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October 14, 2025 

MarineFisheries Advisory 

Public Input Sought on Atlantic Mackerel Specifications for 2026-2027 

 

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Mid-Atlantic) is considering potential changes 
to the Atlantic Mackerel rebuilding plan and specifications for Fishing Years (FY) 2026-2027.  
Before the Mid-Atlantic takes final decision in December, MA DMF is providing this notice to 
New England stakeholders to ensure they are able to participate in the public process (virtual 
options available). 

A 2025 Atlantic mackerel management track assessment concluded that Atlantic mackerel is no 
longer overfished (56% of biomass target) and overfishing is not occurring. Based on those 
results, the Mid-Atlantic is considering a range of potential alternatives to the Atlantic mackerel 
rebuilding plan: 

• status quo Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) of 3,200 metric tons (MT);   
• an earlier rebuilding fishing mortality (F) of F=0.12; and 
• a standard averaged P* risk policy approach (i.e. the maximum F limit buffered for 

scientific uncertainty).   
 

The Mid-Atlantic’s Science and Statistical Committee (SSC) is scheduled to consider potential 
Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) limits for these rebuilding approaches. As noted in a staff 
memo, potential ABCs for each approach vary substantially depending on how the SSC 
evaluates the scientific uncertainty of the assessment – a key issue is the terminal year 
recruitment estimate. Some rebuilding alternatives may lead to an increase in catch advice 
triggering consideration of potential management changes for the 2026 and 2027 fishing years 
(e.g., possession limits).  

For further information and upcoming meetings where you can provide public comment, please 
visit the Mid-Atlantic Council’s website and see the meeting schedule below. 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fstatic1.squarespace.com*2Fstatic*2F511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6*2Ft*2F68ded5113fae5a12be117b6d*2F1759434002250*2F2025_Atlantic_Mackerel_Assessment.pdf/1/01000199abe2fe0a-7b5b64e2-6471-46c1-99b9-914a28d8e75c-000000/8knl7TBFFVJ9PPLAg1MXuyZNWNI633ofSyq9Zh9aao4=425__;JSUlJSUlJSU!!CPANwP4y!Xr0RNfnN2vJHWDHXUDHR89ybYXMBE3qTgpufrXCpHp_pB8_ZPfMKtDbsN9PDGbhkBLHDEeyLxOigldcfCuHbU90uHG91qQ$
https://www.mafmc.org/briefing/october-2025
https://www.mafmc.org/briefing/october-2025
https://www.mafmc.org/
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Upcoming Meetings: 

• Thursday, October 16: Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Advisory Panel Meeting 
• Thursday, October 23: SSC Meeting - Atlantic Mackerel 
• Friday, November 7: Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Monitoring Committee 
• Wednesday, November 12: Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Monitoring Committee 

 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.mafmc.org*2Fcouncil-events*2F2025*2Foct-16*2Fmsb-ap/1/01000199abe2fe0a-7b5b64e2-6471-46c1-99b9-914a28d8e75c-000000/Qzjf0MUD9t6gXGAQ_upc13Vbq-nOb5bHKw2SV77Rb54=425__;JSUlJSUl!!CPANwP4y!Xr0RNfnN2vJHWDHXUDHR89ybYXMBE3qTgpufrXCpHp_pB8_ZPfMKtDbsN9PDGbhkBLHDEeyLxOigldcfCuHbU9340Y9bWg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.mafmc.org*2Fcouncil-events*2F2025*2Foct-23*2Fssc/1/01000199abe2fe0a-7b5b64e2-6471-46c1-99b9-914a28d8e75c-000000/Tw2NWLF_F5xZA6K0dOtqOEKuUQZcIUejU0fpLy_JkDs=425__;JSUlJSUl!!CPANwP4y!Xr0RNfnN2vJHWDHXUDHR89ybYXMBE3qTgpufrXCpHp_pB8_ZPfMKtDbsN9PDGbhkBLHDEeyLxOigldcfCuHbU93dYguqLA$
https://www.mafmc.org/council-events/2025/nov-7/msb-mc
https://www.mafmc.org/council-events/2025/nov-12/msb-mc



