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DMF ADOPTS REGULATIONS TO COMPLEMENT FEDERAL
RECREATIONAL FISHING LIMITS FOR COD AND HADDOCK

The Division of Marine Fisheries is moving forward to implement emergency regulations to complement
recently enacted federal recreational fishing limits for Gulf of Maine cod and haddock and Georges
Bank/Southern New England cod (see NOAA Bulletin). The new federal limits were enacted on August
14, 2023, but due to delays in state rule making, there has been a brief interim period when existing state
rules were out of phase with the new federal rules (see DMF Advisory). However, the amended state
limits will be effective Friday, September 15 and at that time there will be uniform state and federal limits

moving forward.

New Recreational Fishing Limits for Cod and Haddock for State and Federal Waters

Stock Mode Open Season Bag Limit Size Limit
Georges Bank/Southern | All Anglers September 1 — May 31 5-fish 23”

New England Cod

Gulf of Maine Cod All Anglers September 1 — October 31 1-fish 227

Gulf of Maine Haddock | Private Anglers | April 1 — February 28 10-fish 17?

Gulf of Maine Haddock | For-Hire April 1 — February 28 15-fish 18~

DMF will host a virtual public hearing on these emergency regulations on Tuesday, October 10, 2023 at
6PM. Please register online for this virtual public hearing and see the public hearing notice for more
details.

For more information about the management of marine fisheries in Massachusetts, visit our website at
www.mass.gov/marinefisheries.
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/bulletin/noaa-fisheries-approves-changes-cod-and-haddock-recreational-regulations-gulf-maine-0?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2023/08/14/Rec%20GOM%20Cod%20and%20Haddock%20Update_230811.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Pi94APL_SOW8Zif5IoivUQ
https://www.mass.gov/doc/091323-public-hearing-notice-for-recreational-groundfish-limits/download
http://www.mass.gov/marinefisheries

