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A COPPIE OF nu LinERTIES OF THE l\IASSACIIUSETS COLOXIE 

IX NEW EXG LAND. 

I The free fruition of such liberties Immunities and privelcdges 
j as humanitie, Civilitie, and Christianitie call for as dne to every 
mnn in his place nnd proportion without impeachment nml Infrin~cmcnl 
hath ever bone and ever will he the tranquillitie and Stahilitic of Clrnreh­
es and Commonwealths. And the deniall or depriva11 thereof, the 
disturbance if not the ruine of both. 
\Ve hould it therefore om· dutie and safetic whilst we are about the 
further establishing of this Government to collect and expresse all 
such freedomes as for present we foresee may concernc us, and our 
posteritie after us, And to ratify them with onr so]lemne consent. 
\Ye doe therefore this day religiously and unanimously decree 

. and confirme these following Rites, liberties and priveledges con­
cerneing our Churches, and Civill State to be respectively imparti­
a llie and inviolably enjoyed an<l observed throughout om Jmifidiction 
for ever. 

I X o mans life sha11 be taken away, no mans honour or good 1rnnw 
shall be stayned, no mans person shall be arested, restmyned, ban­
ished, dismembred, nor any wayes pnni,-.hed, no man shall he 
deprived of his wife or children, no mans goods or et>taite 
shall be taken away from him, nor any way indamrnaged under 
coulor of ]aw or Countenance of Anthoritie, unlesse it be by 
vertne or equitie of some expresse law of the Country waranting­
the same, established by a generall Court and sufficiently pnhli,-.hL•cl, 
or in case of the defect of a ]aw in any partecnler case by the worcl of 
god. And in Capitall cases, 01· in cases concerning dismembring or 
h:inishment, nccording to that word to be judged hy the Generali Court. 

2 Every person within this Jurisdiction, whether Inhabitant orforreiner 
sha11 enjoy the same justice and law, that is general! for the plantation, 
which we constitute and execute one towards another without parti­
alitie or delay. 

3 No man shall be urged to take any oath or subscribe any articles, 
covenants or remonstrance, of a publi<1ne and CiYill nature, hut such 
as the Generali Court hath considered, allowed, and rc>quired. 
----------------- --- - -----------

4 ~ o man shall be punished for not appearing at or before any 
Civill Assembly, Court, Councell, Magi:c:trate, or Ollie-er, nol' for the 
omission of any office or senice, if he shall he necessarily 
hindred hy any apparent Ac-t or proYidence of God, which he co11ld 
neither foresee nor avoid. Providc-d that this ]aw shall not preju­
dice any person of his just cost or damage, in any civil! action. 

5 No man sha11 be compe11ed to any pnliliqne worke or seiTice 
un]esse the presse be g1·ounded upon some act of the generall 
Court, arnl lmve reasonable allowance therefore. 

G. Xo man 

pag. l . 

pag. 143. 

pag. 219. 

png. 73. 
Sl'Ct, 2. 
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6 No man shall he prcssell in per,.;011 to any ofliee, worke, W:UTP,.; or other 
pnbliquc scn·icc, that is nccc::;sal'ily and suilitiently exe111pted Ly any 
natnrnll or persouall impediment, as hy want of ycarc::;, g-reatnc:-­
of age, defect of minde, fayli11g of se11ces, 01· impoteneie of Lyn1Les. 

7 No mnn shall he compelled to goe out of the linr'.ts of this plantation up­
on nny otf'ensi\'c warrcs whieh thi,; Commonwealth 01· any of 0111· freinds 
or eonfederats shall volentarily undertake. But onely upon such 
vin<lictive awl defensive warres in our owne l>ehalfo 01· the liehalfe of onr 
freinds and confcdernts as shall he entel'prizcd by the Cou11scll ancl 
consent of a Comt gencrall, or Ly Authority dc1fred from the same. 

8 No mans Cattel nr goods of what kin de soc,·er shall be pl'esscd or 
taken for any pnblique nse 01· serviee, unlcsse it be hy warrnnt 
grounded upon some act of the general! Court, nor without such 
reasonable prices and hire as the ordinarie rates of the Cmmtric clo 
afford. A 11Cl if his Cattle or goods shall perish or suffer damage 
in snch service, the owner shall be snffitiently recompenced. 

9 No monopolies shall be granted or allowed amongst 11s, but of sueh 
new Inventions that nre profitable to the Countrie, aml that for a short time. 

10 All om lauds and heritages shall be free from all fines and lit·enees 
upon Alienations, and from all hariotts, wnrdships, Liveries. Primer­
sei:;in,.;, yenre day nnd wast, Escheates, and forfeitures, upon the lk:tths 
of parents or Ancestors, be they natnrall, casuall 01· Juditiall. 

11 All persons ,vhich nre of the age of 2 L yeares, and of right under,.;tan<l ing and 
meamories, whether exeo111m1111ieate or eonclemned shall have full 
power and libertie to make there wills and testaments, and other 
lawfnll alienation::; of theire lands and estates. 

12 Every man whether Inhabitant or fforreiner, free 01· not free 
shall lrnYe libertie to come to any puhliqne Court, Connccl, 01· Towne 
meeting, and either by speech or writeing to move any lawful), sea­
sonable, and matcriall q11estion, or to present any neeessnry motion, 
complaint, petition, llill or information, whereof that meeting 
hath proper cognizance, so it be done in convenient time, d11e 
order, a11cl respective manner. 
-------------------~---- ---

1:3 No man shall be rated here fol' anv estaite or 1·cve1111c he hath m 
England, 01· in any forrei11e partes ti.II it be tmnsportcd hither. 

l! Any Conveyance or Alienation of land or other estaite what so 
ever, made hy any woman that is married, any childe under 
age, Ideott or distracted person, shall be good if it be passed 
and ratified by the co11sent of a gcnerall Court. 

15. All Coven'" 
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15 All Covenous or frandulent Alienations or (Jonveyances of lands, te­
nements, or any hereditaments, shall be of no validitie to <lefeate 
any man from due debts or legacies, or from any just title, 
clame or possession, of that which is so fraudulently conveyed. 

] G Every Inhabitant that is an howse holder shall have free fishing and 
fowling in any great ponds and Bayes, Coves and Rivers, so forre as 
the sea ebhes and tlowes within the presincts of the towne where they dwell, 
nnlcsse the free men of the same Towne or the Genemll Court have 
otherwise appropriated them, provided that this shall not be extended 
to give leave to any man to come upon others proprietie with­
out there leave. 

