
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Developmental Services 
Research Review Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: May 15, 2026

By Teams:	RRC Members: Daniel O’Leary (Chairperson), Kathleen Ryan, Allen Schiller, Joseph Weru, Kristin Britton, and Freddy Torbey (observer/minutes)
			Observers: Dawn O’Neill
			

Agenda Items

1. [bookmark: _Hlk67492723]Administrative matters
2. “A Retrospective Analysis of the Use of Emergency Restraint Procedures in Comparison to the Frequency of Aggressive and Health Dangerous Behavior in an Intensive Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment Facility;” Dawn A. O’Neill, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA
3. “Comparing Ready to Ride and Ready to Ride- Peer Support for Young Adults with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities;” Ariel Schwartz, Jessica Kramer   
4. “Enhancing Health Outcomes in Residential Care: A Retrospective Analysis of Behavioral and Medical Strategies for Weight Management;” Jessica Conaboy, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA Clinician 

HOUSEKEEPING

Chair established quorum
Chair presented proposals for discussion

“A Retrospective Analysis of the Use of Emergency Restraint Procedures in Comparison to the Frequency of Aggressive and Health Dangerous Behavior in an Intensive Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment Facility;” Dawn A. O’Neill, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA

Discussion
RRC discussed size of “n” and definition of historical information with attending Principal Investigator
RRC discussed data de-identification and applicability of historical data categorization for individuals still currently receiving services
RRC discussed research institution’s existing databases and existing de-identification practices for pre-populated individual data
RRC discussed requesting written clarification from institution’s director of research regarding existing database and de-identification processes, for current and future referencing 
RRC discussed research institution’s consent procedures for data collection, and Principal Investigator presented that research institution’s newest consent procedures can be formulated in collaboration with RRC
RRC discussed research institution’s differentiation between historical data and historical research, with Principal Investigator clarifying that institution treats them similarly 
RRC discussed research institution’s provision of written documentation regarding policy regarding constant informed consent and withdrawal of said consent
RRC discussed possibility of organizing meeting between director of research of institution and RRC to clarify all existing questioning 

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to approve with conditions that research proposal ensure de-identification, separation of historical data and record, as well as assurance of informed consent procedures

“Comparing Ready to Ride and Ready to Ride- Peer Support for Young Adults with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities;” Ariel Schwartz, Jessica Kramer   

Discussion
RRC discussed differing requirements and criteria for de-identification across state jurisdictions
RRC discussed selection criteria and determination of eligibility for proposal between specific individuals and overall population receiving services
RRC discussed exclusion of certain categories of service recipients, including non-English language speakers, hard of hearing etc.
RRC discussed exclusion of service recipients with lower functioning capacities
RRC discussed possibility of existing technological tools assisting individuals with reduced sensory capacities to participate

Issues
For individuals receiving services from educational institutions, those institutions would be encharged with provision of transportation training to individuals; though research proposal does not envision collaboration
Research is predicated on literacy for participation, but literacy might not always translate to sufficient facility of comprehension

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to defer discussion pending receipt of additional information

APPROVED

“A Retrospective Analysis of the Use of Emergency Restraint Procedures in Comparison to the Frequency of Aggressive and Health Dangerous Behavior in an Intensive Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment Facility;” Dawn A. O’Neill, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA
DEFERRED

“Comparing Ready to Ride and Ready to Ride- Peer Support for Young Adults with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities;” Ariel Schwartz, Jessica Kramer   

CLOSING MATTERS

Meeting adjourned at 2:01 PM. Next scheduled RRC meeting is for Friday, June 12, 2026.
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