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Subject: Stakeholder Comments

May 27, 2025


To the Energy Facilities Siting Board,


My name is Joseph Graveline, I am a resident of Northfield Massachusetts. I have a small farm 
here in Northfield, 33 acres located on the Great Meadows and upper terraces abutting the 
Connecticut River. I have spent the last 53 years living on a farm and the last 38 years often 
working the land, always right on a major Navigable River of the United States. My connection 
with the land has always been up close and personal. I watch the environment change with the 
seasons and I have come to recognize the impacts of global warming and the transformative  
impact it has played out on farming and the natural environment.


Fifteen years ago I invested in solar to help with our energy needs and to play my small part in 
caring for the land and the environment. I’m a big fan of solar, however that being said I have 
seen the haphazard way the Commonwealth has relied on the Dover Amendment and the 
power of big money developers to push poorly thought out solar projects on to small rural 
towns including Northfield. 


If you look at the names of the some of the CEO’s of these big firms you will notice those same 
names are sitting on the working groups of Governor Healey’s regulatory advisory boards for 
solar and battery energy storage systems. You will also see some of those same names on 
lawsuits filed against small towns for trying to control how solar and BESS projects are 
implemented in their communities. It seems “Dover” is a one sided cudgel and the Regulators 
are also the Regulated. The towns find it difficult to compete with the big money budgets of 
clean energy developers with our strapped financial resources.


Here is a list of my suggestions for solar build out and BESS regulation.


1. We need to allow small BESS and solar “By Right” projects to be built only on the disturbed 
not critical environments, and well away from wetlands and other sensitive properties.


Most especially with BESS systems considerations for aquifers and drinking water supplies for 
private citizens must be taken into account for the potential harmful impact of polluting these 
important non-renewable resources which affect the financial well being of home owners who 
use wells as their drinking water and utility needs.


2.  Ground-mounted Solar projects shall not be allowed a newly deforested land, defined as 
cleared less than five years previously. 


As solar panels are non-permeable surfaces and capable of redirecting the flow of water from 
high impact rain events, the possibility for erosion and habitat degradation and flooding can 
occur in the areas often associated with large tracts of newly cleared forest land.


3.  Marginal farmland shall be utilized in a way that there is a minimal impact to the ability to 
farm, with no net loss in agricultural productivity. The 50% sunlight rule for dual use solar is a 
non-science or science fiction concept, asks any farmer.


As crop rotation has played an important role in Massachusetts in preventing the infestation of 
insects and diseases and has been so successful for the last 150 years, the ability to continue 





	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 