17 Every man of or within this Jurisdiction shall have free libcrtie, 
notwithstanding any Civil! power to remove both himselfc, and his 
familie at their pleasure out of the same, provided there be 
no lcgall impediment to the contrarie. 

Rites Rules and Liberties concerning 
Judiliall proceedings. 

lS :No mans person shall be restrained or imprisoned by any Authority 
whatsoe,·er. before the law hath sentenced him thereto, If he can 
put in snffident securitic, bayle or mainprise, for his appear­
ance, and good behaviour in the rneane time, unlesse it be in Crimes 
Capital, and Contempts in open Court, and in such cases where some 
exprcsse aet of Court doth allow it. 

19 If in a gcncrall Court any miscariage shall be amongst the Assist­
ants when they are by themselves that may dese1Te an Admonition 
or fine under 20 sh. it shall be examined and sentenced among them­
selves, If amongst the Deputies wlwn they are by themselves, It 
shall be examined and sentenced amongst themselYcs, If it be when 
the whole Court is togeather, it shall he judged by the whole Court, and 
not scverallie as before. 

20 If any which are to sit as Judges in any other Court shall demeane them­
selves offen:;ively in the Court, the rest of the Judges pre:;ent shall ham 
power to censure him for it, if the cause be of a high nature it shall 
IJe presented to and censured at the next superior Comt. 

::n In all cases where the first summons are not served six dayes before 
the Court, and the cause hreitty specified in the warrant, where appearance 
is to be made by the partie summoned, it shall be at his libertie whether 
he will appeare or no, execpt all cases that are to be handled in 
Courts suddainly called, npon extraordinary occasions, In all 
cases where there appeares present and ul'gent cause Any 
Assistant or officer a pointed shal have po\\ er to make out 
Attaichments for the fin;t summous. 

22. No man _I 

pag. :12. 
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22 No man in any suit 01· :1ction against an other shall falsely pretend great 
debts or damages to vex his Adversary, if it shall appcare any doth 
so, The Court shnll have power to set a reasonable fine on his hcnd. 

2:~ No man sha ll be adjudged to pay for detaining any debt from any 
Crcditer above eight pounds in the hundred for one ycare, And not 
aboYe that rate proportionablc for n 11 somes what so cym•, ncit her 
:-.hall this be a c:oulonr or eonntcnancc to allow any mmric amongst 
ns contrm-ic to the law of god. 

2-J In all Trc,:;passes or damages done to any man or men, If it (':1n 
he proved to be done by the meere default of him or them to whome the 
trcspasse is done, It shall be jndged no trespasse, nor any damage 
given for it. 

25 No Summons pleading Judgement, or any kinde of proeecding in 
Conrt or course of J nstice shall be abated, a rested or reversed up­
on nny kindc of cercumstantinll errnrs or mistakes, If th~ person and 
cause be rightly understood and intl'nded by the Court. 

2G EYt·ry man that fi11deth himselfe unfit to plead his ownc eause in 
any Court shall have Libertie to imploy any man against whom the 
Conrt doth not except, to helpc him, ProYided he giYe him noc 
fee or reward for his paines. This shall not exempt the partie him 
selfe from Answering such Questions in person as the Conrt shall 
thinkc mectc to demand of him. 

27 If any plantife shall giYe into any Conrt a dcelnration of his (•ause 
in writeing, The defendant shall also hnve libertie and time to 
give in his answer in writeing, A 1Hl so in all fnrther proceedingi-: 
betwene partie and partie, So it doth not fnrthcr hinder the dispach of 
,Justice then the Court shall be willing unto. 

28 The plantifc in all Actions bronght in any Court shall ham lihertie 
to withdraw his Action, or to he nonsuited before the J uric hath given 
in their verdict, in which case he shall alwnies pay full cost and chardges 
to the defendant, and may afterwards renew his suite at an other Court 
if he please. 

2!) In all Actions at law it ~hall he the hhertie of the plnntifo and defendant hy mut­
ual consent to choose whether they will be tryccl by the Bench or by 
a ,J uric, unlesse it be where the law npon just reason hath otherwise 
determined. The like libcrtic shall be granted to all persons in Crim­
inal! cases. 

ao It shall he in the libcrt1e both of plantit'c and dcfcnd:1nt, nncl likewise e\·ery 
delinquent (to be judged by a Jnric) to challenge any of the Jurors. 
And if his challenge be found just and reasonable by the Bench, or 
the rest of the Jurie, as the challenger shall choose it shall be allowed 
him, nnd tales de cercumstantibus impaneled in their room. 

31. In all 

pair. !l. 
Sl'l". 8. 

pag. 1.;:; , 
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31 In nil ca-scs where m·idcnce is so obscure or dcfoctirn that the Jurie can­
not clearely arnl snfoly give a positive verdict, whether it be a grand or 
pctit ,Juric, It shall have libcrtic to give a non Li11uit, or a spctiall verdict, 
in which last, that is in a spctiall verdict, the ,Judgement of the cause shall be left to 
the Comt, and all ~T urors shall have libertie in matters of fact if they 
cannot finde the maine issue, yet to finde and present in their verdict 
so much as they can, If the Bench and Jurors shall so <lifter at an,v time 
ahout their verdict that either of them cannot proceedc with peace of con­
science the case shall he referred to the Generali Court, who shall take 
the question from both and determine it. 

32 

33 

3-! 

35 

36 

Every man shall have ·libertie to replevy his Cattell or goods im­
pounded, distreined, seised, or extended, unlcsse it be upon execu­
tion after Judgement, and in paiment of fines. Provided he puts in good 
secnritie to prosecute his replevin, And to satisfie such demands as 
his Adversary shall recover against him in Law. 

No mans person shall be Arrested, 01· imprisonC'd upon execution 
or judgment for any debt or fine, If the law can fi11<le competent meancs 
of satisfaction otherwise from his estaite, and if not his person may 
he arrested and imprisoned where he shall be kept at his ownc 
charge, not the plantife's till satisfaction he mndc: unlcssc the Co11rt that 
had cognizance of the cause or some superior Comt shall otherwise 
provide. 

If any man shall be proved and Judged a commen Barrator vexing o­
thers with unjust frequent and endlesse suites, It shall he in the power 
of Courts hoth to dcuic him the benefit of the law, and to punish him for 
his Barratry. 

