
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Developmental Services 
Research Review Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: August 1, 2025

By Teams:	RRC Members: Erin Brown (Chairperson), Kristin Britton, Joseph Weru, Deborah Dreyfus, Kathleen Ryan, Joseph Meyer, and Freddy Torbey (observer/minutes) 


Agenda Items

Administrative matters
“Preparing to Deliver Chance to Ride,” Ariel Schwartz, Co-PI Melissa Diodati

HOUSEKEEPING

Chair established quorum
Chair spoke of the exit of RRC members, Joshua Greenberg and Kathleen Gallagher
Chair summarized requirements for approval of research proposals pursuant to 115 CMR 10.08
Chair presented proposals for discussion

Review and Vote on June 6, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to adopt June 6, 2025, meeting minutes 

“Preparing to Deliver Chance to Ride,” Ariel Schwartz, Co-PI Melissa Diodati

Discussion
RRC discussed proposal’s very early stage, and the lack of direct involvement by any individuals receiving DDS services in this proposed stage of research
RRC discussed how broad hypothesis doesn’t clarify level and scope of data that will be collected
RRC discussed nature of de-identifying measures proposed and assurance that these measures are themselves sufficiently randomized 

Issues
Proposed hypotheses are broad and not specific

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to approve proposal in addition to communicating certain clarificatory questions to researchers, as well as the expectation that proposal will return to RRC review prior to round 2 initiation.
APPROVED 

“Preparing to Deliver Chance to Ride,” Ariel Schwartz, Co-PI Melissa Diodati


CLOSING MATTERS

Next scheduled RRC meeting is for Friday, September 12, 2025.
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