MOTOR VEHICLE INJURIES AMONG MASSACHUSETTS YOUNG PEOPLE
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Young adults ages 18-24 were nearly 2X as likely as teens ages 15-17 to be injured in a MV crash.

Young people who are Black or
Hispanic were more likely to be injured
in a motor vehicle crash than those who
are White, non-Hispanic.

The nonfatal MV crash injury rate among Black
young people was 1.5x higher than that among
Hispanic young people and over 2x higher than
that among White young people.

The nonfatal MV crash injury rate among
Hispanic young people was 1.5x higher than
that among White young people.

Two out of three motor vehicle crash
injuries among young people occurred
among those living in urban areas.

The majority of such injuries in urban areas
involved motor vehicle occupants (87%) and
young adults ages 18-24 (86%).

In urban areas, half of motor vehicle crash
injuries involved Black or Hispanic young
people, compared to a third of such injuries in
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1. “Injuries” in this report refer to nonfatal injuries. These include hospital stays or emergency department visits at a MA acute care hospital.
2. Occupants include passenger vehicle drivers, passengers and unspecified persons. Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
3. Community types were based on Metropolitan Area Planning Council definitions.

Data Sources: Deaths - Registry of Vital Records and Statistics (MA Department of Public Health); Nonfatal injuries - MA Inpatient Hospital
Discharge, Outpatient Observation Stay, and Emergency Department Discharge Databases (MA Center for Health Information and Analysis)
For questions, please contact Colleen McGuire (colleen.mcguire@state.ma.us) or Jeanne Hathaway (jeanne.hathaway@state.ma.us)