No mnns Corne nor hay that is in the feild or upon the Cart, nor his gar­
den stuffe, nor any thing subject to present decay, shall be taken in 
:my distrnsse, unles he that takes it doth presently bestow it where 
it may not_ be imbesled nor suffer spoile or decay, or give secu­
ritic to satisfie the worth thereof if it comes to any hanne. 

It shall be in the libertic of every nrnn cast condemned 01· sentenced 
in any cause in any Inferior Court, to make their Appcale to the Conrt of 
.As,;istants, provided they tender their appcale and put iu sccuritic to prosecute 
it before the Conrt be ended wherein they were con<lenmcd, And 
within six dayes 11ext ensuing put in good secnritie before some 
Assistant to l'-atisfie what his Adversarie shall recover against him; 
And if the cause be of a Crimin all nature, for his good behaviour, and 
appearance, And everie man shall have libertie to cornplaine 
to the Gcncrall Court of any Injustice done him in .any Court of 
Assistants or other. 

37. In all 

P. 87. 
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:17 In all l'a,.;c,; where it appeare,; to the Court tlrnt the plantifc hath wilingly and 
witingly done wronge to the defendant i11 eommenceing an(l prosccnting any action I'. 3. 
or co111plaint again:;;L him, They shall have power Lo impo;;c 11po11 him u pro- S. 8. 

p01tio11alilc line to the use of tlie defe11da11t, or accused person, for his false complaiut 
or clamor. 

38 Everic man shall have libcrtic to Record in the puhlique Rolles of any 
Court, any Testimony given upon oath in the same Court, or hcfore two 
Assistant:-, or any dcede or evidence legall,y confirmed there to rcmaine 
in perpel11:1m rei 111e111oi·iau1, that is for pe1·pctuall memorial( or cvi,lencc 
upon oceasion. 

;_m In all actions Loth reall and personall hetweene part1e arnl partiP, the Court 
shall have powc1· to respite execution for a conYenient time, when 
in their prudence they see just cause so to doe. 

40 :No ConYcyanec, Dcedc, or promise whatsoewr shall be 0f Ynlidi­
tie, J f it be gotten by Illegal violence, imprisonmeut, threatenings, 
01· any kinde of forcible compulsion ea lied Dnres. 

41 Everic nrnn that is to Answere for any Criminall cause, whether he be 
in prison or under bayle, his canse shall be heard au<l determined at 
the next Court that hath proper Cognizance thereof, And may be done 
without prejudice of J usticc. 

42 :No man shall be twise sentenced by Ci,·ill Justice for one and the 
same Crime, offence, or Trespasse. 

43 

4-1 

No man shall be beaten with above 40 stripes, nor shall any true 
gentleman, 1101· any man equall to a gentleman he punished with 
whipping, unles his crime be very shamefnll, an<l his eonrse of life 
vitious and profligate. 

No man condemned to dye sh nil be put to de.1th within fower dayes 
next after his condemnation, unles the Court see spetiall eansc to 
the contrary, or in case of martial! law, nor shall the body of any man 
,.;o put to death be unburied 12 howers, unlesse it be in case of Anatomic. 

Xo man Hhall he forced hy Tol'turc to confesse any Crime against him sclfe 
nor any other unlesse it be in some Capital! case where he is first 
fttllie convicted by cleare and snflitient evidence to Le guilty, After 
which if the cause be of that natme, That it is very apparent there be 
other conspiratonrs, or eonfoderates with him, Then he mny be tor­
tured, yet not with such Tortures as be Barbarous and inhumane. 

P. 131. 

I'. 7 . 
.s. I. 

I'. 32. 
s. :J. 

I'. 12!l. 

P. l:!!l. 

P. 30. 

P. 12!). 

4.G For bodilie punishments we allow amongst us none that arc inhumane l'. 12n. 
Barbarons 01· cruel. 

47 Xo man shall be pnt to death without the testimony of two or three P.158. 

witnesses or that which is cqniYalcnt thereunto. 
4S. E,·cry Inhabitant 

'-------------------------------__; 
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48 Evt>ry Inhabitant of the Country 8hall have fr<>e liliertie to search and 
veewe any Hooles, Heeonls, or Rcgesters of any Conrt or office except 
tile Conncell, Ami to have a transcript or exemplific:1tio11 tlwrcof written 
examined. nrnl signed hy the hand of the officer of the office paying the appoint­
ed fees therefore. 

4!> No free man shall be compelled to senc upon Juries above two 
Courts in a yeare, except grand Jurie men, who shall hould 
two Courts together at the least. 

5c, All Jurors shall be chosen continnallie hy the freemen of the Towne 
where they dwell. 

r,1 All Associates selected nt any time to Assist the Assi,-t:mt;; in Inferior 
Com·ts shall be nominated by the Townes belonging to that Con rt, by 
orderly agreement amonge themselves. 

52 Children, Idiots, Distracted perrnns, and all that are strangers, or new 
commers to our plantation, shall have such allow:111ces and dispe11sations 
in any Cause whether Criminall or other as religion ancl reason require. 

53 The age of discretion for passing away of lands or snch kinde of 
herediments, or for ~iveing of votes, verdicts or Sentence rn any 
Civill Courts or causes, shall be one and twentie yeares. 

5-! \Vhensoever anything is to be pnt to vote, any sentence to be pro­
nounced, or any other matter to be proposed, or read in any Court or 
Assembly, If the president or moderator thereof shall refuse to 
performe it, the Major parte of the memhers of that Court or Assembly shall 
have power to appoint any other meete man of them to do it, 
And if there be just cause to punish him that should and would not. 

55 In nil suites or Actions in any Court, the plnintifc shall have lihertie 
to make all the titles arnl claims to that he sues for he can. Ancl the Defendant 
F-hall have libertie to plead all the pleas he can in answere to them, 
and the Conrt shall jndge accoi·ding to the entire evidence of all. 

I\ l :l I. 
s. :J. 

P. 8, . 
s. 5. 

P . :sr.. 
s. I. 

P. 1-.2 . 
s. -I . 

P. I. 

GG If any man shall beha,'e himselfo offensively at any Towne 
meeting, the rest of the freemen then present, shall have power p 147. 

to sentence him for his offence. So be it the mnlct or penaltie s. 1. 

exceede not twentie shilings. 

\Vhensoever any pei·son shall come to any Yery smldaine untimely 
and unnaturall death, Some assistant, or the Constables of that Towne 
shall forthwith snmon a Jury of twelve free men to inquire of the 
canse and manner of their death, and shall present a true ve1·dict 
thereof to some neere Assistant, or the next Court to be helde fo1· 
that Towne upon their oath. 

