2019 Charles E. Shannon Community Safety Initiative
LAWRENCE

Funded Partners ACT Lawrence, Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence, Change the Play Inc., Lawrence Family Development &
Education Fund Inc., Lawrence Methuen Community Coalition/ Family Services of the Merrimack Valley,
Lawrence YMCA and YWCA of Greater Lawrence

Funded by the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security’s Office of Grants and Research, the Charles E.
Shannon Community Safety Initiative (Shannon) is modeled after the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention's Comprehensive Gang Model. Shannon is a multi-sector approach used to address a community's gang
and youth violence problem. Each community receiving Shannon funding demonstrates the presence of risk factors
for youth and gang violence. Shannon participants must be between the ages of 10-24 years.
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To learn more visit: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/shannon-community-safety-initiative-csi
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Community Risk Factors

MASSACHUSETTS LAWRENCE
6,892,503 Total Population 80,376

(2018 Estimate)
10.0% Population Lives in Poverty 23.7%
2.94% Unemployment Rate 5.29%
1’007,005 Total School Population 17’509

(2018-2019)
32.8% Economically Disadvantaged 70.7%
1.9% High School Dropout Rate 5.1%

Sources: www.census.gov/quickfacts; profiles.doe.mass.edu/; www.mass.gov/Ilwd/economic-data/

Gang Activity in Lawrence

5 In 2019, Lawrence Police Department confirmed five street gangs of primary concern
Street Gangs comprising over 700 members. Because of aggressive gang recruitment within the
schools, gang members tended to be young, with ages ranging between 14 and 24
years. Primary gang-related crimes included drug trafficking, drug distribution, robbery,
7 OO motor vehicle theft, inter-gang violence (including shootings), check forgery, and the
Gang Members unlawful possession of firearms.

5-Year Crime Trends for Young People Ages 10-24, 2015-2019
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Information contained in this report is from funding applications, quarterly reports supplied by the site, MA Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education, US Census, MA Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development, and Office of Grants and Research/Research Policy
and Analysis Division. Special thanks to the Statewide Research Partner, UMass Lowell, for preparing this brief.



