
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Developmental Services 
Research Review Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: June 6, 2025

By Teams:	RRC Members: Erin Brown (Chairperson), Kristin Britton, Joseph Weru, Janet George, Kathleen Gallagher, Deborah Dreyfus, Kathleen Ryan, Joshua Greenberg, Joseph Meyer, and Freddy Torbey (observer/minutes)
	
			Additional Attendees: Sarah Weddle, PJ Simeone 



Agenda Items

Administrative matters
[bookmark: _Hlk200107276]“Technology Innovation in Adult Service Programs for Individuals with IDD: A Feasibility Study;” Sarah Widdle, Co-PI, May Institute; PJ Simeone, Co-PI, May Institute

HOUSEKEEPING

Chair established quorum
Chair introduced new RRC members, Kristin Britton and Kathleen Ryan
Chair presented proposals for discussion
Joshua Greenberg joined at 1:05 PM
Joshua Greenberg lost connection at 1:55 PM
Joshua Greenberg rejoined at 1:55 PM
Chair will contact DDS grant providing unit to notify of RRC developments and request history of grant provision and contractual data collection
Deborah Dreyfus left at 2:09 PM
Meeting ended at 2:10 PM

Review and Vote on April 25, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to adopt April 25, 2025, meeting minutes (Kristin Britton and Kathleen Ryan abstained, Joseph Meyer abstained due to absence)

“Technology Innovation in Adult Service Programs for Individuals with IDD: A Feasibility Study;” Sarah Widdle, Co-PI, May Institute; PJ Simeone, Co-PI, May Institute

Discussion
Attendees explained purpose and scope of proposed research
Attendees expanded on assistive technologies already being implemented and on intent to eventually disseminate research conclusion
Attendees affirmed that recent consent forms for technologies already under use have been DDS-provided consent forms, copies of which will be provided to RRC
RRC and attendees discussed forums through which collected research would eventually be disseminated to the public at large
RRC and attendees discussed permissiveness of disclosure of large level of data collected through proposed research
RRC discussed that breadth of data collected is a requirement of DDS grant contracting

Issues
Consent forms for both individuals participating and legal guardians are too complex for proper comprehension
Comprehensive and current list of funding organisms not provided to RRC
Language adequate for non-English speaking individuals and guardians needs further elaboration

Outcome
Member Greenberg moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to approve proposal conditional on 1) reworded consent forms that plainly present scope of data collected and level of disclosure in both English and any other necessary modes of communication, and 2) researchers returning to RRC prior to data dissemination for re-approval of data publishing 

APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

“Technology Innovation in Adult Service Programs for Individuals with IDD: A Feasibility Study;” Sarah Widdle, Co-PI, May Institute; PJ Simeone, Co-PI, May Institute
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