
        

         

          
            

       
           
         

          
      

      

       
          

       
         

           
       

       
          
    
     

          

        

      

         

         
        

      
        

       

            

        

       
      

       
          

        
         

322 CMR:   DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES 

6.37:   continued 

2. Commercial Catch Limits.  Commercial fishers shall not retain: 
a. more than 300 pounds of smooth dogfish per trip or per day, whichever is the 
longer period of time; or 
b. any quantity of a Permitted Shark Species after the Director has announced a 
commercial fishery closure. 

(c) Gear and Fishing Restrictions. 
1. Recreational Gears. Recreational fishers may take coastal sharks only by rod and reel 
or handline. Recreational fishers shall use circle hooks as the terminal tackle except 
when fishing with flies or artificial lures. Circle hooks are required for any line that is 
targeting sharks by the angler on a line-to-line basis. Unless caught using flies or 
artificial lures, any shark caught on any hook other than a circle hook shall be released. 
2. Commercial Gears. Commercial fishers may take coastal sharks in the waters under 
the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth by rod and reel, handlines, gillnets, trawl nets, 
pound nets, fish traps, and weirs. It shall be unlawful to fish for, possess on board, or 
land coastal sharks taken by a longline of any length. 

Exemption. Vessels permitted by the NOAA Fisheries to retain, possess and land 
coastal sharks by longline gear may possess and land coastal sharks legally harvested 
by longlines in waters outside the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth, provided the 
gear is properly stowed onboard the vessel and the vessel transits directly through the 
waters under the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth for the purpose of landing the 
catch without stopping unless directed to do so by the Division of Law Enforcement. 

3. Shore-based Shark Fishing. It shall be unlawful to conduct any shore-based shark 
fishing following the coast beginning at the northeasternmost point of Plymouth Beach 
thence southward to the Cape Cod Canal, thence eastward to Rock Harbor, Orleans, 
thence northward to Race Point, Provincetown, thence southward to Stage Harbor, 
Chatham, and including all shores of Chatham Harbor Monomoy Island, as well as along 
the coast of the Town of Nantucket. 
4. Shore-based Chumming. From sunrise to sunset, it shall be unlawful to chum when 
shore-based shark fishing. 

(d) Catch Disposition. 
1. It shall be unlawful for: 

a. any fisher to fillet sharks at sea; 
b. any fisher to remove fins or tails from sharks; 
c. recreational fishers to possess on board or land sharks whose heads, tails, and fins 
are not attached naturally to the carcass; 
d. commercial fishers to possess on board or land sharks whose fins and tails are not 
attached naturally to the carcass. 
e. In accordance with M.G.L. c. 130, § 106 it shall be unlawful for any person to 
possess, offer for sale, sell, trade, or otherwise distribute a shark fin, except fins that 
were lawfully processed by terrestrial-based seafood dealers from spiny dogfish and 
smooth dogfish. It shall be prima facie evidence of a violation should a person 
possess a shark fin without documentation demonstrating the lawful origin of this 
product from lawfully processed spiny dogfish or smooth dogfish. 

Exception: Commercial fishers may cut fins as long as the fins remain attached 
to the carcass with at least a small portion of uncut skin. 

2. Commercial fishers may eviscerate sharks and remove the heads. 
3. All sharks caught incidental to fisheries directed toward other species must be 
released in such manner as to ensure maximum probability of survival. 

(e) Authorization to Possess Prohibited Species. The Director may authorize persons to 
land and possess certain Prohibited Species for research or other scientific purposes. 
Commercial fishers who possess authorization from NOAA Fisheries to harvest certain 
species from federal waters may possess on board, or land those species in Massachusetts 
provided said fish were taken lawfully from federal waters. 
(f) Dealer Measures. All dealers purchasing Atlantic Coastal Shark species from 
commercial fishers must obtain a federal Commercial Shark Dealer Permit from NOAA 
Fisheries. 
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322 CMR:   DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES 

6.37:   continued 

(5) White Shark Conservation Measures. 
(a) Definitions. 

Attract. To conduct any activity that lures or may lure any white shark to a person or vessel 
by using food, bait, chum, dyes, decoys, acoustics or any other means, excluding the mere 
presence of persons on the water including those persons conducting commercial or 
recreational fishing activity. 

Capture. To forcefully gain control of a white shark. Capture includes, without limitation, 
the restraint or detention of a white shark or any act of intrusive research performed on a 
white shark. Capture shall not include the incidental catch of white sharks during the course 
of lawfully permitted fishing activity. 

Chum. Fish, chopped fish, fish fluids or other organic materials disposed of in the water for 
the purpose of attracting white sharks. 

Director.  The Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries. 

Intrusive Research. A procedure conducted for scientific research involving a break or a cut 
in the skin, the application or insertion of an instrument, the introduction of a foreign 
substance or object onto the animal's immediate environment, or a stimulus directed at 
animals that may affect white shark behavior. 
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