
 

 

Jenny Ladd 
Chair 

Benjamin Lee Bland, III 
Vice Chair 

Myra Marcellin 
 Treasurer 

Tessa White-Diemand 
Clerk 

 

German Alvarado 

Hameed Bello 

Glenroy Buchanan 

Kat Chang Laznicka 

Julia Coffey 

Greg Garrison 

Samaita Newell  

Caroline Pam 

Catherine Sands 

Jeremy Werther 

 

 

 

Jennifer Core 
Execu1ve Director 

One Sugarloaf Street 
South Deerfield 
MassachuseMs 

01373 

Phone 413-665-7100 
Fax 413-665-7101 

 

buylocalfood.org 

May 18, 2025 
 
Commonwealth of Massachuse8s 
Execu;ve Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02114,  
 
Please accept these comments on the Site Suitability Methodology for Clean 
Energy Infrastructure Straw Proposal.  
 
CISA strengthens farms and engages the community to build the local food 
economy. We work closely with farms and local food businesses in Hampden, 
Hampshire, and Franklin coun;es. In 2024, we provided promo;onal and/or 
technical assistance services to nearly 500 farms or local food businesses.  
 
We support EEA’s proposed inclusion of agricultural produc;on poten;al to the 
si;ng suitability methodology, despite its omission from the 2024 Climate Law. 
Local agriculture and local food produc;on are important to Massachuse8s’ 
climate resilience, and as noted in the Straw Proposal, “farmland is an essen;al, 
limited, and diminishing resource for Massachuse8s’ local food economy.” We 
recommend weigh;ng this criterion in the scoring system, so that its importance 
cannot easily by offset by other factors, such as proximity to u;lity infrastructure. 
 
Agriculture in Massachuse8s is diverse and produc;ve agriculture takes place on 
a variety of soil types and loca;ons; EEA should consider broad soil criteria for 
scoring, such as “Soils of Local Importance” and the loca;on of exis;ng farms. In 
addi;on, dual use solar, which is s;ll experimental and has not demonstrated 
strong poten;al across mul;ple agricultural sectors, should not be assumed to 
assure ongoing produc;ve value.  
 
Carbon storage and sequestra;on are essen;al to climate mi;ga;on, and our 
understanding of the best ways to store carbon con;nues to increase. Scoring 
criteria should allow for new informa;on about prac;ces and loca;ons that 
maximize carbon sequestra;on. 
 
Thank you for your careful review of these comments. 
 
Sincerely. 

 
Margaret Chris;e 
Special Projects Director  


