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use. The standpipes shall be provided
with Siamese fire department connec-
tions on the outside of the structure, at
the street level, which shall be con-
spicuously marked. There shall be at
least one standard hose outlet at each
floor.

(e) Fire alarm devices. (1) An alarm
system, e.g., telephone system, siren,
etc., shall be established by the em-
ployer whereby employees on the site
and the local fire department can be
alerted for an emergency.

(2) The alarm code and reporting in-
structions shall be conspicuously post-
ed at phones and at employee en-
trances.

(f) Fire cutoffs. (1) Fire walls and exit
stairways, required for the completed
buildings, shall be given construction
priority. Fire doors, with automatic
closing devices, shall be hung on open-
ings as soon as practicable.

(2) Fire cutoffs shall be retained in
buildings undergoing alterations or
demolition until operations necessitate
their removal.

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979; 44 FR 20940, Apr. 6,
1979, as amended at 58 FR 35162, June 30, 1993;
61 FR 31432, June 20, 1996]

§1926.151 Fire prevention.

(a) Ignition hazards. (1) Electrical wir-
ing and equipment for light, heat, or
power purposes shall be installed in
compliance with the requirements of
subpart K of this part.

(2) Internal combustion engine pow-
ered equipment shall be so located that
the exhausts are well away from com-
bustible materials. When the exhausts
are piped to outside the building under
construction, a clearance of at least 6
inches shall be maintained between
such piping and combustible material.

(3) Smoking shall be prohibited at or
in the vicinity of operations which con-
stitute a fire hazard, and shall be con-
spicuously posted: ‘““No Smoking or
Open Flame.”

(4) Portable battery powered lighting
equipment, used in connection with the
storage, handling, or use of flammable
gases or liquids, shall be of the type ap-
proved for the hazardous locations.

(5) The nozzle of air, inert gas, and
steam lines or hoses, when used in the
cleaning or ventilation of tanks and
vessels that contain hazardous con-
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centrations of flammable gases or va-
pors, shall be bonded to the tank or
vessel shell. Bonding devices shall not
be attached or detached in hazardous
concentrations of flammable gases or
vapors.

(b) Temporary buildings. (1) No tem-
porary building shall be erected where
it will adversely affect any means of
exit.

(2) Temporary buildings, when Ilo-
cated within another building or struc-
ture, shall be of either noncombustible
construction or of combustible con-
struction having a fire resistance of
not less than 1 hour.

(3) Temporary buildings, located
other than inside another building and
not used for the storage, handling, or
use of flammable or combustible lig-
uids, flammable gases, explosives, or
blasting agents, or similar hazardous
occupancies, shall be located at a dis-
tance of not less than 10 feet from an-
other building or structure. Groups of
temporary buildings, not exceeding
2,000 square feet in aggregate, shall, for
the purposes of this part, be considered
a single temporary building.

(c) Open yard storage. (1) Combustible
materials shall be piled with due re-
gard to the stability of piles and in no
case higher than 20 feet.

(2) Driveways between and around
combustible storage piles shall be at
least 15 feet wide and maintained free
from accumulation of rubbish, equip-
ment, or other articles or materials.
Driveways shall be so spaced that a
maximum grid system unit of 50 feet
by 150 feet is produced.

(3) The entire storage site shall be
kept free from accumulation of unnec-
essary combustible materials. Weeds
and grass shall be kept down and a reg-
ular procedure provided for the peri-
odic cleanup of the entire area.

(4) When there is a danger of an un-
derground fire, that land shall not be
used for combustible or flammable
storage.

(5) Method of piling shall be solid
wherever possible and in orderly and
regular piles. No combustible material
shall be stored outdoors within 10 feet
of a building or structure.

(6) Portable fire extinguishing equip-
ment, suitable for the fire hazard in-
volved, shall be provided at convenient,
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conspicuously accessible locations in
the yard area. Portable fire extin-
guishers, rated not less than 2A, shall
be placed so that maximum travel dis-
tance to the nearest unit shall not ex-
ceed 100 feet.

(d) Indoor storage. (1) Storage shall
not obstruct, or adversely affect,
means of exit.

(2) All materials shall be stored, han-
dled, and piled with due regard to their
fire characteristics.

(3) Noncompatible materials, which
may create a fire hazard, shall be seg-
regated by a barrier having a fire re-
sistance of at least 1 hour.

(4) Material shall be piled to mini-
mize the spread of fire internally and
to permit convenient access for fire-
fighting. Stable piling shall be main-
tained at all times. Aisle space shall be
maintained to safely accommodate the
widest vehicle that may be used within
the building for firefighting purposes.

(5) Clearance of at least 36 inches
shall be maintained between the top
level of the stored material and the
sprinkler deflectors.

(6) Clearance shall be maintained
around lights and heating units to pre-
vent ignition of combustible materials.

(7) A clearance of 24 inches shall be
maintained around the path of travel
of fire doors unless a barricade is pro-
vided, in which case no clearance is
needed. Material shall not be stored
within 36 inches of a fire door opening.

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979; 44 FR 20940, Apr. 6,
1979, as amended at 51 FR 25318, July 11, 1986]

§1926.152 Flammable and combustible
liquids.

(a) General requirements. (1) Only ap-
proved containers and portable tanks
shall be used for storage and handling
of flammable and combustible liquids.
Approved safety cans or Department of
Transportation approved containers
shall be used for the handling and use
of flammable liquids in quantities of 5
gallons or less, except that this shall
not apply to those flammable liquid
materials which are highly viscid (ex-
tremely hard to pour), which may be
used and handled in original shipping
containers. For quantities of one gal-
lon or less, the original container may
be used, for storage, use and handling
of flammable liquids.
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(2) Flammable or combustible liquids
shall not be stored in areas used for
exits, stairways, or normally used for
the safe passage of people.

(b) Indoor storage of flammable and
combustible liquids. (1) No more than 25
gallons of flammable or combustible
liquids shall be stored in a room out-
side of an approved storage cabinet.
For storage of liquefied petroleum gas,
see §1926.153.

(2) Quantities of flammable and com-
bustible liquid in excess of 25 gallons
shall be stored in an acceptable or ap-
proved cabinet meeting the following
requirements:

(i) Acceptable wooden storage cabi-
nets shall be constructed in the fol-
lowing manner, or equivalent: The bot-
tom, sides, and top shall be constructed
of an exterior grade of plywood at least
1 inch in thickness, which shall not
break down or delaminate under stand-
ard fire test conditions. All joints shall
be rabbeted and shall be fastened in
two directions with flathead wood
screws. When more than one door is
used, there shall be a rabbeted overlap
of not less than 1 inch. Steel hinges
shall be mounted in such a manner as
to not lose their holding capacity due
to loosening or burning out of the
screws when subjected to fire. Such
cabinets shall be painted inside and out
with fire retardant paint.

(ii) Approved metal storage cabinets
will be acceptable.

(iii) Cabinets shall be labeled in con-
spicuous lettering, ‘‘Flammable—Keep
Fire Away.”

(3) Not more than 60 gallons of flam-
mable or 120 gallons of combustible liq-
uids shall be stored in any one storage
cabinet. Not more than three such
cabinets may be located in a single
storage area. Quantities in excess of
this shall be stored in an inside storage
room.

(4)(i) Inside storage rooms shall be
constructed to meet the required fire-
resistive rating for their use. Such con-
struction shall comply with the test
specifications set forth in Standard
Methods of Fire Test of Building Con-
struction and Material, NFPA 251-1969.

(ii) Where an automatic extin-
guishing system is provided, the sys-
tem shall be designed and installed in
an approved manner. Openings to other
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