110.R7:CERTIFICATION
OFINSPECTORSOFBUILDINGS,BUILDINGCOMMISSIONERSAND LOCAL
INSPECTORS

NOTE: 780 CMR 110.R7 is unique to Massachusetts.
110.R7.1 GENERAL PROVISIONS

110.R7.1.1 Title. 780 CMR 110.R7.

110.R7.1.2 Definitions. Any terms not defined in 78 R 110.R7 shall assume the

definition of the term as used elsewhere in 780 CMR.
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110.R7.1.4.3. To suspend or revoke a certification upon the establishment of grounds
for discipline pursuant to780 CMR 110.R7.4.1.5.

110.R7.1.4.4. Any person aggrieved by any notice, action, ruling or order of the BBRS,
or the BOCC, with respect to 780 CMR 110.R7, may have a right to a hearing as
provided for by law.



110.R7.1.5 Inspector Certification Advisory Committee. The BBRS has established the
Inspector Certification Advisory Committee, known as the BOCC. The BOCC shall be
supported by such staff of the BBRS as may be required for the effective operation of 780
CMR 110.R7.

110.R7.1.5.1 Powers and Duties. The BOCC shall have the responsibility to advise
and to recommend to the BBRS on all items relating to the certification of building
officials, including, but not limited to:

1. Issuing certificates.

2. Reviewing applicant credentials.

3. Maintaining applicant and certified inspector re

4. Hearing complaints and appeals pertaining to inspeS@ certification.

5. Reviewing and approving all courses of study i nd other educational
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110.R7.1.6.1 Inspector of Buildings or Building Commissioner. An individual
certified as an inspector of buildings/building commissioner shall perform the duties as
defined in 780 CMR and M.G.L. c. 143, as applicable.

110.R7.1.6.2 Local Inspector. An individual certified as a local inspector shall
perform the duties as defined in 780 CMR and M.G.L. c. 143, as applicable.



110.R7.1.6.3Alternate Inspector of Buildings/Building Commissioner. An alternate
inspector of buildings/building commissioner shall be certified prior to appointment.

110.R7.1.7 Building Official Appointments.

110.R7.1.7.1. Permanent Appointments. No individual shall be permanently
appointed to the position of inspector of buildings, building commissioner or local
inspector in a municipal enforcing agency for which a certification requirement has
been established by 780 CMR 110.R7, unless that individual has been deemed qualified
and certified in that category by the BOCC.

EXCEPTION: Conditional appointments may be e pursuant to 780 CMR
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2. Within the first six months of employment the conditional appointee shall make
application to take the examination(s) required for the appropriate category of
certification.

3. Within one year following the first six months of employment a conditional
appointee who is appointed as an inspector of buildings\building commissioner
shall attain a passing score on all of the examinations required for that category
of certification.



4. Within six months following the first six months of employment a conditional
appointee who is appointed as a local inspector shall attain a passing score on
all of the examinations required for that category of certification.

5. In accordance with 780 CMR 110.R7.1.7.4.1, a conditional appointee may
petition the BOCC in writing for an extension of time to comply with the
examination schedule of 780 CMR 110.R7. Upon establishment of cause, the
BOCC may grant an extension as it may consider appropriate.

6. Conditional appointees shall notify the BBRS of any change in the status of
their employment, within one month of such change.

7. Any individual conditionally appointed as ag inspector of buildings/building
commissioner shall first be certified as a loca
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110.R7.2. tion. Any candidate for certification in any category of building
official issued pursuant to 780 CMR 110.R7 shall submit an application to the BBRS,
accompanied by the required application fee (if any), on forms provided for this purpose
by the BBRS. The application shall include such information and documentation as the
BBRS may require pursuant to 780 CMR 110.R7.

110.R7.2.2 Requirements for Certification as a Local Inspector:

110.R7.2.2.1 Pre-exam Approval. All candidates shall meet or exceed the
qualifications for the position of local inspector pursuant to M.G.L. c. 143, § 3and 780



CMR prior to taking any examinations. The BOCC shall approve all candidates prior
to taking any examinations and shall maintain a list of all qualified candidates for any
and all city and towns appointing building officials.

110.R7.2.2.2 Successful Examination. All candidates shall attain a passing score in
all examinations required for certification as either a Building Plans Examiner
(identified as Exams 1B, 1C, 3B and 3C) or Building Inspector (identified as Exams
1A, 1B and 3B) as defined by the National Certification Program for Construction Code
Inspectors (“NCPCCI”) or equivalent exam categories as approved by the BBRS for
such purpose and as offered by the International Codg Council (“1CC”).