39. Liberties more 
L---------------------------------' 

P. 39. 
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Libertie8 more peculiadie co11centW!J tlie 
free mr-n. 

58 Ci\'ill Authoritie hath power :rnd lihertie to see the peace, ordinances and 
Rules ol' Chri:st ob:,;erve,l in every church according to his word. so it he 
clone in a Civill and not in an Ecclesiastical way. 

I'. 44. 
s. 11. 

5!) Ci,·ill Authoritie hath power nnd lihcrtie to denle with any Church mem- P. 44 _ 
ber in a way of Civil! Ju:stice, notwithstandi11!!: :my Ch11rd1 relation, office s. 11. 

or interest. ~ 

GO No church censure shall degi·ad or licpose any man from :my Civill dig-
nitie, office, or Authoritie he shall ham in the Commonwealth. [: ft: 

Gl 

G2 

G3 

G4: 

G3 

Gu 

G7 

:Xo !\lagestrutc, Juror, Office1·, or other man thall he hound to informe present 
or revcale any private crim or offe11cc, wh\rein there is no pcrill or dan• 
ger to this plantation or any member thereof, when any necessarie tye 
of conscience hinds him to secrcsic grounded npon the worLI of god, uulcssc 
it lie in case of testimony lawfnlly required. 

Any Shire or '.rowne shall ha,·e lib<'1tie to choose their I Jcputic;, whom 
and where they please for the Generali Court. So he it tlwy be free men, 
and have taken there oath of foaltic, and Inhahiting in this Jurisdiction. 

No Governor, Deputy Go,·crnor, Assistant, Associate, or l,!l":IDd .Jnr_r man at :111y 
Court, nor any Dcpulic for the Generali Court shall at any time hearc hi~ 
owne chardges at any Court, but their necessary expences sha ll he defrayed 
either by the Towne or Shire on whose service they are, or by the Coun­
try in generall. 

Ernric Action Letwecne p::irtic ::iu,I partie, :tlHl 1,roceedings agai11st dcliuqucnts in 
Criminall causes shall be briefly and destinctly entered on the Railes of 
every Court by the Recorder thereof. That such actions be not after­
wards brought againe to the vexation of any man. 

~ o custome or prescription sl~all e\·cr pn.·rnile amongst us in :rny morall 
cause, our meaneing is m:fu1tainc unythinge that can he proYed to bee 
mo1Tallie sinfoll by the word of god. 
------------------------------- ---
The Freemen of every Tow11eship shall hnve power to make such 
hy laws nnd constitutions a:S may concerne the wellfare of their Towne, 
provided they be not of a Criminal!, bnt onely of a prudentiall nature, 
Anti that their penalties excccde not 20 sh. for one offence. And that they lie 
not r1·pugnant to the puhlique laws and order:S of the Countrie. And if any 
Inhabitant shall neglect or refuse to observe them, they shall have 
power to levy the appointed pcnaltieR by di~tresse. 

It is the constant ]ibertie of the free 111<'11 of this plantation to choose 
yearly at the Court of Election out of the freemen nil the General officers 
of this Jurisdiction. If they please to di schardgc them at the day of Election hy 
way of vote. They may do it without shewing cause. But if at any other 
genera]) Court, we hould it due ju:stice, that the reasons thereof be alleadged 
nod proved. By Generali officers we meane, our Governor, Deputy Governor, Assist­
ants, Trc:1surer, Genci-nll of onr warres. And our A,lmirall nt Sea, and 
sneh ns are or hereafter may be of the like gemall 11:1tnre. 

GS. It is the 

l'. 86. s ., 

P. 40. 
8 ., 

P. 22. 
S. I. 

P. 129. 
s. 1. 

P. 126. 

P. 147. 
s. I. 

P. 48. 
s. 4. 



48 



GS 

49 

It is the libertie of tho freemen to choose such deputies for the Gencmll Court 
out of themselves, either in their ownc Townes or elsewhere as they judge 
fitcst. And because we cannot foresee what varietie and weight of occa­
sions may fall into future consi<lemtion, And what connsells we may 
st.'lnd in neede of, we decree. That the Deputies (to attend the Gener:1II 
Court in the bchalfc of the Countrie) shall not any time be stated or 
inacted, hut from Court to Court, or at the most but for one yeare, that 
the Countrie may h:n-e an Aunuall lihertie to do Ill that case what 1s 
most behoofefull for the best welfaire thereof. 

G!) Xo Generali Court shall he desolved or adjourned without the consent of 
the Major parte thereof. 

70 All Freemen called to give any advise, vote, verdict, or sentence 111 

any Court, Counsell, or Civill Assembly, shall have full freCLlom e to 
<loe it according to their trne Judgements :rn<l Consciences, So it be done or­
der]y and inofensive]y for the manner. 

71 The Governor shall have u casting voice whensoever an Equi vote shall fall 
out in the Court of Assistants, or generall assembly, So shall 
the presedent or moderator have in aJl Civil] Conrts or Assemblies. 

72 

74 

The Governor and Deputy Go\·ernor Joyntly consenting or :my three Assistants con­
currmg rn consent shall have power out of Conrt to rcpnve a 
condemned ma]efactour, till the next qnarter or generall Court. 
The generall Court onely shall have power to pardon a condemned malefactor. 

The Generali Court hath libcrtie and Authoritie to send ont any member 
of this Comanwealth of what qualitie, condition or office whatso­
ever into forreine parts about any publigue message or N egotia­
tion. Pro,·i<led the partie sent he acquainted with the atfaire he goeth aho11t, 
and be wiJling to undertake the service. 

The freemen of . every Towne or Townesh ip, shall hnve full power 
to choose year]y or for Jesse time out of themselves a convenient 
nnmber of fitt men to order the planting 01· prndentiall occasions of 
that Town, according to Instructions given them m writeing, Prm·ided 
nothing be done by them contrary to the puhliquc laws and orders of the 
Countrie, provided :ilso the number of such select persons he not aho,·c nine. 

75 It is and shall he the lihertie of any mcmhcr or members of any Court, 
Councell or Civill Assembly in cases of makeing• or executing any 
order or law, that properlie concerne religion, or any canse capitall, 
or warres, or Subscription to any pnbliqne Articles or Remonstrance, 
in case they cannot in Judgement and conscience consent to that way the 

P. 40. 
s. :!. 

!'. :la. 
s. 5. 

)'. 153. 

