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Dear Energy Facilities Siting Board,

Apologies, I accidentally hit send before finishing my message!

As a resident of Massachusetts and deeply concerned citizen, I agree with the position that strict protections
should be in place regarding solar and clean energy siting. I will quote from fellow experts from my community on
this subject:
 
Massachusetts has ample sites for solar to reach the state’s greenhouse gas emission reduction goals without further
sacrifices of natural and working lands. A survey by the Massachusetts Division of Energy Resources (DOER) found that over
85% of residents believe that the state should strive to site solar on rooftops, parking lots, landfills, and other developed
lands, rather than continuing to clear forests and convert productive farmland. We can meet our energy needs without
damaging our wetlands, forests, and other natural areas.    

1.        Prioritize already disturbed land and the built environment. Siting regulations should avoid natural
landscapes, wildlands or working lands, wetlands and forests, in favor of sites such as large rooftops,
south-facing structures, parking lots, and brown fields. 

2.        Minimize distribution costs, reduce wasted heat loss and unnecessary infrastructure. Electric power
generation, storage, and usage should be close to population centers and industrial end-users, not in lightly
populated, rural areas. 

3.        Create interconnection rules that support smaller, low-impact solar projects located close to electric loads.
Allow distributed and low-impact ground-mount projects in the interconnection queue to connect first. 

4.        In population centers, electric power generation, storage, and usage should be as close together as
feasible.

5.        Energy efficiency, climate resiliency, and conservation should be the guiding principles for both site
selection and energy development – not profit maximization. 

Thank you for listening.

Sincerely,

Brittany Gravely




