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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY

_____________________________

MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
400 Worcester Road Framingham, MA 01702-5399

Tel: 508-820-2000   Fax: 508-820-2030

Website: www.mass.gov/mema
SERC MEETING MINUTES – 12/13/2022

In Attendance: Gifford, Lorri; Kolhonen, Matthew; Viveiros, John; Mannion, James; Mittelstaedt, Martha; Illingworth, John; Castro, Mike; Perella, Anthony; Fisher, William; McDonough, Bud; Sleiman, Ally; Beaulieu, Andrew; Goldberg, Andy; Colley, Charles; Suarez, Kenyi; Walsh, Thomas; Chencharik, Steven; Smith, Heather; Hopper, Cameron; Tecce, Heather; Josti, Michael; Carnevale, Patrick
Welcome: 
John Viveiros welcomed the group and explained the importance of regular attendance and announced that we in the future we plan to host meetings at other locations including MEMA Regional Offices.
Pat Carnevale thanked the group for participating in person.

Pat recognized Andy Goldberg for his support to the SERC from 1992 to present.

Review and Approve Meeting Minutes:

We did not meet the quorum. Minutes will be review and approve in the next meeting, March 2023. 

John Viveiros spoke on the SERC nomination letters. We continue to work toward building a complete SERC organization in accordance with the established bylaws
EPC Certification Application for review:  Brookline Start Up Application
James Mannion spoke on Brookline’s behalf. Heather and James attended a recent EPC meeting in Brookline. The meeting included a representative from the EPA. The group will be meeting quarterly for the rest of the year. Mike Castro will be assisting them in moving towards EPCRA compliance.

Registration Form – John V. demonstrated to the group how the registration website works and the results. After registering with the SERC EPCs will receive a standard notification that it has been received.  Registering with the SERC is a very important first step in accessing all of the tools/resources and guidance that the SERC  delivers. Since the registration process was launched 2 weeks ago 21 communities have registered.

A handout with a listing of communities that have registered was distributed to the group.

John V informed the SERC that the registration form has been posted to the MEMA website and that the regional offices have initiated outreach to communities inviting them to register.
Bud McDonough – How do you plan to update this information if it changes?

John Viveiros – Communities will be asked to register annually at the time of HMEP grant applications.

John V further clarified that REPCs will register for all the communities in their group utilizing one POC – REPC Chair.
Planning Update: We would like to invite SERC member to participate on a planning management team with a goal of developing a scope of service for the procurement of a contractor/vendor to provide workshops for local communities on EPCRA compliance and associated planning tools. 

Tier II Reporting:  The reporting period for Tier II filers is from January 1st – March 1st.Massachusetts has recently become a delegated state to OSHA and therefore likely to receive additional Tier II reports from public facilities now required to file under this new provision.
MEMA has purchased 75 additional licenses for communities who are interested in gaining access to Online Tier II Manager. We are currently coordinating with the regional offices to ensure that communities who request access are provided licenses.
John Viveiros explained the requirement for distribution of Tier II Reports.  Facilities should provide a copy of their report to: MEMA through Tier II Manager along with EPA, local fire department,  and EPC through t2s – Tier 2 submit.
Mike Castro asked if we have enough capacity? 

We have unlimited licenses for Submit users, for planners we have a limited number of licenses and for reporting facilities we have 7,500 licenses.

Pat Carnevale asked if we know who is supposed to report?

It is the responsibility of the reporting facility to understand their regulatory requirement to report.  EPCs should be monitoring for compliance and can work directly with EPA if there are non-responders.
HMEP Grants:  2022-2023 – Lorri Gifford
 
22-23HMEP 

· LEPC/REPC






$127,231.00

· Department of Fire Services (DFS)



$132,000.00

· MA Hazardous Materials Tech Conf (MAHMT)


$   51,812.00

Total award 






$331,043.00

22-23 HMEP Subgrants to LEPC/REPC

· NOFO and application released 11/1/2022, applications and SERC registration due 12/31/2022. 

· So far, we’ve received 2 applications

23-24 HMEP 

· Anticipated release date from PHMSA early March of 2023. 

· Estimated award $279,037 ($32,000 decrease from 22-23)

· Will need to figure out how we will divide the funds up among DFS, MAHMT Conf and Subgrant to LEPC/REPC

Remaining 21-22 HMEP subgrant funds 

· Repurpose toward LEPC Planning Workshops. 

· 3-Day training/education that will include 

· EPCRA planning requirements

· Commodity flow studies

· Tier II facilities

Mike Castro asked if for a community to apply for HMEP does that community need to register? 

Yes, the requirement is to register with the SERC.

Anthony Perella asked: How do we find out how we apply and what constitute training etc.?

Heather Tecce will provide Anthony with information which can also be found on our website.

Massachusetts is now a delegated state meaning OSHA has approved a plan submitted by the Massachusetts Department of Labor to regulate worker safety.  One of the results of this is that all Public Facilities in Massachusetts are now required to file Tier II reports.
We have invited many state agencies to participate in the EPA’s webinar to provide information on how to comply with the requirements.

James Mannion – MEMA East – Brookline should be present for the next SERC meeting.  Plymouth and New Bedford are interested in being certified by the SERC.  We are working with other communities to get them to get certified. We have 14 EPCs registered. Many others are hesitant to register.  They just need to be better informed on how registering works and what it entitles them to.

Facilitated Discussion

If you have ideas on meeting locations to make it more convenient for folks, please let us know or email it to us.

If anyone is interested in the hazmat workstream to review hazmat plans, workshops etc. please let us know.
John Viveiros stated that the next meeting would be on March 13th, 2023 at MEMA Headquarters:
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

End of Meeting:

The next meeting of the SERC is scheduled for March 13th at MEMA Headquarters.
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