
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Developmental Services 
Research Review Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: December 5, 2025

By Teams:	RRC Members: Erin Brown (Chairperson), Kristin Britton, Kathleen Ryan, Allen Schiller, Deborah Dreyfus, and Freddy Torbey (observer/minutes) 
			


Agenda Items

1. [bookmark: _Hlk67492723]Administrative matters
2. “Validity Testing of the Refractory Behavior Index (RBI) Assessment Tool;” Lynde Kayser, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA Clinician; Ami Donahue, M.A., BCBA, LABA Clinician
3. “A Retrospective Analysis of the Use of Emergency Restraint Procedures in Comparison to the Frequency of Aggressive and Health Dangerous Behavior in an Intensive Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment Facility;” Dawn A. O’Neill, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA
4. “Adapting and Testing StepUp Peer;” Dr. Ariel Schwartz; Dr. Jessica Kramer

HOUSEKEEPING

Chair established quorum
Chair presented proposals for discussion

Review and Vote on November 7, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to adopt the November 7 meeting minutes (Allen Schiller abstained due to prior observer status)

“Validity Testing of the Refractory Behavior Index (RBI) Assessment Tool;” Lynde Kayser, Ami Donahue

Issues
Proposal does not elaborate on sampling and selection processes used to determine membership in “n” 
Consent of individuals not at proposal institution is not provided for RRC review
Jurisdictional issues arise as pertaining to research participants in other states

Discussion
RRC discussed definition of term “archival” as utilized in proposal institution
RRC discussed unclear objective of proposal, size of “n,” as well as very large range of ages considered
RRC discussed data collection and retention, and whether data is deidentified at database entry or will be deidentified after-the-fact for proposal usage
RRC discussed relation between survey and proposal objective, noting that the two seem to be obliquely related
RRC discussed that proposal crosses state borders and would require approval from relevant state research review authorities

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to defer discussion pending receipt of further clarification

DEFERRED

“Validity Testing of the Refractory Behavior Index (RBI) Assessment Tool;” Lynde Kayser, Ami Donahue

CLOSING MATTERS

Next scheduled RRC meeting is for Friday, January 9, 2026.
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