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255 CMR 4.00: REGISTRATION AS A SANITARIAN 

Section 

4.01:   General Provisions 

4.02:   Minimum Standards and Qualifications 

4.03:   Application for Registration 

4.04:   Examination 

4.05:   Registration by Reciprocity 

4.06:   Renewal of Registration 

4.07:   Lapse of Registration 

4.08:   Grounds for Disciplinary Action 

4.01:   General Provisions 

The Board shall issue a certificate of registration as a Registered Sanitarian to any individual 

upon satisfactory completion of all applicable registration requirements. An applicant who is 

not eligible for registration by reciprocity pursuant to 255 CMR 4.05 must meet the education 

and experience requirements of 255 CMR 4.02 and satisfactorily pass the examination required 

by 255 CMR 4.04. 

4.02:   Minimum Standards and Qualifications 

(1) An applicant for registration as a Registered Sanitarian must possess the following 

minimum education and/or experience in order to be eligible for registration: 

(a) A bachelor's degree or graduate degree in sanitary science, public health or 

environmental health from an approved school of public health/environmental health, as 

defined in 255 CMR 2.03: Definitions; 

(b) A bachelor's degree or graduate degree in sanitary engineering from an institution on the 

list of accredited colleges of the United States Office of Education, or any like institution 

approved by the Board; or 

(c) A bachelor's degree with a minimum of 30 semester hours credit in basic sciences from 

an institution on the list of accredited colleges of the United States Office of Education, or 

any like institution approved by the Board, plus the equivalent of one year full time 

experience in environmental health. 

(2) The Board may, in its discretion, grant credit to an applicant for education received at an 

institution outside of the United States if the applicant submits proof satisfactory to the Board 

that such foreign education is substantiallyequivalent to that provided in an institution accredited 

by the United States Office of Education or otherwise approved by the Board. 

4.03:   Application for Registration 

(1) Application for registration as a Registered Sanitarian shall be made on a form provided by 

the Board. Said application form shall be filled out completely and shall be accompanied by the 

following: 

(a) Official transcripts, or other official documentation satisfactory to the Board, verifying 

that the applicant meets the educational requirements specified in 255 CMR 4.02; 

(b) Work affidavit signed by employers and submitted on form prescribed and provided by 

the Board, or other written documentation satisfactory to the Board, verifying that the 

applicant meets the experience requirements specified in 255 CMR 4.02(1)(c), if applicable; 

(c) An identifying photograph; and 

(d) Any and all additional documentation which may be requested in writing by the Board. 

(2) The Board shall notify an applicant in writing of any deficiencies in his or her application. 

If the requested additional information is not received by the Board within 90 days of the date 

of the applicant's receipt of that written notice, the application shall be considered denied by the 

Board. 

(3) All fees submitted in conjunction with an application for registration are non-refundable. 

(4) An applicant or registrant shall notify the Board in writing of any change of address within 

ten days. 
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4.04:   Examination 

(1) An applicant for registration as a Registered Sanitarian shall be required to pass an 

examination, as determined by the Board. 

(2) The Board, or its designee, shall administer the licensing examination at least once a year. 

The examination shall include such subjects as the Board may direct and shall be administered 

in the English language. The content of said examination shall be reasonable and appropriate 

to the duties and functions of a sanitarian, and shall be sufficiently thorough to test the applicant's 

fitness to perform those duties and functions. Appropriate modifications may be made for 

applicants with disabilities or special needs, as determined by the Board. 

(3) The Board shall give each applicant reasonable advance written notice as to when and where 

to appear for the examination. 

(4) The Board, or its designee, shall send the results of the examination to each applicant. 

(5) The passing score for the examination shall be determined by the Board on the basis of a 

percentage of correct responses. The percentage of correct responses required for a passing grade 

on the examination shall be determined by the Board after appropriate consultation with its 

designated professional testing service. 

4.05:   Registration by Reciprocity 

The Board may issue a certificate of registration without examination and by reciprocity to 

any Registered Sanitarian who holds a current license, certification or registration issued by 

another state or jurisdiction, provided that: 

(1) the requirements for that license, certification or registration are, in the opinion of the Board, 

at least equivalent to those of this Board; and 

(2) the applicant has not had his or her license, certification or registration in that other 

jurisdiction revoked, suspended, or otherwise encumbered as a result of formal disciplinary 

proceedings instituted by the governmental agency responsible for licensure, certification or 

registration of sanitarians in that jurisdiction. 

4.06:   Renewal of Registration 

(1) An individual's registration as a Sanitarian shall expire at the end of each calendar year. 

(2) On or before January 15th of each year, each Registered Sanitarian shall apply for renewal 

of his or her registration on forms prescribed or furnished by the Board, and shall pay a fee for 

renewal of that registration as established by the Secretary of Administration and Finance 

pursuant to M.G.L. c. 7, § 3B. 

(3) Each Registered Sanitarian must satisfy the continuing education requirements as set forth 

in 255 CMR 5.00: Continuing Education as a condition for renewal of his or her registration. 

4.07:   Lapse of Registration 

(1) If a Registered Sanitarian allows his or her registration to lapse, but attempts to renew it 

within three years from the date of its expiration, said registrant may obtain renewal of his/her 

registration by submitting the renewal application, together with the required evidence of 

continuing education for the current renewal period and each missed renewal period, the 

appropriate fee for the current renewal period and all missed renewal periods, and any late fee 

as may be established by the Secretary of Administration and Finance, to the Board. 

(2) If a Registered Sanitarian allows his or her registration to lapse and does not attempt to 

renew it within three years from the date of its expiration, the registrant shall be treated as though 

he or she were applying for initial registration and shall be required to take and pass the 

examination for initial registration and pay all applicable fees. 
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4.08:	   Grounds for Disciplinary Action 

The Board may, by a majority vote, and after a hearing conducted in accordance with 

M.G.L. c. 30A and 801 CMR 1.00: Standard Adjudicatory Rules of Practice and Procedure, 

take disciplinary action against the certificate of registration of a Registered Sanitarian pursuant 

to M.G.L. c. 112, § 61 through 65E. 

REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

255 CMR 4.00:  M.G.L. c. 13, § 52; c. 112, §§ 87LL through 87OO. 
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