
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Developmental Services 
Research Review Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: March 6, 2026

By Teams:	RRC Members: Erin Brown (Chairperson), Kathleen Ryan, Allen Schiller, Janet George, Joseph Weru, Deborah Dreyfus, and Freddy Torbey (observer/minutes)
			Observers: Daniel O’Leary
			

Agenda Items

1. [bookmark: _Hlk67492723]Administrative matters
2. “RRTC on Home-and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Outcomes Research and Measurement,” Dr. Allen Heinemann; Sarita Karon
3. “Programmed Choice in Treatment;” Kylan Turner, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA Clinician; Halle Apelgren, Co-PI, M.S., BCBA-D, LABA Clinician
4. “A Retrospective Analysis of the Use of Emergency Restraint Procedures in Comparison to the Frequency of Aggressive and Health Dangerous Behavior in an Intensive Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment Facility;” Dawn A. O’Neill, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA
5. JRC Template RRC Application
6. “Measurement of Sleep Behavior” Kylan Turner, Ph.D, BCBA, LABA Clinician

HOUSEKEEPING

Chair established quorum
Chair presented proposals for discussion
Chair shared that she will be departing Department and replaced by another DDS attorney at appropriate time

Review and Vote on February 6, 2026, Meeting Minutes

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to adopt the February 6 meeting minutes 

“RRTC on Home-and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Outcomes Research and Measurement;” Dr. Allen Heinemann; Sarita Karon

Discussion
RRC discussed limited applicability of research findings on larger populations served by the Department, considering the restricted eligibility criteria (particularly linguistic) for research participants
RRC discussed that age of eligibility in Massachusetts is 22, and research proposal will miss individuals between 18-22 in the Commonwealth
RRC discussed that proposal’s method of accessing HCBS enrollee data is not elucidated
RRC discussed that consent form is not written at an appropriate level for participant comprehension

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to defer discussion pending receipt of answers regarding participant selection criteria, access to HCBS enrollee data, and verbiage of consent form 

“Programmed Choice in Treatment;” Kylan Turner, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA Clinician; Halle Apelgren, Co-PI, M.S., BCBA-D, LABA Clinician

Discussion
RRC discussed response from participant that PIs involved as committee members in prior IRB review and authorization abstain from voting regarding their own proposal

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to approve proposal (Allen Schiller abstained) 

“Measurement of Sleep Behavior;” Kylan Turner, Ph.D, BCBA, LABA Clinician

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to approve proposal (Allen Schiller abstained)

APPROVED

“Programmed Choice in Treatment;” Kylan Turner, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA Clinician; Halle Apelgren, Co-PI, M.S., BCBA-D, LABA Clinician

“Measurement of Sleep Behavior;” Kylan Turner, Ph.D, BCBA, LABA Clinician

DEFERRED

“RRTC on Home-and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Outcomes Research and Measurement;” Dr. Allen Heinemann; Sarita Karon

CLOSING MATTERS

Meeting adjourned at 2:03 PM. Next scheduled RRC meeting is for Friday, April 3, 2026.

Page 2 of 2
