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Statewide Mental Health Advisory Council
(Via Zoom)
November 20, 2025

PRESENT:	Joan Cho Sik, Eno Mondesir, Catherine Vuky, Jean Giagrande, Susan Martin, Dave Brown, Cynthia Piltch, Chuck Weinstein, Vivian Nunez, 
ABSENT:	Autumn Versace, Heather Henderson
STAFF:	Beth Lucas, Acting Commissioner
GUESTS:	Albert Araujo, SE Area Board, Joe Weeks, Exec Director MaMHCA, Venita Qualls, President MaMHCA
******************************************************************************
Call to Order – 8:30a.m.

Welcome by Chuck Weinstein
· Welcome Guests; Review of On-line Etiquette, Guest Policy, Open meeting policy
· Statewide Council expresses their thanks to Commissioner Doyle and the amazing job she has done for the Department and the people it serves and will be greatly missed.

Approval of Minutes
· September 18, 2025 minutes approved.

[bookmark: _Hlk196740420]Acting Commissioner’s Update – Beth Lucas
· Acting Commissioner Lucas shares a brief background about herself and her work with the Department.
· DMH is in the planning phase for the next fiscal year.  All agencies are looking at difficult decisions on how to prioritize essential services and maintain current priorities.
· Over the last 5 years there have been increasing demands on the inpatient continuing care system which are primarily driven by the courts.  This is creating a bed crunch, extended wait times for beds and operating over capacity.  
· The Office of Behavioral Health Promotion and Prevention (OBHPP) is releasing a media campaign.  The theme is What’s On Your Mind.  The campaign is intended to foster mental health promotion by asking people to engage in conversation about what’s on your mind.  The campaign is focusing on some core areas in term of social connectiveness, addressing stigma, thinking about mental health wellness from children through older adults.  The campaign will be on social media, billboards, buses, etc.  
· Acting Commissioner Lucas looks forward to having conversations collectively and individually.  If there are any policy or practice areas that are of interest to any Council members, she welcomes any conversation.
· Jean asks about the Martha’s Vineyard property. The Acting Commissioner has not heard of an update recently.  She will check with DCAMM for that update.
· Eno speaks of the unprecedent uncertainites with respect to services and funding.  He would like to know if it would be possible that we look into the possibility of opening up opportunities for individuals who may have professional credentials abroad but are of different cultures.  This will help to ensure there are human resources available to help people.  Acting Commissioner Lucas will research the specifics on this question.  She believes there is some discussion around credentialing for individuals who have been trained outside of the U.S.  
· Joan asks what the Department’s agenda is with regard to community building, how can we rally and keep the momentum going that Commissioner Doyle built.  Acting Commissioner Lucas has a background in community services.  She works closely with many providers that have contracts with the Department   Her plan is to leverage the relationships that she already has with many of our community providers and start building across those providers that she is less engaged with.  She is accepting every opportunity she can to be in any meetings of all parts of our system because it’s foundational in meeting the demands.  It is a priority for her to strengthen the community system.

Presentation by the Massachusetts Mental Health Counselors Association (MaMHCA): Understanding this Association and What it Offers to Our Counselors and Counseling Services
Joe Weeks, Executive Director, Venita Qualls, LMHC, President

· See attached slides for the MaMHCA presentation.  


Old & New Business
· Chuck closes meeting with a Thomas Hood poem. 

NOVEMBER 
No sun – no moon!
No morn – no noon –
No dawn – no dusk – no proper time of day.
No sky – no earthly view –
No distance looking blue –
No silver path on water, no light on hill or tree!
No event – no deed – no race –
No honey-comb – no honey-bee!
No time – no tune –
No room – no gloom –
No shadows – No sun – no moon! 
November!!!

Next Meeting 
January 15, 2026 – 8:30-10:00 via Zoom

Future 2026 Meetings: Thursday’s 8:30-10:00am
March 19, May 21, September 17, November 19

Meeting adjourned 10:00am. 
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