P. :{5. 
s. (i. 

P. 35. 
s. 4. 

P. 35. 
s. 4. 

P. HS. 
s. :!. 

l\Iajor vote or suffrage goes, to make their contra Remonstrance or P. 12s 
protestation in speech or writeing, and upon request to have thei1· 
dissent recorded in the Rolles of that Court. So it be done Chris-
tianJie and respectively for the manner. And their dissent one]y be 
entered without the reasons thereof; for the avoiding- of tediousness. 

7G. ,Vhensoever 
------------------------------....! 
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76 Whensoever any Jnrie of triall:s or Jurours arc not c.:leare in their 
J u<lgemcnts or consciences conscmeing any cause wherein they arc to give 
their verdict, They shall have lihertic in open Court to advise with any man 
they thinke fitt to resol\'e or tlireet them, before they gi\'e in their verdict. 

77 In all cases wherein any freeman is to give his vote, he it in point of 
Election, makcing constitutions an<l orders, or p:1ssing sentence in :my case 
of J udicatnre or the like, if he cannot see reason to give it positively 
one way or :rn other, he shall ha,·e libertie to be si lent , and not pressed 
to a determined vote. 

78 The Generali or publique Treasure or any parte the1·cof shall ncvct· Le cx­
spcnded hut hy the appointment of a Gencrall Court, nor :rny Shire Treasure, 
but hy the appointme11t of the freemen thereof, nor any Towne Treasuric 
but by the freemen of that Towneship. 

Liberties of 11 roemen. 
79 If any man at his death shall not leave his wife a competent portion 

of his cstaite, upon just complaint made to the Generali Court she shall he 
relieved. 

80 Eve1·ie marryed woeman Bhall be free from bodilic correction or 

P. 87. 
s. 5 .. 

P. 153. 

P. 150. 
::; . 1, 2. 

stripes by her husband, unlesse it be in his owne defence upon he1· P. 101. 
11ssalt. lf there he any just cause of correction complaint shall be made s. 1. 

to Authoritie assembled in some Court, from which oncly she shall receive it. 

Liberties of Children. 
81 ·when parents dye intestate, tho Elder sonne shall have a dohle portion 

of his whole estate reall and personall, unlesse the Generall Court upon I'. 158. 

just cause alleadged shall Judge otherwise. 8
• 

3
• 

82 ,vhen parents dye intestate ha veing noe heires males of their bodies 
their Daughters shall inherit as copartners, unlcs the Gcnernll Court 
upon just reason shall judge otherwise. 

83 If any parents shall wilfullic a11d unreasonably deny any childe time­
ly or convenient mariagc, or shall exercise any unnatmall scve­
ritie towards them, such childeren shall have free libertie to 
complainc to Authoritie for rcdresse. 
--------------------------------

8-1 No Orphan dnreing their minoritic which was not committed to tu­
ition or service by the parents in their life time shall afterwards 
he absolutely disposed of hy any kindred, frcind, Executor, Towne­
ship, or Church, nor hy themselves without the consent of some Court, 
wherein two Assistants at least shall be present. 

Liberties of Servants 
85 lf any servants shall flee from the Tiranny an<l rrueltie of their masters 

T'. 158. 
s. 3. 

P. 28. 
s. 6. 

P. 28. 
::;. G. 

to the howse of any freeman of the same Towne, they shall he there protected and p_ 10:;. 
sustcvned till due order be taken for their relife. Provided clne notice thereof be s. G. 
speedily given to their maisters from whom they fled. Aud the next Assistant or 
Constable where the partic flying is harboured. 

86. No scrva n t 
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86 No servant shall he put of for uhorn a yearc to any <•lher neither in the life 
time of their maist er nor after theit· death hy their Executors or Admiuistrator:; 
unlcsse it be by consent of Anlhorilie assembled iu some Court or two Assistants. 

87 If :rny man smite out the eye or tooth of his man-servant , or maid serv:mt, 
or otherwise mayme or much disfigure him, nnlessc it he hy meere e:1s11-
altie, he shall let them goe free from his service. And shall have such 
further recompense as the Court shall allow him. 

88 Servants that barn served deligentlie and faithfully tu the hcnelitt of their mai,:­
t ers senven yeares, shall not he sent :1w:1y emptie. Ami if any h:1,·e hene 
unfaithfull, negligent or unprofitable in their service, notwithRtanding 
the good usage of their maisters, they shall not he dismissed till they have made 
satisfaction according to the Judgement of Authorit ie. 

Liberties of Forreine1·s and Strangers. 
89 If any people of other Nations professing the trne Christian Religion 

shall flee to us from the Tiranny or oppression of their persecutors, or from 
famyne, warres, or the like necessary anJ compulsarie cause, They shall 
be entertayned and succoured amongst us, according to that power and prudence 
god shall give us. 

flU If auy ships or other vessels, he it frein<l or enemy, shall suffer shipwrack 
upon our Coast, there shall be no violence or wrong offerred to their persons or goods. 
But their persons shall be harhoureri, and reliever!, an<I their goods preserl'ed in safety 
till Authoritie may Le certified thereof, anrl shall take further order therein. 

9 L There shall never he any hond slavcrie, vill inage or Captivitic amongst 
us unles it be lawfull Captives taken in just wal'l'es, and such strangers as 
willingly selle themselves or are sold to us. And these shall have all the 
liberties and Christian usages which the law of god estahlished in Israeli concern­
ing such persons <loeth morally require. This exempts none from servi­
tude who shaJI be Judged thereto by Authoritie. 

Off tlie Bruite Creature. 
92 No man shall exercise any Tirranny or Crueltie towards any bruitc 

Creature which are usnallie kept for man's use. 

93 ff any man shall have occasion to leade or drive Cattel from place to 

I'. !Oa, 
s . , . 

l'. 10;;. 
S. IS. 

l'. )O;i. 

s . \). 

P. H 3. 

P. 1r.1. 

P . JO. 

l'. !l!l. 

place that is far of, so that they be weary, or hungry, or fall sick, or P. 4:! . 

lambe, It shall be lawful to rest or refresh them, for a competent 
time, in any open place that 1s not Corne, meadow, or inclosed for 
some peculiar use. 

Capitall Laws 
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DJ. Capitall Laws. 
I. 

fi::!: g: 62,1~: If any man after legall convic-tion shall have or worship I'. 14. 

Ex. 22. 20. nny other god, but the lord god, he slrnll be pnt to den.th. s. 1• 

2. 

Ex. 22. 18. 
Lev. 20. 27. 
Hut. 18. 10. 

