STANDING ORDER FOR DISPENSING AND ADMINISTRATION OF 2026-2027 COVID-19 VACCINE FOR PEOPLE 6 MONTHS THROUGH 4 YEARS OF AGE

PURPOSE
To reduce morbidity and mortality from COVID-19 by vaccinating people 6 months through 4 years of age. 

POLICY
Where allowed by state law, this standing order enables eligible nurses, pharmacists, and other healthcare personnel to assess the need for vaccination and to vaccinate children who meet any of the criteria below.

PROCEDURE 
1)      Assess for need of vaccination.

2)      Screen for contraindications and precautions.
Contraindications: 
· History of anaphylaxis or a severe allergic reaction after a previous dose of the COVID-19 vaccine or to a component of the COVID-19 vaccine
Precautions: 
· A diagnosed non-severe allergy to a component of the COVID-19 vaccine.
· Non-severe, immediate (onset less than 4 hours) allergic reaction after administration. of a previous dose of one COVID-19 vaccine type, if receiving the same vaccine type.
· Myocarditis or pericarditis within 3 weeks after a dose of any COVID-19 vaccine.
· Moderate to severe acute illness, with or without fever.

3)      Provide Vaccine Information Statements (VIS).

4)      Prepare to administer Vaccine.
· Verify that the label on the vaccine states 2026-2027 Formula.
· Choose the needle gauge, needle length, and injection site.

5)      Administer COVID-19 vaccine per procedure below.

For intramuscular administration
AGE 6 MONTHS THROUGH 23 MONTHS, SPIKEVAX (MODERNA) ONLY 
· Dispense and administer SPIKEVAX (COVID-19 Vaccine, mRNA) injectable suspension, 2026-2027 Formula (red label 25 mcg /0.25 mL dose) per dosing schedule below.
	COVID-19 VACCINATION HISTORY
BEFORE 2026–2027 VACCINE
	NUMBER OF 2026–2027
SPIKEVAX DOSES INDICATED
	INTERVAL BETWEEN DOSES

	Unvaccinated
	2 doses
	Dose #1: administer now 
Dose #2: 4-8 weeks after dose #1*

	Started but did not complete the initial series
• 1 prior dose Moderna
	1 dose
	4-8 weeks after the most recent dose*

	Started but did not complete the initial series 
• 1 prior dose Pfizer
	2 doses
	Dose #1: 3-8 weeks after the last dose* 
Dose #2: at least 4 weeks after dose #1

	Started but did not complete the initial series 
• 2 prior doses Pfizer
	1 dose
	Dose #1: At least 8 weeks after the last dose* 


	Previously completed the initial series (2 or more doses of Moderna or 3 or more doses of Pfizer)
	1 dose
	At least 8 weeks after the most recent dose


*An 8-week interval between the first and second COVID-19 vaccine doses might be optimal for some people as it might reduce the rare risk of myocarditis and pericarditis associated with these vaccines.

AGE 2 THROUGH 4 YEARS, ROUTINE SCHEDULE: SPIKEVAX (MODERNA) ONLY
· Dispense and administer SPIKEVAX (COVID-19 Vaccine, mRNA) injectable suspension, 2026-2027 Formula (red label 25 mcg / 0.25 mL dose) per dosing schedule below.

	COVID-19 VACCINATION HISTORY
BEFORE 2026–2027 VACCINE
	NUMBER OF 2026–2027
SPIKEVAX DOSES INDICATED
	INTERVAL BETWEEN DOSES

	Unvaccinated
	1 dose
	Administer now

	Previously vaccinated with 1 or more doses of any mRNA COVID-19 vaccine
	1 dose
	At least 8 weeks after the most recent dose



6) Document the vaccination.

7) Be prepared to manage medical emergencies.

8) Report all adverse events to VAERS. Report all adverse events following the administration of COVID-19 vaccine to the federal Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). Submit a VAERS report online (preferred) or download a writable PDF form (https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html). Further assistance is available at (800) 822-7967. 

Physician’s Signature
Date


Physician’s Name and MA License No. (print legibly)


This document is provided by the Department of Public Health as a model only. It must be reviewed and approved by the issuing provider and may be edited as required by the issuing provider.

