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Massachusetts State Exposition Building Exhibitor Application
September 18 – October 4, 2026
Application Due: March 2, 2026, 4:00 P.M.
Mission: The mission of the Massachusetts Building is to showcase Massachusetts agriculture, commerce, culture, and tourism through informational, educational, promotional, and retail exhibits. The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (“MDAR”) invites Massachusetts organizations and businesses (“Applicant”) to apply for the opportunity to exhibit in the Massachusetts Building (“Building”) at the Eastern States Exposition (“Exposition”) located in West Springfield, Massachusetts.
First time applicants: contact Fran Pearson, Building Manager at 617-655-3511 or Heather Labonte, Assistant Building Manager at 857-276-7385 prior to applying to discuss the opportunities.

COMPLETE EVERY SECTION OF THIS APPLICATION TO BE CONSIDERED (OR INDICATE NOT APPLICABLE). 
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

Business / Agency / Association Name:		 Contact:  		
Address: 			 Phone:    			
Cell: 			
Email: 			 
Website: 		
Social Media page(s): 			
Business Tax # or Tax Exempt # (Do not include SSN):  		
Business Type (Corporation, Partnership, Sole Proprietor, etc.):		
All Applicants must provide proof that they are a Massachusetts entity that is registered and operating   in good standing within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. See Exhibitor Manual for additional information.  

Booth Manager: 	

Email:	 Cell: 	
	
1

Preferred Location (not guaranteed):


17 Days:
· Inside
· Outside (excludes front lawn; food trucks include all dimensions; no water hook-up)

Porch Space 3-10 Days:
· Right Porch (Maine side)
· Left Porch (Rhode Island side)

Porch Space* number of days (minimum 3 days, maximum 10 days): 	

Porch Space preferred dates (not guaranteed): 	

*Porch Spaces are not eligible for alcoholic beverage sales.

Products and Services: All food and beverage products, hard goods and other products or services must be local (i.e., grown, produced, or manufactured in Massachusetts). They must be available commercially (other than commodity related associations) on a regular basis in Massachusetts (i.e. year-round availability, online or in-store, not only during the 2026 Big E). They must be manufactured and sold in accordance with applicable state and federal law. MDAR has the right to limit the product/service of any accepted Applicant through the terms of the License Agreement. MDAR strives to avoid competition among Exhibitors in the Massachusetts Building but does not guarantee exclusivity of products or services to any one Exhibitor.
List ALL individual products, description and price range**
	Item
	Item Description
	Product Source (ex. Farm name and location)
	Retail Price
	New Item?
Yes/No

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


**Note: only products listed above will be considered for sale in by the Applicant. Attach additional sheet(s) if necessary. MDAR may require set prices for certain items to ensure compliance with applicable Big E requirements.

Do you plan on offering food/beverage samples?
· Yes		☐  No

If yes, describe item(s) and method of sampling:									

															

Food Exhibitors Only: PROMOTIONAL EVENT DAY
The first Monday of the fair, all food exhibitors in the Building are encouraged to provide one food/beverage item for a promotional price set by the Big E. Plates will vary from small portions of 

popular dishes to full-sized items at the discretion of participating vendors, all at a reduced price. Please provide the product that will be used in the promotional event day.

	Item
	Item Description

	
	


What makes your product uniquely Massachusetts? 	





How will you promote your Massachusetts made products?				    	    

													    

What is your business/service mission statement? 				    	    	     											     
													     

Product/Service Proposal: (All Applicants; include on separate sheet(s))
· Provide images and/or photographs of:
· Product/Food/Beverage 
· Signage
· Booth Set Up
· Include booth design in detail concept, layout, fabrication materials and displays.

Staffing Plan: Building Hours are 10:00 AM – 9:00 PM daily. The booth MUST be staffed at all times. Individuals staffing the booth will be responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable requirements and must be covered by insurance.
· Attach anticipated staffing plan.
Utility Needs: All work will require an approved Work Plan. Check all that apply.
· Electricity
· Water (not available on Porches/outside vendors)
· Basement storage (limit 1 pallet per booth; ½ pallet for Porch; based on availability)

Exhibitor Fee Schedule:
· Retail: 10% of gross sales (reported to MDAR daily via electronic reporting system) or
$25 per square foot, whichever is higher
· Food and beverage: 10% of gross sales (reported to MDAR daily via electronic reporting system) or
$30 per square foot, higher amount prevails
· Alcoholic beverage sales (on-premise): 35% of gross sales (reported daily via electronic reporting system)
· Porch Space (minimum 3 days; maximum 10 days): 10% of gross sales (reported to MDAR daily via electronic reporting system) or $200 per day, whichever is higher
· Government Agencies (Educational only): $500 flat fee 
· Educational Display: $500 flat fee

“Gross Sales” shall be defined as total sales less Massachusetts Sales Tax. Failure to report and pay in a timely manner may cause temporary suspension or permanent revocation of the Exhibitor’s license and may prevent future participation in the Building.

COMPLETE APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Applications missing any of the following items will be deemed incomplete and will not be considered.

· Email a completed electronic application directly to Frances.Pearson@mass.gov and Heather.R.Labonte@mass.gov 	AND
· Mail a completed and signed original copy of the application to: MDAR, 225 Turnpike Road, 3rd Floor, Southborough, MA 01772, Attn: Fran Pearson.
· Submit a $100.00 deposit, check made out to: Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Massachusetts State Exposition Building Maintenance Fund
· Submit current proof of Massachusetts business or non-profit, additional information available in the Massachusetts Building Exhibitor Manual. (Copies of tax returns are not valid and should NOT be submitted. Do not include any documentation that contains any individual’s SSN)
· Certificate of Good Standing;
· Business certificate;
· 501(c)(3) status; or
· Other non-profit designation.
· Submit drawings, diagrams, and/or photographs of proposed exhibit.
· Submit staffing plan.
Please direct questions to:
Fran Pearson: 617.655.3511 / Frances.Pearson@mass.gov or
Heather Labonte: 857.276.7385 / Heather.R.Labonte@mass.gov

ALL APPLICANTS MUST SIGN AND COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:

Business/Association Name:	

I believe the above to be an accurate and true description of my proposed exhibit area. I understand that review conducted by the Massachusetts Building Advisory Board and the decision made by MDAR will be based upon the content of this application. I understand any proposed changes to this application after submission to MDAR are subject to review before being approved and may not be included in the final application package.

I have read, understand, and agree to the above statements and to all provisions in the above “2026 Massachusetts Exposition Building Exhibitor Application.”

I have read, understand, and agree to the information in the “2026 Exhibitor Manual.”

	Acknowledgement

	I understand that checking this box constitutes a legal signature confirming that I acknowledge and warrant the truthfulness and accuracy of the information provided in this document and hereby agree to be bound by the terms and conditions set forth herein.


Signature: 	Date: 					

Print Name: 		Title:_ 							

Submit the application via email on or before March 2, 2026, 4:00 PM to Fran Pearson at Frances.Pearson@mass.gov and Heather.R.Labonte@mass.gov and mail the original to MDAR, Attn: Fran Pearson, 225 Turnpike Road, 3rd Floor, Southborough, MA 01772. A $100 application fee payable to “Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Massachusetts State Exposition Building Maintenance Fund” is due with the completed application.

Please direct questions to:
Fran Pearson: 617.655.3511 / Frances.Pearson@mass.gov or
[bookmark: RFR_EJ_Attachment_2.2.2024.pdf]Heather Labonte: 857.276.7385 / Heather.R.Labonte@mass.gov
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