ITEM 751.7	COMPOST BLANKET	CUBIC YARD

REV. 2022.01.01 (REV. DATE TO BE REMOVED BY MASSDOT CONTRACTS)

The work under this Item shall conform to the relevant provisions of Subsection 751 and M1.06.0 Organic Soil Additives of the Standard Specifications and the following:

Work shall consist of furnishing and pneumatically applying compost as a thin mulch blanket (1/2- 1 inch depth) over prepared soil to provide temporary soil stabilization and organic matter for plant growth. 

SUBMITTALS AND MATERIALS

No materials shall be delivered until the required submittals have been approved by the Engineer. Delivered materials shall match the approved samples. Approval of test results does not constitute final acceptance.

Contractor shall submit to the Engineer samples and certified test results no sooner than 60 days prior to application of compost. Vender certification that material delivered meets the test results shall be submitted if requested.

Compost may be a blended product of compost and fine wood chips. No kiln-dried wood, construction debris or ground palette is allowed. Material shall meet the following criteria:

· Organic matter content shall be minimum 30 percent (dry weight basis)
· Moisture content shall be 30-60 percent (wet weight basis)
· Bulk Density <1000 lb/cy
· pH shall be 5.5-7.5
· Conductivity shall be a maximum of 4 mmhos
· Stability test shall produce a maximum of 8mg CO2-C/gram of organic material per day
· Particle size shall not exceed ¾ inch
· Compost may be a blended product of compost and fine wood chips.

Compost testing shall be by a laboratory approved by the US Compost Council using the Testing Method for the Examination of Compost and Composting (TMECC) protocols.

The Engineer shall approve the Contractor's equipment for application.

CONSTRUCTION METHODS

Application of compost material shall not begin until the Engineer has approved the site and soil conditions. Soil preparation shall be as specified under the applicable item for soil placement or for seeding. The Contractor shall notify the Engineer when areas are ready for inspection and application of compost.

Compost blanket shall be pneumatically applied (blown on) to a minimum depth of one half to one inch. Where shown on the plans or when directed by the Engineer depth may be increased to provide berms for sediment control or to otherwise prevent slope erosion.

When compost blanket is proposed with seeding, seed shall be broadcast and shall occur in conjunction with compost blanket, as specified under the relevant item for seeding.

When compost blanket is proposed for areas with planting, compost (and seed if applicable) shall be applied after planting. If compost and seed occur prior to planting, areas shall be regraded and compost and seed reapplied to the satisfaction of the Engineer and at the Contractor’s expense.

METHOD OF MEASUREMENT AND BASIS OF PAYMENT

Item 751.7 will be measured and paid for at the Contract unit price per Cubic Yard which price shall include all labor, materials, equipment, and all incidental costs required to complete the work of pneumatically applying compost.

Surface preparation of substrate receiving compost blanket shall be compensated under the applicable item for placement of loam, sand, ordinary borrow, wetland soil, topsoil rehandled and spread, tilled existing soil, or other specified substrate.

Seeding will be compensated for under the appropriate seeding items.