If nnv mnn or woemnn be a witch, (that is hath or con-J s. 2. 
sulteth with a familiar spirit,) They shall be put to death. 

3. 

If any man shall Blaspheme the name of god, the fathe1·, 
Lev. 24.is,rn. Sonne or Holie ghost, with direct, cxpresse, presumpt nous s. 3. 

or high handed blasphemie, or shall curse god in the like 
manner, he shall be put to death. 

4. 

Ex. 21. 12. If nny person eommitt any wilfull mmther, which is man­
Numb. 35. 13, slaughter, committed upon premeditated mall ice, hatred, 

H 30 31. C ) • • • l • l • ' ' or rue tie, not m a mans necessane anc Jnst c etence, 
nor by meere casualtie against his will, he slrnll be 
put to death. 

5. 

Num~,. 25. 20, i If any person slayeth an other suddaienly in his anger 
I.ev.-~4. 11. or Crueltie of passion, he shall be put to death. 

Ex. 21. 14. 

Lev. 20. 
16. 

6. 

If any person shall slay an other through guile, either by 
poysoning or other such divelish practice, he shall be put to death. 

1. 

15 If any man 01· woeman shall lye with any beaste or bruite 
' creature by Carnall Copulation, They shall surely be' put to 

d<>ath. And the beast shall be slnine and buried and not eaten. 
8. 

Lev. 20. 13. 
If any mnn lycth with mankinde as he lyeth with a wocman, hoth 
of them have committed abhomination, they both shall surely 
be put to death. 

9. 

Lev. 20. 19, If any person committeth Adultery with a mnried or espoused wife, 
a nd 18, 20• the Adulterer ·md Adulteresse shall surely be put to dc·1th 

Dut.22. 23, 24. ' ' ' • 
IO. 

s. 4. 

s. 5. 

s. 6. 

s. 7. 

s. 8. 

s. 9. 

Ex. 21. 16. 
If any mnn stealeth a man or mankimlc, he shall surely be put 
t d th s. 10. o ea . 

])eut. HI. 16, 
18, 19. 

II. 

If any m:rn rise up hy false witncs, wittingly nnd of purposl' s. l 1. 

to take away any mans life, he shall be put to death. 
12. 

If any man i-hall conspire nml attempt any inrnsion, insurrec­
tion, or pul,licp1e re hellion against 0111· commonwcnlth, or shall in­
dcavour to surprizc :my Towne or To"·ncs, fort or forts therein, 
or shall treacherously and perfedio11slie attempt the alteration 
and suhvcrsion of our frame of politic or Government fmllla­
mentallie, he shall be put to death. 

A declaration 

s. 12. 

, _______________________________ __, 
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95. A Declaration of tlte Liberties the Lol'll 
Jesus lrntlt given to tlte Churches. 

All the people of god within this ,Jurisdiction who are not 
in a church way, and be orthodox in J udge:nent, and nut 
scandalous in life, shall have full libcrtie to gather 
themselves into a Chmch Estaite. Provided they doe 
it in a Christian way, with due observation of the rules 
of Christ revealed in his word. 

Every Church hath full l~bertie to exercisE. all the Ol'di­
nanees of god, according to the rules of scripture. 

Every Church hath free libertie of Election and ordination 
of all their officers from time to time, provided they 
be able, pious and orthodox. 

Every Church hath free libcrtie of Admission, Recom­
mendation, Dismission, and Expulsion, or deposall of their 
officers and members, upon due cani;,e, with free exercise 
of the Discipline and Censures of Christ according to the 
rules of his word. 

:No Injunctions are t~ be put upon any Church, Church 
officers or member m point of Doctrine, worship or 
Discipline, whether for substance or <:ercumstancc besides 
the Institutions of the lord. 

Every Church of Christ hath freedome to celebrate 
dayes of fasting and prayer, and of thanksgiveing according 
to the word of god. 

The Elders of Churches 
monthl_y, Quarterly, or 
numbers and places, for 
about Christian and Church 

have free libertie to meete 
otherwise, 111 con ven ie11t 

conferences and consultations 
questions and occasions. 

All Churches have libertie to dcale with any of their 
members in a church way that arc in the hand of Justice. 
So it be not to retard or hinder the comsc thereof. 

Every Church hath libertie to deale with any mages­
trnte, Deputic of Court or other officer what soe 
ever that is a member in a chnrch way in case of appa­
rent and ju~t offence g-iven in thei1· places, so it be done 
with due observance aml respect. 

Wee all owe private meetings for edification in re­
ligion amongst Christians of all so1-tes of people. So 
it be without just offonce for number, time, place, 
and other cercumstanccs. 

11. For the preventing 

I' . 43 
~- I. 

s. 5. 

s. "· 

s. 7. 

s. 8. 

s. !l. 

P. 44. 
S. Jo. 

s. ]:?. 
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11 For the prcyenting and removcing of crronr ancl otrcnee 
that may grow and i,;pread in any of the Chmches in this 
,Jurisdiction, and for the prescrveing of trucith and peace in 
the seveml churches within themselves, and for the 
maintenance and exercise of brotherly communion, amongst 
all the churches in the Countrie, It is allowed and ratified, 
by the Authoritie of this Gcnerall Court as a lawfoll 
libcrtic of the Churches of Christ. That once in every 
month of the yeare (when the season will bcarc it) 
It shall be lawfull for the minesters and Elders, of the 
Churches neere ndjoyneing together, with any other 
of the breethercn with the consent of the churches to as­
semble by course in each severall Church one af­
ter an other. To the intent after the preaching of the word 
by sueh a minister as sha11 be requested thereto by the 
Elders of the church where the Assembly is held, The rest 
of the day may be spent in publiqne Christian Conference 
about the discussing and resolveing of any such doubts and 
cases of conscience concerning matter of doctrine 
or worship or government of the church as shall be propound­
ed by any of the Breethercn of that church, with leave also to 
any other Brother to propound his objections or answeres 
for further satisfaction according to the word of god. 
Provided that the whole action be guided and moderated by 
the Elders of the Church where the Assemblie is helde, or 
by such others as they shall appoint. And that no thing be 
concluded and imposed by way of A uthoritie from one or 
more Churches upon an other, but onely by way of 
Brotherly conference and consultations. That the tructh 
may be searched out to the satisfying of every mans con­
science in the sight of god according his worde. And 
because such an Assembly and the worke theirof can not 
be duely attended to if other lectures he held in the 
same weeke. It is therefore agreed with the consent of the 
Churches. That in that wecke when such an Assembly is held, 
AU the lectures in all the neighbouring Churches for that weeke 
shall be forborne. That so the publique service of Christ 
in this more solemne Assembly may be transacted with 
greater deligence and atteution. 

