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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD NOTICE 

Public Comment Sought Regarding a Request for an Amendment to a Special Permit for Commercial 

Kelp Longline Culture in Nantucket Sound off Harwich, MA 

Public Comment period September 10, 2019 – October 2, 2019  

 

  

The Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) has scheduled a comment period to accept comments on a request 

for an amendment to a special permit authorizing the commercial culture Sugar Kelp (Saccharina latissima) 

in the waters of Nantucket Sound offshore from the Herring River in West Harwich, MA. Currently the permit 

authorizes the seasonal deployment from October 1 to May 15 of a total of 2 anchor held 250 ft. horizontal 

longlines covering approximately 0.5 acres. Submerged horizontal lines are required to be deployed a 

minimum of 7 feet below the surface with intermittent buoys for line suspension and navigational aids to mark 

the project boundaries. Horizontal lines are placed at the sites not before October 1 and removed by May 15 

annually.  

 

The permit holder is requesting to relocate the line approximately 1500 feet to the northwest of the currently 

permitted location. No other aspects of the project are proposed to change. 

 

DMF will review comments to evaluate stakeholder concerns about the proposed amendment to determine if 

modifications may be warranted. Written public comments will be accepted until 5:00 PM on October, 2. 

Please address all comments to Director David Pierce. Comments can be sent by e-mail to 

marine.fish@state.ma.us or by mail to 251 Causeway Street, Suite 400, Boston, MA 02114.  

 

A full copy of the requested amendment can be found on DMF’s website or can be obtained by contacting 

Jared Silva by phone (617-626-1534) or through e-mail (jared.silva@state.ma.us). 
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