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SECTION 55.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, any member of 

a retirement system presently receiving a retirement allowance who: 

(a) retired under chapter 32 of the General Laws on or before May 17, 2004;  

(b) elected Option (a) or Option (b) of subdivision (2) of section 12 of said chapter 32; and  

(c) married a person of the same sex on or before May 17, 2005 may change such selection 
to Option (c) of said subdivision (2) of said section 12 of said chapter 32 at the rate that was in 
effect for that option on the member’s retirement date.  The surviving spouse of a member that 
would otherwise meet the requirements of clauses (a) to (c), inclusive, may change the election 
made by the deceased member to Option (c) of said subdivision (2) of said section 12 of said 
chapter 32 at the rate that was in effect for that option on the member’s retirement date.  

In paying the retirement allowance under the new election, the board, as defined in section 
1 of said chapter 32, shall make appropriate adjustments, or arrange for appropriate repayments, 
upon such terms and condition as the board may prescribe, so as to recover any overpayments 
resulting from the prior election. The change of election under this section shall be made and 
received by the applicable board not later than July 1, 2012, and shall be retroactive to the date of 
retirement. The election to change retirement option under this section shall be in a manner 
prescribed by the board, as defined in said section 1 of said chapter 32 and said board shall have 
180 days after the submission of an application to implement the change. 

 