96, Howso-
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96 Howsoever these above specified rites, freedomcs, Immunities, 
Authorities and prive]edges, both Civill and Eeclesiastical are 
expressed onely under the name and title of Liberties, and not in the 
exact form of Laws or Statutes, yet we do with one consent fol­
lie Authorise, and earnestly intreate aJl that are and sha11 be in Au­
l horitie to consider them as laws, and not to faile to inflict con­
digne and propol'tionable punishments upon every mnn imparti­
allie, that shall infringe or violate any of them. 

97 ,v ee likewise give full power and libertie to any person that sha]] 
at any time be denyed or deprived of any of them, to com­
mence and prosecute their suite, Complaint or action against any mnn 
that shall so doe in any Court that hath proper Cognizance or judi­
cature thereof. 

98 Lastly because our dutie and desire is to do nothing snddainlie which 
fundamentaHy concerne us, we decree that these rites and liber­
ties, sha11 be Audably read and deliberately weighed at every 
Generall Court that shall be held, within three yeares next insueing, 
And such of them as sha11 not be altered or repealed they 
shall stand so ratified, That no man shall infringe them with­
out due punishment. 

I 

I 

And if any General] Court within these next thre yeares shall fai]e 
or forget to reade and consider them as abovesaid. The Governor and Deputy 
Governor for the time being, and every Assistant present at such Courts 
shall forfeite 20sh. a man, and everie Deputie lOsh. a man for each 
neglect, which shall be paid out of their proper estate, and not hy the Coun­
try or the Townes which choose them, and whensoever there shall arise 
a~y question in any Court amonge the Assistants and Associates there­
of ahout the explanation of these Rites and liberties, The Generali Court 
onely shall havl:! power to interprett them. 



INDEX TO BODY OF LIBERTIES. 
REFERENCES ARE TO TllE NUMBER OF THE LIBERTY. 

Ahatements, 25. 
Actions, malicious, punished, 37. 
-- to be enrolled, 64. 
Adjournments, 69. 
Admiral, annual election of, 67. 
Adultery punished by death, 94. 
Age of discretion, 53. 
Alienation of lands and estates alloweu, l I. 
--, sec Conveyances. 
Animals, cruelty to, forbidden, 92. 
Answers may be in writing, 27. 
Appeals, security for, to be given in six !lays, 

36. 
Assembly, presiding officer to he suspended 

and punished for refusing to put a 
vote, 54. 

-- casting vote in, 71. 
-- protest allowed in, 75. 
Assistants, punished for misbehavior In court, 

19. 
-- may issue attachments, 21. 
-- court of appeals, 36. 
-- appeal from, to General Court, 36. 
-- associates to, how chosen, 51. 
Attendance, 11011-, before any court or officer, 

not punishable if unavoidable, 4. 

Ball allowed, 18. 
Banishment, power of, reserved to General 

Court, I. 
Barrator, common, punishment of, 34. 
Bench, see Judges. 
Bestiality punished by death, 94. 
Blasphemy punished by death, 94. 

Capital cases, reserved for General Cou.-t, I. 
-- punishment, allowed only on full evi-

dence, 47. 
-- --, see Executions. 
Cause, to he stated in summons, 21. 
- - criminal, to be tried at next court, 41. 
Children, not to convey estates, 14. 
-- entitled to proper marriages, 83. 
--, see Wife. 
Churches, to be sustained by the civil power, 

58. 
-- members amenable to civil power, 59. 
-- censure not to atfect civil authority, GO. 
-- privile:;?;es and rights defined, 95; es-

pecially to gather churche,-;; to govern 
by Gospel rules; to elect and ordain 
officers; to admit and dismiss members; 
to he free from injunction; to appoint 
fasts am! thanksgivings; to hold con­
ferences; to disciplme members while 
in the hamls of civil authority; to 
discipline members who are church­
members; to hold prh•ate religious 
meetings, and to hold councils of 
churches. 

Conveyance, valid, 11. 
-- invalid in certain cases, 14. 
-- covenous and fraudulent, illegal, 15. 
-- under duress, illegal, 40. 
Court, neglect of, 4. 
-- contempt of, 18. 
-- errors and ahatements, 2.;. 
--. proceeuings may be in writing, 27. 
-- to gh·e judgment on special verdicts, :H 
-- when dilfering from jnry may refer to 

the General Court, 31. 

Court, to keep public records, 38. 
-- may respite exec11t10n. 39. 
-- to enter all actions on rolls, 64. 
Court , General, power m capital cases, I. 
-- -- power over life, person and p:·op• 

erty, I. 
-- -- appeal to, 31, 36. 
-- -- to ratify certam conveyanccs, 14. 
-- -- aujournment of, G9. 
-- -- powers over great ponds, 16. 
-- -- to revise and ratify these Lihertics 

annually for three years, tl8. 
-- -- penalty for neglect of Liberty 98, -

last clause. 
Crime, no one to be tried twice for the same, 

42. 

Daughters to take as copartners, 82. 
Debt, imprisonment for, 33. 
Deputies, how to be chosen, 62, Gi. 
-- term of office, 67. 
Dismembering, power of, reserved to General 

Court, I. 
Dissection of malefactor~. 44. 
Distress, perishable goods taken in, 3.,. 
Drovers allowed privileges in tranlliug, 9:1. 
Duress invalidates all conveyance:, or prom-

ises, 40. 

Election, annual, of officers, Gi. 
Emigration permitted, 17. 
Escheats forbidden, 10. 
Estates, see Intestate. 
Execution, criminal condemned not to be exe­

cuted in less than fonr clays from sentence, 
44. 

Exemptions from war or public sen-ice, G. 

Fishing, free, 16. 
:Foreigners to have equal protection, 2. 
Forfeitures forhi<lden, 10. 
Fowling. free. JG. 
Freedom of speech and vote, 70. 

General Court, see Court, General. 
Governor to have a casting vote, 71. 
--, see Officers. 
Great ponds, fishing in, 16. 

Heriots forbidden, 10. 
Honor and gootl name protected, I. 
Householders, rights to free flshingaml fO\d-

ing, 16. 

