
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Developmental Services 
Research Review Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: January 9, 2026

By Teams:	RRC Members: Erin Brown (Chairperson), Kristin Britton, Kathleen Ryan, Allen Schiller, Janet George, Joseph Weru, Deborah Dreyfus, and Freddy Torbey (observer/minutes) 
			


Agenda Items

1. [bookmark: _Hlk67492723]Administrative matters
2. “A Retrospective Analysis of the Use of Emergency Restraint Procedures in Comparison to the Frequency of Aggressive and Health Dangerous Behavior in an Intensive Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment Facility;” Dawn A. O’Neill, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA
3. “Adapting and Testing StepUp Peer;” Dr. Ariel Schwartz; Dr. Jessica Kramer
4. “RRTC on Home-and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Outcomes Research and Measurement,” Dr. Allen Heinemann; Sarita Karon

HOUSEKEEPING

Chair established quorum
Chair presented proposals for discussion

Review and Vote on December 5, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to adopt the December 5 meeting minutes (Janet George and Joseph Weru abstained due to absence)

“A Retrospective Analysis of the Use of Emergency Restraint Procedures in Comparison to the Frequency of Aggressive and Health Dangerous Behavior in an Intensive Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment Facility;” Dawn A. O’Neill, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA

Issues
Proposal does not elaborate on sampling and selection processes used to determine membership in “n” 
Institutional separations of data collection, retention, and analysis are not elaborated. Unclear processes concerning whether data is deidentified at database entry or will be deidentified after-the-fact for proposal usage. In addition, unclear potential linkages, or lack thereof, between proposed research data usage and individual’s stored medical files 

Discussion
RRC discussed vagueness of term “historical data” and applicability to both past and current individuals receiving services
RRC discussed proposed potential need to investigate individual participant data when proposal data collection is more broad-based 
RRC discussed difference in Committee’s responsibility in protecting participants’ rights and wellbeing based on individuals’ age 

Outcome
Chair moved for a vote and Committee members agreed to defer discussion pending receipt of further clarification

“Adapting and Testing StepUp Peer;” Dr. Ariel Schwartz; Dr. Jessica Kramer

Issues
Usage of a screening process for individuals without a clinical mental health diagnosis does not equate to a clinical mental health determination 
Participants’ mental health diagnosis resulting from the unofficial screening received during proposed research poses issues regarding participants’ self-identification and potential desire for subsequent treatment

Discussion
RRC discussed proposal’s prior approval by federal and private research approval boards
RRC discussed participants’ ability to understand privacy rights and obligations afforded to other participants

DEFERRED

“A Retrospective Analysis of the Use of Emergency Restraint Procedures in Comparison to the Frequency of Aggressive and Health Dangerous Behavior in an Intensive Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment Facility;” Dawn A. O’Neill, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA

CLOSING MATTERS

Meeting adjourned at 2:03 PM. Next scheduled RRC meeting is for Friday, February 6, 2026.

Page 2 of 2
