundaries. Seeded kelp lines 

will be attached to the horizontal line. Horizontal lines are proposed to be placed at the sites in October and 

removed by May 15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
The sites are proximate to mapped eelgrass based on 1995 DEP Seagrass layers but do not overlap the 

mapped areas. More recent Seagrass layers provided by DEP, show no no mapped Seagrass resources 

proximate to the sites. Sites one and two were surveyed by the Center for Coastal Studies in 2013 and 

no eel grass was observed.  
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
The deployment of additional longlines beyond the initial 15 will be will be subject to approval 

by DMF and contingent on the successful deployment of gear during the first season and 

adherence to permit conditions. The initial expansion request will not exceed 100 longlines. 

Subsequent requests will be subject to approval by DMF and contingent on adherence to 

permit conditions in the previous seasons. The total number of lines deployed at full build out 

will not exceed 350 longlines.  

 

 

 

 

 

to 350 lines. 

Pending DMF approval  



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix:  

c. To prevent issues related to interactions between commercial and recreation fishing 

activities the following measures will be taken: 

i. If the Chatham Shellfish Department or Division of Marine Fisheries identifies 

that commercially significant numbers of Bay Scallops or Quahogs have settled 

on the sites or portions thereof, we will make accommodations to allow access 

for harvest. 

d. To prevent issues with navigation the following measures will be taken 

i. Horizontal lines will not be deployed prior to October 15 and will be removed 

prior to May 15.  

ii. Horizontal lines will be suspended a minimum of 7’  below the surface. 

iii. The four corners of each site shall be delineated with buoyed lines. Each buoy 

shall be marked in figures at least four inches in height in a conspicuous place 

with the permit number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  
 

 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