Iuolatry pnnishC',1 hy Math, 94. 
Idiots not to convey estates, 14. 
Informations not to he laid, Gl. 
Inhabitants all to ha,·e equal justice, 2. 
Inheritances free from flue,-,, etc., JO. 
lnquests provided, 57. 
Interest, legal rate tn be eight per cent., 23. 
Intestate estates, how divided, 81, 82. 

Jeofails, statute of, 25. 
.Tu<lges, punished for misbehavior in court, 20. 
-- may try actions without jury, 29. 
-- may approve <'hallPnges of jurors, 30. 
Jmlgments, errors in, 2;;. 
-- may he respitetl, 3!l. 
--, sec Suits. 
,lnrors, right to challenge, 30. 

("~) 



64 Index lo Body of Liberties. 

Jnrors, may allow challenges, 30. 
-- may bring in a no11-liq11it, 31. 
-- time of service, 49. 
-- to be chosen by fellow-townsmen, 50. 
-- may consu lt bystanders in open court, 76. 
-- not compell ed to vote on verdict, 77. 
-- grand, to be paid, 63. 

Lands free from fines, etc., 10. 
Law of GO!I to be followed in lack of stat­

ute, 1. 
Laws, capital, 94; inflicting death-penalty for: 

Heresy, § 1. 
Witchcraft, § 2. 
Blasphemy, § a. 
l\Iurclcr, §§ 4, 5. 
Poisoning, § 6. 
Bestiality, § i. 
Sodomy,§ 8. 
Adultery, § 9. 
Man-stealing, § IO. 
Perjury against life, § 11. 
Treason, § 12. 

Laws to be published, 1. 
Liberties, to ha,·e the force of laws, %. 
-- breach of, noticed by the courts, 97. 
-- to be revised and ratificll annually for 

three years, 98. 
Life inviolahlr except by action of law, 1. 
Liveries forbidden, 10. 

l\lalefaetors, after execution to be buried 
within tweh·c hours, unless dissected, 
44. 

Man-stealing punished hy death, 94. 
lllarriage, parents to sett le child.reu In, 83. 
ll!arried women not to Cotl\"<'Y estates, 14. 
Meetings, forcignrrs allowed to act in, 12. 
-- m;,11crator to ha,-c casting vote at, 71. 
l\lonopolics forhichlrn, 9. 
lltunlcr punished hy death, 94. 

Non-Ii quit, see Verdict, special. 

Oath not compulsory, 3. 
Ollicers, general, cletincll, 67. 
-- - - elected by freemen, 67. 
---- tenure of otlice, 67. 
-- to he repaid thei r expenses, 63. 
Orphans to he bound out only by order of 

court, 84. 

Patents allowed, 9. 
J'erjury, touching life, punished with death, 

94. 
l'ersou, not to be arrested or punished except 

by law, 1. 
-- to he free from arrest for debt or fine, if 

estate can be found, 33. 
Pl<'as may be III writing, 27. 
Poisoning, punished with death, 94. 
Pomls, see Great Ponds. 
Prescription 11ot to be maintained. against 

Gospel 65. 
Presiding olllccr, spc Aum1bly. 
Press, see Hork, public. 
Primer-scisins forbidden , 10. 
Property, to be taken only by law, 1. 
-- not to be taken for public use without 

compensation, 8. 
l'rotrRt allowed, 75. 
l'ruclcntial affairs to be settled by towns, 6G. 
-- otlicers electc<I, 74. 
l'nhlic expenses, Sl'c Officers. 
-- ~~rv ice in foreign parts not compulsory, 

'.1. 
Puuislnurnt, of married women, 80. 
-- barbarous, forhichlcn, 4G. 
-- capital, sl'e Lall"s. 
-- bodily, sec Stripes. 

Ticeords, open to pnhlic examination, 48. 
-- certitled copies ohtainable, 48. 
-- of protests to be made, 75. 
-- of courts to be kept, 38. 
Removal of ofllccrs for cause, 67. 
Hcplc,·in allowed, 32. 
Reprieves, how granted, 72. 
Rivers, see Great Ponds. 

Security to be given In eases of replevin, 32. 
Servants, to be protected, 8 I. 
-- transfers of, regulated, 86. 
-- injury to, 87. 
-- to be rewarded at end of term, 88. 
Slavery prohibited, 91. 
Sodomy punished with death, 94. 
Sou, elder, to ha,·e a double portion of intes­

tate estates, 81. 
Strangers, Christian, to be received and 

aided, 89. 
-- iship-wrccked, to be protected, 91. 
--, see Foreigners. 
Stripes, not above forty to be given, and gen­

tlemen to be exempt, 43. 
Snits, vexatious, to he punished, 22. 
-- not to be abated, arrested, or reversed 

for technical errors, 25. 
-- may be withurawn and renewed in another 

court, 28. 
-- of children, idiots, strangers, etc., to be 

specially protected, 52. 
-- parties given fullest liberty to claim and 

to answer, 55. 
Summons to be served at least six days be­

fore trial, 2 l. 

Taxes not to be assessed on estate outside of 
the colony, 13. 

Testimony, to be recorded, 38. 
-- 1·n perpeluam rei memoriam, 38. 
Torture greatly restricted, 45. 
Town-meeting, disturbance at, to be pun-

ished, 66. 
Towns, to choose deputies, 62. 
-- to regulate their prudentials, 66. 
Treason punished by death, 94. 
Treasure, public, how to be disbursed, 78. 
Trespass, no damages for, if party injured 

caused it, 24. 
Trials may be by the bench alone or with a 

jury, 29. 

Usury forbidden, 23. 
--, see Interest. 

Verdict, suits may he withdrawn before, 28. 
-- special, may be gh·en, 31. 
v·ote, casting, 71. 
-- must he put, 54. 
Voting, frPPdom of, 70. 
-- not compulsory, 77. 

"·ar beyond the colony, service not com-
pul:..ory, 7. 

\\' :inlships forhilhkn, IO. 
\\'aste, year and day, forbidden, 10. 
\\'atcr-mark, high and low, limits of free fish-

ing and fowlii1g, 16. 
,villow to rl'cl'ive dower, i9. 
\\·ire and chiklrcn not to be taken away, 1. 
Wills allO\Ye1l, l l. 
Witchcraft punished by death, 94. 
\\'onwn, marricll, free from bodily punish­

ment hy husb:rncls, 80. 
\\'ork, public, no man to be impressed for, 

without cine compensation, 5. 
\\' rec k, in case of, g-ood s to he protectell, !JO. 
"·ritten picas and answers allowed, 2i. 