110.R7.2.2.3 Prior Approval for Examination as a L
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utilize this exception shall also attain passing scores on the ICC Legal and
Management Module examinations as identified above and shall satisfy all Local
Inspector certification requirements as established by 780 CMR. Candidates who
utilize this exception will be issued a Massachusetts Inspector of
Buildings/Building Commissioner certification (“MCBO”).

110.R7.2.3.3 Prior Approval for Examination as an Inspector of
Buildings/Building Commissioner. No candidates shall be allowed to take said
examinations without prior approval of the BBRS, or the BOCC at the discretion of the
BBRS.



110.R7.2.4 Retired Persons. Any person who has been duly certified in accordance with
780 CMR 110.R7 and who retires from service in good standing, may petition the
committee to receive “retired status” certification. Upon approval said certification shall
be denoted “retired” and shall not be deemed revoked. Revocation shall only be invoked
for cause. Any person who has been approved for retired status certification and who
wishes to reactivate said certification shall comply with the examination schedule as
defined in 780 CMR 110.R7 for the level of certification sought.

110.R.7.2.5 Notification Change of Employment Location. Conditional and certified
individuals shall notify the BBRS of any change in_the status or location of their
employment. Notification shall be made to the BOCC P m Coordinator, current State
Building Inspector for Municipality leaving and the Sta uilding Inspector for new
Municipality, within one month of such change.

110.R7.3 REQUIREMENTS FOR MAINTENAN‘OF CE N STATUS

110.R7.3.1 Continuing Education Requirem

following initial certification, the registrant [
hours of continuing education ~ ~Qagadibional appointees as
defined by 780 CMR 110.R7 i our-or education credit for
each month of employm iti pointee has successfully
completed the required e

trained in the energy prov ery three years, corresponding with
the adoption of thg ternational Energy Conservation Code
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BOCC may publish a list of acceptable educational
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agencies as prescribed by the policies and procedures of the BOCC, relative to continuing
education. The BBRS shall maintain a record of each inspector’s progress towards
completion of the 45-hour requirement. At the end of each three-year period, each inspector
who has successfully attained his or her continuing education requirement shall be
dulynotified by the BBRS.

110.R7.3.4 Rights and Privileges. In accordance with M.G.L. c. 143, § 99, no building
official attending BBRS required educational programs shall lose any rights relative to
compensation or vacation.



110.R7.4 PROCEDURES FOR COMPLAINTS
110.R7.4.1 Complaints.

110.R7.4.1.1 Complaint Intake. A complaint about a certified building official shall
be in writing and shall be received and reviewed by the administrator, or his or her
designee. The administrator may cause the complaint to be investigated further,
dismissed for failure to assert a cognizable or actionable claim, or referred to the BOCC
for a hearing on the merits. Actions taken pursuant to this section shall be left to the
sound discretion of the administrator.
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110.R7.4.1.4 Decisions and Discipline of Certification Holders. The BOCC shall
issue a written decision after the hearing. Decisions shall be issued in a reasonably
prompt manner. The decision of the BOCC shall serve as a recommendation to the
BBRS and shall be promptly forwarded by the administrator to the full board for
review. If after a hearing the BOCC finds that the holder has violated any provision of
780 CMR 110.R7.4.1.5, it may recommend suspension of a certification for a fixed
period of time, revocation of a certification permanently, or a reprimand of the
certification holder. Further, the BOCC may recommend that any order include
appropriate remedial or disciplinary conditions.



Once forwarded to the BBRS, the board shall either adopt the recommendation in
its entirety, adopt the recommendation with amendment, reject the recommendation in
its entirety, or remand the matter to the BOCC further proceedings. A certificate holder
whose certification is revoked may apply in writing to the Board for reinstatement no
sooner than one year from the date of the revocation.

110.R7.4.1.5 Grounds for Discipline. The following shall be grounds for discipline
of a certification holder:

1.
2.

The holder has obtained a certification by frayd or misrepresentation;

The holder has aided or abetted in practice a ertified building official any
person not authorized to practice as a certifi uilding official under the
provisions of 780 CMR 110.R7;
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110.R7.4.1.7 Employment of an Uncertified Individual. In accordance with M.G.L.

c. 143, 8 3, no municipality may offer employment to, retain for employment or
permanently appoint any individual who is not certified in accordance with 780 CMR
110.R7, except on a conditional basis in accordance with 780 CMR 110.R7.1.7.4.



