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UPDATE ON RECREATIONAL FISHING LIMITS FOR COD AND HADDOCK

Earlier today, NOAA Fisheries announced amendments to the federal recreational fishing limits for Gulf
of Maine cod and haddock and Georges Bank/Southern New England cod. These federal rules are
described in the table below with the updated limits described in bold font and the changes from the
existing rules described in red strikethrough text. These federal rules will go into effect on Monday,
August 14, 2023, and once in effect, will apply to all recreational fishing activity in federal waters or by
for-hire vessels with a federal permit. More details about these federal rule changes can be found in
NOAA'’s bulletin and Federal Register Notice.

New Federal Recreational Fishing Limits for Cod and Haddock - Effective August 14

Stock Mode Open Season Bag Limit Size Limit
Georges Bank/Southern | All Anglers September 1 — May 31 5-fish 2 2
New England Cod Srupns Al 20 23”
Gulf of Maine Cod All Anglers September 1 — October 31 | 1-fish 227
September1—Oetober7
\orill_ Aprilld
Gulf of Maine Haddock | Private Anglers | April 1 — February 28 10-fish 17”7
L
Gulf of Maine Haddock | For-Hire April 1 — February 28 15-fish 18”
20-fish 1

The Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) intends to promulgate complementary emergency regulations as
expediently as possible and once such rules go into effect a subsequent advisory will be issued. However,
in the interim our state rules will be out of phase with the amended federal rules. During this interim
period, private anglers and for-hire vessels without a federal permit fishing exclusively in state waters are
required to adhere to state regulations. In instances when then new federal rules are more conservative
than the state rules (e.g., the Gulf of Maine haddock bag limit), DMF encourages anglers to voluntarily
comply with the federal rules to enhance conservation and management.

Current State Recreational Fishing Limits for Cod and Haddock

Stock Mode Open Season Bag Limit Size Limit
Georges Bank/Southern | All Anglers August 1 — April 30 5-fish 227 to 28”
New England Cod
Gulf of Maine Cod All Anglers September 1 — October 7 1-fish 227

April 1 — April 14
Gulf of Maine Haddock | All Anglers April 1 — February 28 20-fish 17

For more information about the management of marine fisheries in Massachusetts, visit our website at
www.mass.gov/marinefisheries.
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/bulletin/noaa-fisheries-approves-changes-cod-and-haddock-recreational-regulations-gulf-maine-0?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2023-17321/fisheries-of-the-northeastern-united-states-northeast-multispecies-fishery-fishing-year-2023
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